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CHAPTER  I. 


THE  IDEAL. 

Of  what  use  is  that  which  is  so  high,  so  pure,  so  beautiful, 
that  none  save  the  very' few  can  comprehend  or  grasp  its  ben- 
efit and  beauty?  Of  what  use  is  the  ideal  to  the  millions? 

The  ideal  is  the  most  powerful,  the  most  potent,  of  all 
forces  moving  humanity.  The  higher,  the  sublimer  the  thought, 
the  greater  the  effect  produced.  Though  millions  grasp  not  the 
sublime  truth  expressed,  there  are  those  who,  standing  next  in 
progression,  receive  its  full  light,  and  who  in  turn  reflect  it 
in  a sufficiently  lesser  degree,  tempered  to  meet  the  conditions 
and  grasp  of  those  below,  and  those  again,  reflect  it  in  a 
further  subdued  degree  to  meet  those  still  below,  and  so  on  and 
on  down  from  link  to  link  the  force  is  communicated,  and 
step  by  step  the  chain  is  drawn  upward,  until  each  link  stands 
where  its  predecessor  formerly  stood— a step  in  advance  of  the 

l ast— and  thus  have  we  progress. 

Thus  the  higher,  sublimer,  more  spiritual  the  thought,  be 
it  centuries  in  advance  of  the  comprehension  of  the  mass,  its 
light  and  force  goes  scintillating  down  into  the  darkness,  re- 
flecting from  mind  to  mind,  as  the  sun  gleams  from  atoms  to 
atoms,  vitalizing  the  whole,  that  which  is  nearest  entering  into 
and  that  which  is  farthest  approaching  nearer.  Thus  the  holier, 
the  fairer  our  aspiration  or  dream,  the  greater  the  force  ex- 
ercised, the  heavier  the  weight  lifted,  the  more  numerous  the 
lives  raised  nearer  and  nearer  the  light. 

Come  down  with  me  into  this  gloomy  cellar.  How  chilling 
is  its  mildew-laden  atmosphere!  What  a shudder  seizes  us  as 
we  enter  its  silence!  What  an  inexpressible  feeling  of  earth 
chills  our  marrow,  fills  our  thoughts  with  shapes  of  corpses  as 
we  inhale  its  black  and  fetid  exhalations!  A feeling  of  help- 
lessness steals  over  us  as  we  strain  our  vision  into  its  dark- 
ness, and  find  that  here  our  organs  of  sight  are  useless.  As  we 
impulsively  reach  forth  our  hands,  we  feel  that  we  are  in  the 
confines  of  a condition  where  touch  supplants  sight,  and  dark- 
ness renders  perception  useless — the  sunless  realm  of  matter 
through  which  life  struggles  and  battles  its  way  up. 

As  our  eyes  strive  to  penetrate  the  gloom,  we  dimly  perceive 
a tiny  ray  which  has  entered  through  a minute  crevice  at  the 
door — a silvery  thread — within  whose  beam  each  little  atom 
floating  past  gleams  and  sparkles  like  a minute  star. 

At  our  feet,  in  the  darkness,  lies  a common  potato — an  in- 
significant bulb — long  since  forgotten  and  left  to  perish,  rot  and 
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die.  Outside,  the  great  busy  world  has  gone  on..  Conhicts  have 
taken  place,  kingdoms  have  melted,  principalities  have  risen, 
little  men  have  become  great,  great  men  have  become  little, 
changes  have  swept  over  civilization,  astounding  events  have 
taken  place;  while  humanity,  wondering  at  the  potency  of 
themselves,  dream  not  of  the  universe  and  its  infinitude— dream 
not  that  the  eternal  principle  of  hope  beats,  throbs  through  every 
particle  of  the  mighty  and  incomprehensible  structure— thrills, 
animates  all  things  from  the  greatest  down  to  the  struggling 
germs  of  life  within  the  night-clad  matter  ’neath  our  feet.  Here,, 
in  the  gloom  of  this  noisome  cellar  a struggle  has  been  going 
cn— a struggle  of  hope,  great  as  ever  animated  the  world  out- 
side—a struggle  involving  as  important  result  to  the  life  con- 
cerned as  ever  decided  the  founding  of  throne  or  destruction  of 
empire.  Never  did  hero  dare  and  do,  never  did  people  rise  and 
fight,  more  bravely  to  reach  an  aspiration  than  this  insigniu- 
cant’bulh,  dungeoned  and  lying  here  in  darkness.  This  slender 
beam  of  light  hath  revealed  to  it  an  avenue  of  escape.  Cold,, 
numb  death-damp  and  mildew  clinging  to  its  sides,  its  prayer 
hath  slowly  resolved  itself  into  a pale,  transparent  vine.  Slowly- 
but  surely  it  has  dragged  its  weary  length  over  and  along 
towards  that  little  beam.  Day  by  day  it  has  beheld  that  ray 
lade,  and  leave  its  being  hopeless  in  the  grasp  of  night;  felt 
the  clasp  of  the  mildew  and  rot  pierce  its  veins  with  their  mil- 
lion talons;  the  chill  and  stupor  of  death  paralyze  it  into  un- 
consciousness. Again  that  ray,  again  it  has  awoke,  again  it  has 
struggled,  battled  on.  An  obstacle  has  intercepted  its  way; 
reaching  it,  it  has  climbed  over  and  down  again,  to  again  strug- 
gle on— on  towards  the  beam.  Gradually  it  has  reached  the 
crevice  through  which  the  light  penetrates.  Softly,  within  a 
brief  distance,  it  lies  upon  the  earth;  the  crevice  is  just  above 
it;  it  raises  itself,  clinging  to  whatever,  it  may,  and  now  it 
reaches  the  crevice,  and  springing  out  into  the  light,  it  bursts 
into  vernal  leaves,  with  here  and  there  a blossom,  and  its  hymn 
of  perfume  greets  the  source  of  light,  life,  and  liberty. 

Even  as  this  struggling  vine,  down  through  all  the  ages 
men  have  beheld  that  same  ray  piercing  into  the  darkness  en- 
shrouding them;  and  just  as  that  ray  has  pierced  the  gloom, 
lean  has  reached  up  towards  it.  His  path  hath  ever  been  up; 
never  once  hath  he  fallen,  never  once  hath  he  faltered  no  more 
than  the  vine  in  the  darkness.  Truth  from  the  bosom  of  the 
Eternal  streams  down  that  ray  into  the  darkness  of  matter,  an 

up  towards  it  steadily  progresses  humanity. 

That  ray  is  the  ideal;  and  the  purer,  the  higher,  the  suh- 

limer  that  ray,  the  greater  its  accomplishment  of  good. 
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SOCIALISM. 

Socialism  marches  with  thought,  not  daggers;  it  brings 

peace,  not  war;  and  acts  upon  the  plane  of  love,  not  ^ 

It  is  not  an  untried  theorem,  nor  a speculative;  but  is  here, 
is  tried  is  proven,  is  successful.  In  our  public  librarie^  in  our 
public  parks,  in  our  public  schools,  in  our  public  postoffices,  we 
Ld  the  idea  of  Socialism;  we  find  public  necessities  run  and 
controlled  by  the  people.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a theory,  but  a 

demonstrated  remedy.  . 

Transportation,  telegraph,  express,  and  every  species  o 

manufacture,  together  with  all  natural 

lu  unity,  including  land,  water,  air,  light,  and  all  Pertam"iS 
thereto  are  as  public  in  their  character  and  nature  as  are  our  e 
„catlODal  and  mall  departments,  and  erery  cireumstance  ttM 
governs  the  one  certainly  governs,  or  should  govern,  the  other. 

If  a public  necessity  is  conducted  by  private  individuals  con- 
trary to  the  interest  of  the  public,  there  is  but  one  remedy  and 
that  remedy  is  for  the  public  to  own  and  to  conduct  such  ne- 

loTg"as  the  public  refuse  to  take  charge  of  their  own  af- 
fairs, and  allow  their  affairs  to  be  managed  by  private  inter- 
ests it  is  folly  to  complain  about  monopolies,  trusts,  etc  for 
prtvate  iLrest  U assuredly  attending  only  to  Itselt.  and  to  ex- 
pect  it  to  attend  to  public  interest  is  certainly  folly. 

Socialism  is  universalism  applied  to  a nation;  extend  it  until 

all  nations  are  united  under  the  folds  the 

universalism.  Universalism.  or  the  brotherhood  of 
destiny  of  the  race.  Every  step  the  mind  of  man  takes  is 
that  direction.  Every  invention  of  labor-saving  machinery 

forces  man,  nil  he  or  will  he,  in  spite  of  his 

to  this  issue  Everv  selfish  act  merely  draws  the  cord  tighte 

around  the  strangulating  neck  of  individualism. 

keen  and  sensitive  to  its  own  feeling,  cold  and  dead  to  the  con 

ditions  and  feelings  of  the  many-stands  today  ° 
of  the  necessities  of  the  race.  The  part  controls  that  which  is 
necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  whole-manages  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  whole  for  its  contracted  individual  desires. 

race  has  its  artificial  as  well  as  its  natural  necessi- 
ties The  natural  necessities  of  the  whole,  a portion  of  which 
are  land  and  water,  are  today  positively  under  the  «o^Jrol  °f 
individualism,  and  are  being  managed  contrary  to  the  well  being 


i 
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of  the  whole.  Light  and  air,  through  their  subtilty.  elude  in 
a great  measure  individual  proprietorship,  which  fact  alone  saves 
the  human  race  from  complete  extinction;  for  were  it  a fact  -* 

that  individualism  could  control,  purchase  and  sell  these  ne- 
cessities, i.  e.,  light  and  air,  even  as  it  does  now  land  and 
water,  the  human  race  would  entirely  disappear  and  perish  from 
the  face  of  the  earth— would  die  of  asphyxiation,  or  the  lack  of 
a proper  quantity  of  good,  fresh,  pure  air  and  healthful  light, 
which  would  be  denied  by  their  greedy  proprietors. 

We  may  congratulate  ourselves,  therefore,  that  these  primal 
necessities  of  life,  air  and  light,  are  not  absolutely,  as  are  land 
and  water,  upon  the  shelves  and  counters,  and  under  the  deeds, 
bonds,  and  conveyances  of  individualistic  spoilation,  and  that 
they  are,  in  a measure,  however  slight  though  it  be,  placed  within 
the  reach  of  the  whole,  the  only  real  and  bona  fide  proprietor 
of  the  world. 

It  is  to  place,  then,  beyond  the  control  of  the  part  all  other 
necessities  of  the  life  and  liberties  of  the  whole,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  including  land,  water,  transportation  in  all  its  branches, 
telegraphy,  express,  finance,  manufacture  and  agriculture,  in- 
cluding also  every  other  collective  necessity,  and  in  fact,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  elevation  of  one  at  the  expense  and  degradation  t 

of  the  whole. 

If  it  be  the  truth,  that  personal  proprietorship  of  air  and 
light  would  be  of  such  dangerous  tendency,  then  it  must  be 
equally  true  that  personal  proprietorship  of  other  necessities  of 
life  is  equally  dangerous  to  the  collective  life.  And  it  is  obvious 
that  this  personal  proprietorship  has  been  the  cold  and  the  mil- 
dew, numbing  and  chilling  and  poisoning  the  hearts  of  the  em- 
pire, until  ruins  upon  ruins  of  civilizations  which  have  descend- 
ed into  immorality  and  disease  present  themselves  to  the  ob- 
server upon  every  hand.  My  country!  such  appears  self-evident: 
and  if  we  would  insure,  not  only  our  liberties,  but  the  exist- 
ence of  the  race  itself,  we  must  place  all  things  necessary  to 
the  life  and  liberty  of  the  race  under  the  control  and  proprietor- 
ship of  the  race,  above  and  beyond  the  ignorance  and  hate  of 
limitation.  The  superiority  of  Socialism  over  individualism  is 
as  the  part  compared  to  the  whole;  it  is  union  compared  to  dis- 
union; while  individualism  is  as  a single  judgment  against  the 
nation’s  totality  of  thought— the  desires  of  one  against  the  de- 
sires  of  the  entire  population. 

There  never  was  a slave-driver  who  swung  his  red-clotted 
lash  against  quivering  flesh  of  man  but  who  timed  the  swish  of 
that  lash  to  the  song  of  his  “individual  liberty’’— claimed  the 
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right,  the  individual  right,  to  private  proprietorship  in  man,  in 
flesh,  blood,  and  mind— the  liberty  of  Lucifer! 

Today  all  that  is  wrong  in  the  sun’s  sight,  all  that  exploits, 
contaminates,  and  debauches,  all  that  represents  evil,  from 
throne  to  dive,  is  based  upon  individual  greed;  while  all  that 
blesses,  comforts,  strengthens,  and  gives  life,  abnegates  itself 
and  sinks  itself  in  the  welfare  of  the  whole.  And  only  the  ego 
so  devoted  can  ever  emerge  from  the  waters  of  the  eternal  in 
this  baptisement  of  principle  which  bestows  upon  the  soul  its 
degrees  of  the  everlasting. 

Sink  the  personal  in  the  national!  Individualism  in  uni- 
versalism!  Individualism  is  simply  limited  consciousness.  It 
perceives  either  merely  itself  alone,  or  but  a small  circumfer- 
ence around  itself.  It  is  a thing  low  down  in  the  scale  of  evolu- 
tion, and  its  ruling  propensity  is  to  devour.  It  is  composed 
mostly  of  stomach  and  mouth.  Brain  it  has,  but  certainly  of  a 
primordial  degree.  Where  the  organ  of  benevolence  domes  the 
brow  of  thought,  this  primal  manifestation  of  consciousness  dis- 
plays but  a hollow.  Its  mission  is  that  of  the  sponge  absorp- 
tion; and  as  the  body  upon  which  it  fastens  fades,  sickens  and 
decays,  this  vulture-life  fattens  and  bloats  until  it  dies  of  glut- 
tony, inanition,  and  the  lack  of  essential  spirit.  In  Europe  it 
has  produced  monarchy;  in  America  monopoly.  In  Russia  it 
presents  its  most  perfect  form— a personal  liberty  to  imprison 
and  murder  a race — individualism  raised  completely  above  the 
nation  or  right  of  the  nation— a part  superior  to  the  whole— ab- 
solute despotism. 

In  other  countries  individualism  tramples  down  the  rights 
of  the  whole  under  the  form  of  constitutional  monarchy.  The 
constitutional  part  of  this  kind  of  monarchy  is  simply  where  the 
whole  have  restricted  individualism  to  respect  certain  rights 
of  the  whole,  and  this  restriction  by  the  whole  is  the  only  de- 
cent thing  about  it.  In  this  sort  of  limited  individualism,  a 
choice  set  of  individuals  deem  it  necessary  for  their  individuality 
to  predicate  certain  claims  upon  the  accident  of  individual 
birth;  or  in  other  words,  because  their  individual  ancestors  were 
guilty  of  certain  crimes,  that  they,  their  descendants,  therefore, 
have  the  hereditary  or  individual  right  to  forever  re-enact  the 
outrages  upon  the  collectivity.  This  is  the  beautiful  idea  of 
the  unevoluted  ego;  and  if  you  wish  to  seek  a spot  where  the 
imevoluted  ego  rules,  and  all  idea  of  collectivism  is  yet  in  the 
seed,  go  down  into  the  earth,  where  the  light  comes  not.  and 
there  seek  a choice  collection  of  individualistic  life.  Here  no 
collective  rights  prevail;  might  is  right,  and  the  problem  of  hun- 
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ger  is  quickly  solved  ky  the  fat  eating  up  the  lean.  Even  so  it 

Is  with  us  in  the  absence  of  Socialism. 

No  more  conclusive  proof  that  the  control  of  our  public  in- 
stitutions by  individuals  is  destructive  to  society’s  interests,  and 
positively  checks  evolution,  progress  and  the  life  of  the  masses, 
can  he  adduced  than  the  presentation  of  the  fact  that  today  the 
telegraph  corporations  have  locked  up  in  their  vaults  valuable 
invention  upon  valuable  invention,  which,  if  put  into  operation, 
would  lessen  the  expense,  and  in  an  extraordinary  measure  im- 
prove the  telegraphic  system  now  in  vogue.  Thus  these  great 
advantages  of  progress  are  kept  back  and  withheld  from  society 
because  of  the  selfish  greed  of  individuals  who  control  these  pub- 
lic institutions  thus  foolishly  allowed  to  be  run  in  the  littleness 
(;f  personal  desire,  and  not  in  the  greatness  of  the  interest  of 

the  human  race. 

Individual  selfishness  refuses  to  inaugurate  these  improve- 
rr.ents  because  it  would  not  add  to  its  personal  profit;  refuses 
to  allow  the  race  to  progress;  refuses  to  allow  the  march  of  mind 
to  proceed;  refuses  to  allow  this  civilization  to  advance  a step 

farther! 
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CHAPTER  III. 


REPUBLICS  AND  MONARCHIES. 

In  monarchies,  the  government  and  the  people  are  two  dis- 
tinct entities;  monarchy  being  simply  individualism  controlling 
collectivism.  The  more  and  more  individualism  controls  col- 
lectivism. the  more  and  more  the  despotism.  In  the  dark  ages 
of  history,  we  find  individuals  raised  and  invested  with  extraor- 
dinary powers,  and  the  collectivity  correspondingly  depressed. 

In  the  feudal  period,  in  the  monarchial  period,  and  in  thm, 
the  oligarchial  period,  we  find  the  same  situation,  viz  individ- 
ualism raised  above  and  controlling  collectivism.  In  fact  it 
the  struggle  of  the  ages;  individual  selfishness  against  collective 

universahty-ds  ^nd  “property”  are  synonymous. 

individualism  is  the  division  of  humanity  into  distinct  and  sep^ 
arate  parts;  property  is  the  division  of  wealth  into  distinct  and 
separate  parts.  Individualism  and  property,  therefore  divide  hu- 
manity, and  divide  all  pertaining  to  humanity,  into  laborious,  an- 
tagonistic, and  clashing  aspirations.  Individualism  and  property, 
therefore,  represent  the  division  of  mankind,  and 
the  union  and  consequent  harmony  of  humanity.  HeU  is  dis- 
union. separation,  divided  interest,  divided  aim.  divided  pro- 
proprietorship.  and  consequently  a condition  of  cc^n- 

fusion  and  suffering;  while  heaven,  its  opposite,  is  opposite 
condition-a  united  or  collectivized  interest,  aim,  proprietorship, 

"■''mthLrilmost  all  law  has  been  conceived  by  individualism 
and  for  individualism.  Hardly  is  there  a law  to  genuinely  pro- 
tect the  collectivity.  The  rights  of  individualism  and  its  selfish- 
ness are  everywhere  defended,  sustained,  and  preserved,  t 
rights  of  the  whole,  of  the  collectivity,  are  totally  disregarded 

and  scarcely  contemplated.  This  is  so 

merely  comprehended  itself  apart  from  the  whole,  and  not  com 
preheLd  i«elf  as  an  inseparable  indivisibility 
Every  aim  and  desire  of  man’s  inmost  for  his  elevation  and  h s 
expansion  is  an  inseparable  indivisibility  of  the  whole,  and  can- 

rot  he  attainable  outside  of  the  collectivity. 

The  whole  world’s  love  should  be  for  every  child.  The  whole 

world’s  land,  water,  air.  light,  and  comfort 

itage  of  every  mother’s  little  one.  Motherhood  and  fatherhood 
must  learn  to  extend  the  same  fullness  of 

tend  to  their  individual  progeny  unto  every  child.  Then  sha 
every  mother’s  child  receive  the  love  of  every  mother. 
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In  republics  the  government  and  the  people  are  politically 
one,  and  all  public  evils  are  consequently  self-inflictions— self- 
impositions  of  the  people.  If  individualism  reigns  and  ruins  in 
a republic,  it  is  because  the  people  do  not  understand  the  very 
principle  upon  which  their  republic  is  founded;  that  a republic 
is  collective  government,  and  that  collective  government  SHOULD 
BE  EXTENDED  OVER  EVERY  PUBLIC  NECESSITY.  If  col- 
lective government  is  superior  to  individual  government,  then 
collective  proprietorship  of  the  people’s  public  necessities  must 
equally  be  superior  to  individual  proprietorship  of  public  neces- 
sities. And  this  is  the  only  trouble  in  the  American  republic. 
Collective  proprietorship  has  merely  been  extended  unto  gov- 
ernment, AND  INDIVIDUAL  PROPRIETORSHIP  OVER  NE- 
CESSITIES ALLOWED  TO  REMAIN.  Collective  proprietorship 
ever  government,  or  a republican  form  of  government,  is  the 
first  step  and  necessary  condition  for  the  final  and  inevitable 
consequence  of  a collective  control  over  the  natural  necessities 
of  the  people.  And  this  is  coming,  and  must  come,  just  as  sure 
as  we  have  a republic,  and  liberty  evolves  liberty. 

Circle  by  circle  the  tree  expands,  and  circle  by  circle  shall 
fhe  republic  encircle  her  public  proprietorship  over  banking,  rail- 
road, telegraph,  and  by  and  by  over  land,  water,  air  and  light. 
There  neea  be  no  catastrophe,  no  cataclysm,  no  upheaval— no 
one  hurt,  but  every  one  benefited.  Nothing  can  stop  the  phys- 
ical and  mental  growth  of  this  great  republic  towards  Socialism. 

In  monarchies,  if  you  turn  the  banks  over  to  the  govern- 
ment, you  turn  them  over  to  a court  or  monarch;  if  you  turn 
the  railroads,  the  telegraphs,  or  the  lands  or  waters  over  to  the 
government,  you  turn  them  over  to  a court  or  monarch;  but  in 
this  American  republic,  if  you  turn  the  banks,  railroads,  tele- 
graphs, lands,  waters,  or  any  other  institution  over  to  the  gov- 
ernment, you  turn  them  over  to  the  people,  and  turn  them  into 
a collective  proprietorship. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


INDIVIDUAL  LIBERTY  AND  COLLECTIVE  LIBERTY. 

In  the  beginning  the  ego  recognizes  but  one  self;  in  the  end 
it  recognizes  the  whole  self.  In  no  manner  can  the  ego  recog- 
nize the  whole  self  save  by  an  interchange  of  thought  and  act- 
ion with  all  other  egoes  resolved  into  one — into  a collectivity. 

If  there  were  naught  but  individualism,  and  no  collectivism, 
then  individuals  could  only  interchange  thought  and  action  with 
individuals,  and  never  could  connect  in  thought  or  action  with 
that  greater  individual,  the  nation,  which  is  constituted  by  all 
individuals  being  correlated  into  one.  Surely  the  philosophy 
which  merely  considers  the  individualities  of  men  as  separate 
units,  and  which  does  not  recognize  man  in  the  concrete,  does 
not  recognize  but  one  portion  of  existence;  does  not  recognize 
but  a portion  of  the  entire  fact.  The  welfare  of  man  in  the  con- 
crete- is  as  important  and  as  necessary  a fact  as  is  the  welfare 
o’’  man  in  the  individual;  and  as  the  concrete  should  guard  the 
welfare  of  the  individual,  so  should  the  individual  guard  the  wel- 
fare of  the  concrete,  and  this  he  can  only  perform  through  a 
collectivity,  and  this  can  only  be  performed  for  him  by  a col- 
lectivity. . 

When  man  rises  to  this  grand  truth  of  guarding  himself  in 

the  concrete  as  well  as  guarding  himself  in  his  individuality,  he 
then  sinks  his  individuality  in  the  welfare  of  the  whole,  and  the 
whole,  returning  his  devotion,  sinks  itself  in  him,  and  he  thus 
receives  nourishment  and  strength  from  the  whole.  Tnus  the 
spiritual  and  physical  strength  of  his  country  is  his,  freely  to 
partake  of,  and  to  become  strong  thereby.  And  so  surely  as  all 
this  is  true,  just  so  surely  does  he  lose  all  this  when  he  refuses 
to  recognize,  and  but  guards  merely  his  own  individuality,  re- 
garding and  considering  not  the  universal  side  of  his  being. 

Thus  if  man’s  individual  state  is  to  be  strong,  his  collective 
state  must  be  strong.  If  his  individual  state  is  to  be  healthy, 
his  collective  state  must  be  healthy.  If  his  individual  state  is 
to  be  virtuous,  his  collective  state  must  be  virtuous.  If  his  in- 
dividual state  is  to  be  FREE,  his  collective  state  must  be  FREE; 
for  individual  liberty  can  only  be  attained  through  collective 
liberty.  Only  can  the  individual’s  full  powers  be  free  and  un- 
bound in  a nation  where  the  nation  is  itself  free  and  unbound 
from  individual  control  of  its  necessities.  The  proprietorship  of 
these  necessities  by  individuals  is  the  one  great  error  which  en- 
slaves the  nation.  When  the  nation  is  enslaved,  all  individuals 
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in  it  are  enslaved.  Therefore,  for  individuals  to  be  free,  all  in- 
dividual control  of  their  necessities  must  be  abolished. 

Individualism  foolishly  imagines  that  by  individual  posses- 
sion of  wealth  it  is  placed  above  the  general  condition,  and  has 
secured  safety,  peace  and  liberty.  But  it  has  not;  for  the  gen- 
eral injustice  which  its  error  inflicts  upon  society  surrounds  it 
with  disease  and  crime.  In  vain  it  surrounds  itself  with  physi- 
cians to  protect  it  from  a diseased  society:  in  vain  it  surrounds 
itself  with  armed  officials,  police,  and  soldiers,  to  protect 
ic  from  a criminalized  society.  Contagion  spreads  and 
crime  increases,  and  the  individual  proprietor  is  hastened 
to  his  grave  by  the  general  contagion.  The  vultures  of 
law  hover  round  his  departure,  circling  round  and  round  his 
tempting  acquirements  as  carrions  in  the  air.  Looking  back- 
ward over  his  individualistic  life,  he  beholds  a dark-drawn 
scene  of  discordant  struggle  of  unhappiness  and  unrest.  The 
peace  he  expected  through  individual  accumulation  found  no 
peace  for  him.  Every  shadow  to  him  contained  a thief,  every 
sound  an  assassin;  friendship  to  him  merely  concealed  a dark 
design;  and  gentle  charity  appeared  but  a trick  to  tap  his  in- 
dividual stores.  Sounds  and  outward  trappings  follow  him 
to  his  windowless  house;  but  not  one  sound  is  for  him,  not  one 
tinsel  trapping  for  him,  but  for  that  which  he  could  not  take 
with  him;  for  it  was  not  his  to  take.  All  that  he  hath  taken 
with  him  is  his  narrowness  and  his  shriveledness,  and  that  he 
hath  surely  taken— taken— where?  and  for  what?  Crowds 
gather  along  the  curbs  to  behold  the  celebration  of  his  de- 
parture. The  ragged  smile  and  jest  among  the  multitude  here 
and  there  are  imprecations.  In  the  carriages  are  people  crape- 
clad,  who  ponder  behind  their  crape  upon  the  contents  of  his 
will.  And  now  a gorgeous  monument  is  reared.  But  why  its 
inscription?  Why  ironically  satirize  the  dead?  Why  not  have 
left  the  polished  stone  blank  and  bare?  The  wealth  he  deemed 
sufficient  for  his  heirs  now  sinks  beneath  the  quicksands  of  legal 
mysteries;  orphan  and  widow  are  plucked  of  their  legacy,  thrown 
to  the  contagion  and  crime  of  a general  heritage.  Theft  steals 
in  the  darkness  upon  his  sepulcher,  and  his  poor  remains  are 
abducted  for  extortion.  Sad,  sad  denouement!  Dark,  dark  his- 
tory! Individual  proprietorship!  this  is  the  story  of  a prince; 
but  equal  in  its  sadness  is  the  sequel  of  thy  serf! 

Individual  accumulations  can  yield  no  certain  security;  for 
the  conditions  which  individual  accumulations  create  are  ever 
dangerous  to  security.  Collective  proprietorship  of  wealth  and 
the  brotherhood  and  sisterhood  of  the  nation  can  only  yield  a 
I'ositive  and  certain  security.  With  the  disappearance  of  in- 
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dividual  acquisition,  the  legal  vulture  would  be  gone  with  his 
legal  traps  and  legal  pitfalls  for  the  studied  absorption  of  the 
orphan’s  and  widow’s  bequest.  With  the  disappearance  of  m- 
cividual  accumulation  would  disappear  the  crime  which  individ- 
ual poverty  through  generations  hereditary  yields.  There  being 
no  individual  proprietorship,  the  individual  would  have  no  object 
to  pilfer;  for  action  ceases,  devoid  of  object.  The  entire  wealth 
of  the  nation,  its  opportunities,  advantages,  sustenance,  and  all 
that  it  possessed  to  yield  strength,  comfort,  happiness,  health, 
and  peace  would  be  for  each  and  for  all.  Every  child  would  be 
reared  in  the  moral  teachings  of  the  national  kindergartens; 
every  avenue  of  information,  and  knowledge,  art,  and  science, 
open  to  all;  air,  light,  water,  land,  money  and  machinery,  all, 
and  more,  would  pour  their  wealth  and  released  resources  into 
the  lap  of  a common  brotherhood.  And  as  the  power,  strength, 
order,  intelligence  and  morality  of  the  race  improved,  so  pro- 
portionately diseases  would  disappear  with  the  low,  unhealthy, 
discordant,  and  destructive  conditions  concomitant  of  present 
individual  control.  The  more  individualism  refuses  to  guard  the 
collective  side  of  itself,  the  less  individual  liberty  will  it  have; 
individuals  will  trample  down  the  rights  of  indivWuals,  and  in- 
dividuals form  with  individuals  to  exploit  individuals.  In  its 
attempt  to  individually  control  the  means  of  subsistence,  indi- 
vidualism will  find  the  stronger  ahead  in  the  race,  and  the  cun- 
ning of  the  brute  ahead  of  all.  Being  the  brute  condition  of 
life,  collectivism  or  society  not  being  abolishable  any  more  than 
individualism,  there  will  still  be  a collectivism;  but  it,  too,  will 
be  bound  and  controlled  by  the  strong  and  the  lowly  cunning, 
as  are  the  necessities;  and  individualism  will  find  that  in  its 
refusal  to  recognize  and  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  whole,  it 
has  enslaved  and  wronged  itself. 


All  selfishness,  all  oppression,  all  injustice  and  all  govern- 
ment spring  from  individualism.  Individualism  is  but  another 
name  for  government.  A collectivity  or  national  co-operation 
is  not  a government;  it  is  self-control  of  the  whole  by  itself,  and 
self-control  is  no  government.  Self-control,  being  the  highest 
attainable  condition  of  the  ego,  is  therefore  the  highest  form  of 
its  liberty.  A nation  whose  collectivity  is  thus  self-controlled 
is  a bona  fide  free  nation.  Where  the  collectivities  step  from 
under  the  rule  of  individuals,  and  where  they  assume  complete 
control  of  themselves  collectively,  and  all  pertaining  to  them- 
selves collectively:  where  they  abolish  every  individual  pro- 
prietorship, and  only  recognize  themselves  as  a wnoie  in  the 
ownership  of  themselves  and  the  ownership  of  all  pertaining  to 
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themselves — they  are  then  in  the  form  and  have  thus  established 
their  collective  liberty. 

Individual  liberty  and  collective  liberty  are  one  and  insep- 
arable. 

Whenever  a people  enter  into  a perfect  co-partnership  of 
the  whole,  then  all  government  from  that  moment  ceases;  their 
personal  desires  and  interests  being  carried  out  according  to 
the  will  of  the  whole,  they  have  substituted  co-operation  for  gov- 
ernment. 

Individual  liberty  must  have,  and  positively  must  have,  ex- 
actly this  atmosphere  and  condition  of  society  for  its  unfold- 
ment;  for  environments  are  molds;  and  only  where  the  nation 
is  thus  freed  from  individual  lust  of  property,  and  is  therefore 
self-controlled,  can  self-controlled  men  and  women  be  evoluted; 
and  self-controlled  men  and  women  means  individual  liberty. 
Thus  collective  liberty  and  individual  liberty  are  identical  in 
philosophy,  and  their  cause  a unit. 

Individuals  must  learn  and  must  realize  that  their  life,  hap- 
piness and  liberty  are  correlated  with  the  whole;  that  they  can- 
not evolve  the  higher  forms  of  either  of  these  apart  from  the 
whole.  This  is  the  great  truth  of  truths;  this  is  the  one  truth 
and  the  most  important  truth,  yet  to  be  incorporated  in  our 
decalogue  of  practice;  this  is  the  truth  which  underlies  the  broth- 
erhood of  man;  and  this  is  the  truth  which  underlies  the  virtue 

of  love  and  the  value  of  wisdom. 

What  does  my  individualism  need  to  attain  its  full  stature 
lor  the  unfoldment  of  its  greatness?  It  certainly  does  not  need 
to  put  the  sun  in  its  safe,  nor  the  moon  in  its  pocket;  it  does 
rot  need  a mortgage  on  space  and  all  things  therein;  nor  does 
it  need  all  the  beds  in  the  world,  nor  all  the  food  in  the  world, 
nor  all  the  houses  in  the  world,  nor  all  the  hats,  garments,  tools, 
machines,  food,  cattle,  horses,  and  live  stock;,  nor  does  it  need 
all  the  land,  water,  light  and  air  to  unfold  its  individual  great- 
ness; although  there  be  certain  low,  primitive-life  manifesta- 
tions, with  certain  round,  sack-like  bodies,  fitting  close  to  earth, 
walking  upon  hands  and  feet  to  fit  the  closer,  with  eyes  seeing 
little  things,  with  mouth  protruding  earthward,  with  tusks  to 
rend  its  brothers,  and  with  grunts  for  the  necessity  of  others, 
whose  nature  deems  it  otherwise — whose  nature  deems  that  the 
unfoldment  of  greatness  lies  in  the  unfoldment  of  snout,  the 
growth  of  tusks,  and  the  expansion  of  abdominal  control. 

This  thing  is  not  man,  but  is  in  man,  and  predominates  his 
present  individualistic  civilization.  But  again  we  ask.  What 
does  my  individuality  need  to  unfold  it  to  its  highest  stature? 
It  needs  free  and  unlimited  scope  to  incorporate  within  itself 
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all  that  is  necessary  to  its  spiritual  and  physical  life,  happiness 
and  liberty.  For  this  purpose,  it  needs  the  establishment  of 
/ conditions  of  nature  and  of  society  wherein  it  shall  enjoy  free 

and  unlimited  access  to  whatever  is  necessary  to  this  end;  and 
the  first  step  to  such  conditions  is  the  suppression  of  this  thing 
with  the  snout  and  the  tusks.  For  the  fundamental  principle  upon 
which  my  access  to  whatever  is  necessary  to  me  is  based,  lies 
in  the  supremacy  of  a condition  wherein  I recognize  every  other 
ego’s  necessary  access  to  the  same,  and  allow  to  each  and  to  all 
that  which  I discover  necessary  to  my  own  unfoldment.  Why 
is  this  the  necessary  condition  upon  which  my  opportunity  is 
based?  Because,  if  I refuse  others  access  to  the  stores  of  ex- 
istence unlimited  in  their  abundance— an  abundance  necessitat- 
ing no  fear  of  exhaustion,  and  therefore  necessitating  no  need 
ot  proprietorshiping— if  I refuse  others  access  to  these  stores, 
then  I open  up  these  stores  to  individual  control,  and  make  war 
where  peace  before  existed.  I waste  my  life  standing  between 
my  brother  and  his  necessities,  instead  of  enjoying  myself  and 
leaving  him  to  enjoy  from  the  exhaustless  store  as  well.  And 
this  is  individual  proprietorship  of  the  earth  and  the  earth’s 
fullness.  This  is  what  the  philosophers,  poets,  painters,  patriots, 
martyrs,  have  endeavored  to  abolish;  this  is  what  individualism 
' has  lit  her  fagots  to  perpetuate,  by  burning  the  devoted  bodies 

of  our  saints  of  free  thought;  this  is  why  dungeons  have  been 
built  into  the  earth  in  the  endeavor  to  wall  down,  to  bolt  and 
bar  around,  and  shut  out  from  man  the  truth  of  social  proprie- 
torship. Walling  in  ideas!  Endeavoring  to  stop  this  viewless 
current  of  the  star’s  life— this  thing  which  comes  and  goes  from 
us  upon  unseen,  unfelt  wires!  Selfishness!  still  the  sea’s  beat 
if  you  can;  but  you  cannot  still  the  resistless  beat  of  thought. 

You  can  not  stay  the  march  of  Socialism! 

Man  must  learn  and  comprehend  the  laws  of  association.  All 

that  blesses  man  today  he  has  received  through  association. 
Individualism  aims  to  establish  might  as  right;  collectivism 
alms  to  establish  right  as  might.  Collectivism  succors  the  weak; 
individualism  crushes  it.  Individualism  contemplates  itself, 
collectivism  contemplates  the  entirety.  Collectivism  gives  birth 
to  the  race,  sustains,  protects  and  unfolds  it;  individualism  of 
itself  produces  nothing,  protects  and  unfolds  nothing;  all  the 
good  that  it  can  do  is  to  add  itself  to  the  good,  and  thus  be- 

come  better. 

Socialism  is  the  last  and  highest  step  in  political  economy— 
the  abolition  of  individualistic  passions  and  lusts.  The  next  step 

above,  is  dazzling  to  contemplate. 

Individualism  has  been  so  deadly  and  hostile  to  individual- 
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ism  that  collectivism  has  hitherto  but  confined  its  efforts  to 
protecting  individuals  from  individuals— from  individual  hate, 
rapacity,  slander,  theft  and  murder.  It  has  at  length  unfolded 
its  many  parts  into  the  recognition  of  collective  truths,  and  with 
this  advanced  recognition,  collectivism  now  proceeds  to  a higher 
state  of  protection,  and  instead  of  protecting  men  singly,  it 
now, -through  Socialism,  proceeds  to  protect  them  from  each 
other  en  masse,  by  going  to  the  root  of  individual  conflict,  i.  e., 
their  private  proprietorship  of  each  other's  necessities. 

This  collective  protection  at  once  puts  an  end  to  their  mi  - 
lion  private  antagonisms  growing  out  of  their  million  private 
proprietorships,  inaugurates  a reign  of  order,  and  abolishes  this 
present  pandemonium  of  confusion.  The  most  diabolical  acts 
upon  the  registers  of  infamy  spring  from  the  private  proprietor- 
ship of  wealth— individual  conflict,  murder,  poisoning,  assassina- 
tion, midnight  and  daylight  pillage-all,  and  worse,  have  their 
black  roots  deep  down  in  private  proprietorship.  This  is  the 
serpent  which  corrupts  and  debauches.  For  individua  property 
man  has  spotted  with  blood  his  hands,  and  woman  with  sin  he 
soul.  Come,  Socialism!  let  the  curtain  down  upon  this  horn 

‘’“’'And  when  the  cnrtnln  le  down  upon  it.  reflect  these  words 

in  letters  of  light,  from  thy  stereopticon  of  reason: 

You  who  seek  liberty  and  would  find  it,  know,  then,  that 
you  can  only  find  your  liberty  in  the  liberty  of  your  fellow -men. 
You  who  seek  happiness  and  would  have  it.  know  then  you  can 
only  find  your  happiness  in  the  happiness  of  your  e ^ 

you  can  only  extract  happiness  from  their  happiness 
Tou  Tould  seek  to  make  yourself  happy,  make  others  happy. 

What  you  do  unto  another,  you  do  unto  course 
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CHAPTER  V. 


THE  LITTLE  “ME.” 

If  every  artificial  and  natural  necessity  of  the  people  was 
run  and  controlled  by  the  people  collectively  instead  of  individ- 
ually, then  every  situation  in  society  would  be  a government 
position,  and  every  man  and  every  woman  would  be  in  office, 
working  for  the  government,  working  for  the  people,  and  there- 
fore in  reality  w^orking  for  their  true  self — their  self — through 
the  whole.  The  greater  and  broader  the  employer,  the  greater 
and  broader  the  conditions  of  the  employe,  and  this  vast  re- 
public of  ours  is  the  broadest  and  is  the  greatest  employer  that 
ever  employe  worked  for.  It  gives  to  its  employes  better  hours 
and  better  pay  than  ever  other  employer  gave  before  or  gives 
at  present,  because  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  greatest  and  it  is 
the  broadest  source  of  employment  in  and  of  itself  in  all  the 
world. 

Who  is  it  that  would  not  prefer  to  be  employed  by  his  coun- 
try than  by  a petty  personal  interest?  Who  is  it  that  would 
rather  work  for  one  than  work  for  all? 

^ The  closer  your  work  is  confined  to  personal  or  individual 

interest,  the  meaner  the  job  and  the  harder  your  task-master. 
The  closer  your  work  is  identified  with  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  more  directly  the  entire  mass  is  concerned  in  your 
labors  and  is  your  direct  employer,  the  better  the  relations 
around  you  and  the  more  magnanimous  your  compensation. 
While,  upon  the  other  hand,  the  closer  and  closer  the  employer 
becomes  your  own  little  “me,”  the  harder  and  harder  becomes 
the  overseer,  and  you  will  find  that  no  employer  in  all  your  ex- 
perience ever  worked  you  so  long,  so  hard,  and  so  constant,  as 
this  “it” — your  own  little  “me!” 

Under  the  present  condition  of  this  “it”  and  the  “me”  run- 
ning and  controlling  industry  and  science,  and  the  “us”  and  the 
“w’e”  sitting  upon  the  back  seats  generally,  there  are  very  few 
government  positions,  comparatively  speaking.  The  infinite  “us” 
and  the  “we”  therefore  have  to  toil  mostly  for  this  finite  “it” 
and  “me,”  and  our  conditions  and  our  compensations  therefore 
are  finite,  little,  contracted,  and  narrow  as  our  finite  employers 
are  little,  contracted  and  narrow. 

V If  we  would,  therefore,  have  our  compensation  and  condi- 

tions broadened  and  enlarged,  we  must  broaden  and  enlarge  the 
I employer.  We  must  raise  that  employer  from  this  “it”  and  the 

I “me”  up  to  greater  proportions  of  the  republic. 

‘ As  we  have  said,  there  are  very  few  government  or  collec- 
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tivity  jobs  at  present,  comparatively  speaking,  because  the  col- 
“cSvny  runs  i small  a percentage  o,  Its  oyn  a«alrs  and  tlrere-  ^ 

fore  has  not  jobs  enough  to  go  all  around;  but  when  the  col 
lectivity  does  take  hold  of  its  own  affairs,  then  there 
government  jobs  enough  to  go  all  around,  and  the  idie  “il^ 
till  all  find  work  enough  for  all.  and  not  find  ten  men  s labor 
crowded  upon  one.  and  the  other  nine  forced  into  want  and 
ic’leness  Nor  will  it  find  marvelous  developments  standing  in 
abeyaTce  and  paralyzed,  while  willing  labor  and  ready  science 
stand  willing  and  ready  to  bring  them  forth  but  ^ 

cause,  forsooth!  of  that  Machiavelian  he.  that  stolen  pur 
“capital.”  which  cries;  “Wait  till  ‘ME’  allows  you- me  and  me 

™°'^This  ‘me’  and  me  money  bags.”  that  comes  along,  skims 
the  cream  off  our  milk,  kindly  presents  us  with  the  thin  re- 
luainder.  and  unblushingly  informs  us  that  if  it  was  not 
eve  could  have  no  milk,  have  no  cow.  have  no  meadow  h 
no  moon,  sun  nor  stars!  That  “IT”  is  the  ^^or!  -.he  Goa 
the  “Capital!”  And  verily  it  is  the  “Capital  -the  capital  false- 

“"Man  IS  the  capital,  not  money.  Man  Is  the  creator  ot 
ital;  and  this  thing  vthlch  he  hath  created  creeps  w,  and.  lih, 
a hng  npon  a throne,  speaks  ont  “Behold  Jehovah- ME 

Poor  little  egotistical  hng!  Thy  name  Is  Individualism 
We  know  thee  by  thy  microscopicness;  for  what  is  so  vain, 
mue  so  conceited,  so  ohtnse  to  the  hlgness  of  the  uniyerse.  a, 
this  little  self-bloviated  babble,  this  little,  litt  e,  in.  . 

Compare  the  treatment  of  the  employes  of  individualism  and 
the  treTtment  of  the  employes  of  collectivism.  Who  is  it  wor^ 

its  employes  fourteen  hours  per  day  at  ^ . 

year?  Individualism.  Who  is  it  that  waves  its  lash  of  d s 
charge”  above  the  trembling  head  of  its  living  mac  ine.^^^^d 
jealous  of  the  slave’s  momentary  rest 

harder  work  longer,  work  stronger,  or  starve.  Gentle  in 
vidualism.  Who  is  it  that  drives  the  builders  of  places  into 
huts,  dresses  the  weavers  of  its  robes  in  rags  feeds  the  pur 
veyors  of  its  tables  upon  husks?  KIND  individualism.  Who  s 

u that  sets  its  brother  in  the  hot,  hot, 

through  the  long,  long,  weary  day,  and  who,  when  that  broth 
er’s  toil  has  translated  its  standing  sheaves  into  sacks  of  pr^ 

cLus  grain,  gives  him  in  pay  the  value  of  the 

ing  for  its  gun,  calls  upon  its  goodly  dog  and  loudly  bellow  , 

“Tramp!”  MAGNANIMOUS  individualism.  Who  is  it  that  say  , 

“Little  children,  come  unto  ‘ME,’  and  I will  set  you  in  me  fac- 
tory where  I have  kindly  broke  down  your  parents,  and 
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manufacture  you,  like  them,  into  ‘me’  bank 
it  that,  catching  its  brother  hungry,  charges  him  his 
for  a crust,  and  calls  it  “business?”  COMMERCIAL  individ- 

Who  is  it  that,  setting  itself  upon  a throne,  sets  its  brother 
down  in  the  mud,  and  cries  out  to  him:  “Behold  ME.  ME, 

the  very  illustrious  person  who  owns  you!” 

And  this  poor,  little,  conceited,  vain,  dwarfed,  egotistical 

ego  “ME,”  demands  to  hold  the  reins  of  the  universe.  Our 
countless  concretion  of  “me’s”  would  settle  itself  like  a fly-speck 
upon  the  spectrum  of  the  telescope  and  shut  out  our  vision  of 

“Individualism!”  What  a long,  long,  word  for  such  a short 
short  thing!  “Individualism,”  that  claims  that  itself— the  part 
-IS  greater  than  the  whole;  that  the  “us”  has  no  right  s own 
the  land,  but  that  the  “me.”  the  little  fl"^«ng  spo“  m the  mm- 
beam,  has  the  right,  and  the  sunbeam  no  right  at  all.  Claims 
that  a dot  is  larger  than  the  sun,  and  a more  important  fact“ 
than  the  universe!  “Individualism,”  this  small  thing  “^h  t 
Dig  big  name,  that  says;  “ME”  shall  own  the  land  water, 
lilht  fnd  air,  the  railroads  and  the  telegraphs,  the  industries 
an^the  mone;;  but  it  would  be  wrong  for  the  “ole  to  o“  he 
land,  water,  light  and  air,  the  railroads  and  the  ^ 

industries  and  the  money.  It  would  be  outra“ous  for  the  w“^e 
to  own  itself,  but  right  for  the  “ME”  to  own  the  whole,  BY  OWN 

ING  ITS  NECESSITIES  OF  LIFE. 

Poor  little  “me!”  poor  little  mote  with  the  big,  big  gre“ 
we  would  not  harm  thee!  No!  thou  wouldst  harm  thyself. 
Thou  clutchest  too  much  for  thy  poor  little  clutch  to  get  around^ 
The  earth  is  twenty-four  thousand  miles  around,  they  say.  and 
thou  would  clutch  it  all,  and  clutch  us  all  along  with  it.  Bu 
thou  must  be  restrained  for  thine  own  good,  for  thine  own  ele- 
vation. for  thine  own  evolution  into  greatness,  from  thy  present 

'‘'°^wrthe  whole,  love  thee;  for  are  we  not  composed  of  all 
the  “thees.”  composed  of  all  the  specks,  of  all  the  motes  of  all 
the  dots?  and  is  not  our  love  greater  than  the  love  of  thy  in- 

finitesimal  dot?  Look  out  and  up  from  " 

' hold  us  all!  Is  not  the  earth  ours,  not  thine?  And  bei“  ours, 
hast  thou  not  also  a rightful  share?  Wouldst  thou  have  a 
wrongful  share?  Remember,  thou  art  a share  of  us.  And  be- 
ing a share  of  us,  dost  thou  not  perceive  that  our  greatness  is 
thy  greatness,  our  unfoldment  thy  unfoldment,  our  happiness 
thy  happiness?  And  upon  the  other  hand,  that  our  injury  i 
thy  injury,  that  our  fate  and  our  cause  is  thine? 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


> 


INDUSTRY. 

The  world’s  ingratitude  to  labor  is  the  most  terrible  of  its 
wrongs.  Its  toilers  are  ever  upon  the  rack  of  outrage.  The  com- 
pensation it  pays  industry  is  misery,  low  wages,  coarse  raiment, 
squalid  habitation,  and  mean  sustenance— a condition  the  nur- 
sery for  crime.  The  burdens  of  society  rest  heaviest  upon  la- 
bor, its  greatest  of  benefactors,  and  curses  and  lashes  are  the 
reward  of  its  goodness.  Why  should  this  be?  The  compensa- 
tion of  that  which  places  a palace  above  your  head,  a feast  upon 
your  table,  a robe  upon  your  back,  and  furnishes  you  with  ev- 
ery necessity  of  human  effort,  is  treated  with  contempt  and 
contumely.  It  is  nothing  for  the  lawyer,  politician,  general,  doc- 
tor, landlord,  merchant  or  banker,  to  receive  thousands,  ay,  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  their  efforts,  while  but  few  and  far  between 

are  the  pennies  yielded  to  the  toiler. 

I am  not  for  pulling  down  the  high  salaries  of  some  because 

others  get  low,  but  my  humanity  cries  aloud  for  justice!  To  be 
president  of  a nation  may  be  considered  great,  but  mere  position 
does  not  make  man  greater  than  mankind,  no  more  than  to  be 
upon  a mountain  top  makes  men  greater  than  those  in  the  val- 
ley below;  truly,  the  position  may  be  greater,  but  the  position 
is  not  the  man.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  a year  to  a president; 
a dollar  a day  to  a toiler!  The  toiler  gives  his  time,  attention, 
mind,  body,  and  effort  to  his  duty;  the  president  gives,  can  give, 
no  more.  The  president  has  been  trained,  mind  and  body,  for 
his  duty;  the  toiler,  for  his.  The  president  puts  forth  the  peculiar 
mental  and  physical  action  necessary  to  his  task;  the  toiler, 
equally  so  to  his;  and  where  is  the  superiority?  The  toiler  might 
be  removed  and  the  loss  unrecognizable;  thousands  stand  ready 
to  take  his  place.  None  might  fill  the  measure  of  his  skill; 
but  what  of  that?  The  tide  rolls  on.  The  president  might  be 
removed;  millions  stand  ready  to  take  HIS  place.  None  might 
fill  the  measure  of  his  skill;  hut  what  of  that?  The  tide  rolls 
on  also.  There  is  no  real  deserving  superiority  between  the 
two,  yet  one  receives  fifty  thousand  a year,  the  other  a dollar 
a day!  One  studies  awhile  and  applies  his  signature  to  a few 
papers,  and  the  imagination  of  the  momentousness  of  his  task 
overcomes  him.  The  other  studies,  and  studies,  and  studies,  and 
toils,  and  toils,  and  toils;  there  is  little  imagination  about  his 
task;  it  is  real,  real,  real!  And  the  reality  wears,  and  deepb" 
wears,  and  overcomes  him— wears  and  overcomes  him,  indeed.! 
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Yet  one  receives  fifty  thousand  dollars  a year,  and  the  other 
a dollar  a day!  Shame,  shame!  Yet  this  is  civilization!  The 
human  heart,  the  human  mind,  should  not  rest  until  this  wrong 
be  righted.  No  man  should  receive  fifty  thousand  dollars  a year 
while  one  man  among  sixty  millions  receives  but  a dollar  a 
day.  It  is  deemed  an  unnoticeable  affair,  common,  and  in  noth- 
ing extraordinary,  for  a lawyer  to  charge  one  thousand  dollars 
for  the  effort  of  a day.  If  a laborer  were  to  ask  twenty,  the  de- 
mand would  be  considered  outrageous,  and  the  demander  beyond 
the  pale  of  consideration.  Yet  a lawyer  acting  as  a judge  will 
decree  and  fix  the  compensation  of  a lawyer  in  a case  before 
him,  and  fix  it  at  hundreds  an  hour,  and  declare  it  the  justice 
he  himself  would  demand.  Where  is  the  lawyer’s  effort  more 
valuable  to  society  than  the  toiler’s?  Yet  all  this  is  so,  and  the 
dance  goes  on.  The  lawyer  puts  you  in  prison,  the  general  shoots 
you,  the  doctor  poisons  you,  the  landlord  turns  you  out  upon 
the  highway,  the  banker  skins  you,  and  the  preacher  sends  you 
to  hell.  For  this  you  give  hundreds  of  thousands  a year  mil- 
lions! billions!  To  the  toiler— A DOLLAR  A DAY! 

The  toiler  clothes  you  from  your  cradle  to  your  grave;  from 
the  storm  and  the  sun  he  shelters  you;  soft  is  the  couch  he 
prepares  for  your  dreams;  humbly,  meekly,  patiently,  kindly, 
he  wrings  from  the  earth  its  richness,  and  places  it  upon  your 
table;  the  results  of  his  toil  stand  between  you  and  the  elements; 
ai  his  touch,  your  deserts  blossom,  the  hills  in  your  path  levels, 
and  you  journey  swift  as  the  lightnings.  True,  science  has 
done  its  share;  but  where  would  science  be  without  HIM?  And 

for  this,  and  more,  he  receives  a dollar  a day? 

Ah!  but  you  say  he  sometimes  receives  more.  Does  he? 
Well,  even  so,  he  receives  not  justice  until  he  receives  equal 

with  you  all. 
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CHAPTER  VII.  ^ 


CHATTEL  AND  COMPETITIVE  SLAVES. 

There  are  two  forms  of  unpaid  or  spoliated  labor.  One  is 
known  as  chattel  slavery,  the  other  as  competitive  employment. 
The  chattel  slave  receives  its  food,  covering  and  shelter  directly 
from  and  is  directly  under  the  physical  control  or  body-proprie- 
torship of  its  owner.  The  results  of  these  two  species  of  slavery 
are  the  same,  except  the  body-proprietorshiped  or  competitive 
slave,  although  proprietor  directly  over  its  own  body,  is  never- 
theless indirectly  the  same  bounden  tool,  the  same  spoliated  serf, 
as  the  chattel  slave.  The  competitive  employe  instead  of  being 
furnished  food,  covering  and  shelter  directly  by  the  master,  re- 
ceives in  lieu  thereof  a certain  amount  of  money  wherewith  to 
purchase  the  same;  and  this  purchasing  of  its  food,  covering  and 
shelter  by  the  competitive  slave  furnishes  it  with  an  illusion  that 
it  is  paid  and  that  it  is  free.  In  supposition  and  in  imagination 
this  is  undoubtedly  so;  but  in  reality,  when  the  two  conditions 
are  fairly  compared,  we  find  the  results  of  the  two  systems  ex- 
actly the  same  in  every  particular;  and  That  both  systems  of 
slavery  return  its  slaves  the  same  proportional  compensation,  i. 
e.,  food,  covering  and  shelter  of  the  rudest  kind,  and  nothing 
more,  at  the  end  of  the  task,  for  all  the  wealth  the  slave  has 

created. 

Slavery  of  any  kind  never  was,  never  will  be,  a respecter  of 
lace,  color  or  previous  condition,  though  chattel  slavery  pretend- 
ed to  confine  itself  to  the  color  line,  and  thus  brought  race  preju- 
dice to  its  aid.  Nevertheless,  had  it  not  met  its  fate,  and  had 
it  arisen  to  its  full  ancient  proportions,  we  would  in  time  have 
witnessed  men  and  women,  irrespective  of  blood,  auctioned  off 
upon  its  block.  Chattel  slavery,  throughout  time,  never  respect- 
ed condition  or  blood;  and  men  of  the  highest  attainments,  men 
who  have  rendered  themselves  famous  in  history,  poetry,  sci- 
ence, and  painting,  have  been  sold  like  dumb  brutes  within  the 

markets  of  chattel  slavery. 

Competitive  employment,  like  its  predecessor,  is  also  no  re- 
specter of  persons;  and  rent,  interest  and  profit  today  number 
under  its  triune  ownership  the  genius,  talent,  and  accomplish- 
ment of  the  country.  The  competitive  slave  is  not  confined  to 
class.  Thousands  of  industrious  and  assiduous  merchants  belong 
to  the  ranks  of  competitive  slavery.  Persons  who  tax  their 
strength  to  the  utmost  and  present  most  praiseworthy  displays 
of  humanity’s  necessities,  and  who  toil  and  tax  their  energy  daily 
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and  yearly,  find  themselves  at  the  end,  bankrupt,  and  broken  in 
pocket,  mind,  and  body.  Often  men  of  vast  enterprise  equally 
belong  to  the  innumerable  army  of  competition.  Men  whose 
force  and  creative  character  construct  and  build  every  species 
of  wealth,  Napoleons  of  industry,  architects,  and  sculptors  of  the 
grandeurs  of  civilization,  pften  alike  find  themselves,  as  the 
great  majority,  gray-bearded,  bent  and  enfeebled,  shorn  of  all 
natural  and  artificial  necessities.  Competitive  slavery,  we  thus 
readily  perceive,  is  no  respector  of  persons;  and  its  slaves  are 
not  distinguishable  through  species  of  occupation,  dress,  rank  or 
appearance.  And  present  society,  through  all  its  degrees,  but 
presents  an  unbroken  kaleidoscopic  view  of  financial  or  money 
slaves,  chained  to  this  competitive  monster’s  chariot  by  the 

chains  of  either  rent,  interest  or  profit. 

In  chattel  slavery  there  were  slaves  who  dressed  well,  lived 

well,  and  who  were  engaged  at  occupations  of  mental  degree,  but 
and  in  competitive  slavery  there  are  men  today  who  live  an 
move  in  citcles  called  fashionable,  who  dress  in  fine  linen  and 
stuffs  live  in  fine  mansions  and  dine  sumptuously,  and  yet  who. 
tor  all  this,  are  hollow  when  it  comes  to  freedom— who.  for  all 
this  are  as  penniless,  although  assessed  as  wealthy,  as  their 
SDoliated  brother  slave  of  competition,  who  refnoves  the  ashes 
from  their  doors.  Once  in  a great  while  a suicide  reveals  this 
fact,  but  the  competitive  slaves,  from  the  foundation-toiler  to 
the  one  who  gives  orders  from  the  dome,  are  patient,  and  toil  on 
iike  dumb,  driven  brutes  until  they  drop  in  their  tracks. 

The  cause,  therefore,  of  Socialism-the  cause  that  proposes 
that  the  wealth  earned  by  the  people  in  transportation,  manufac- 
ture. telegraphy,  agriculture,  electricity,  chemistry,  science,  art. 
shall  belong  to  humanity,  that  competition  shall  be  replaced  by 
co-operation;  that  competitive  slavery  must  go  like  its  pred- 
they  were  slaves,  nevertheless,  for  all  their  cage  being  gilded, 
ecessor,  chattel  slavery;  that  the  people  shall  own  idiemselves 
this  cause,  we  assert,  is  not  alone  the  cause  of  any  one  class 
of  competitive  serfdom,  whether  it  be  clad  in  overalls  or  broad- 
cloth, but  is  the  cause  of  each  and  every  citizen  alike  who  knows 
or  who  should  know,  that  the  greatest  good  to  each  is  the  great- 

est  good  to  all.  , , i.i 

There  is  not  one  in  all  the  millions  but  would  be  directly 

and  immeasurably  benefited  through  the  elevation  of  the  whole 
ppople  Be  it  a millionaire  a thousand  fold,  there  can  be  no  good 
come  to  either  him  or  her.  unless  it  comes  from  the  good  of  the 
race.  Anything  derived  from  the  people’s  degradation  must 

eventually  prove  a curse  to  its  possessor. 

They  who  do  wrong  must  suffer;  for  who  can  escape  him- 
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self’  The  heads  of  our  erroneous  system  are  as  much  to  be 
pitied  as  the  last  in  the  line.  The  capitalist’s  determinate  will, 
tireless  energy,  large  ideas,  and  superlative  force  of  character 
would  rise  to  grander  tasks  if  a higher  standard  of  society  pre- 
vailed, and  would  be  run  in  grooves  beneficial  both  to  himse  . 

8Lnd  society. 

Yes!  the  socialization  of  all  natural  wealth  is  the  highest 
truth  for  millionaire  as  well  as  pauper,  and  both  alike  shall  yet 
perceive  and  favor  the  establishment  of  its  truths. 

Individualism  or  personal  proprietorship  is  the  cause  of  t e 
competitive  system.  The  merchant  is  pitted  against  his  fellow 
merchant,  and  cut  follows  cut,  until  bankruptcy  cuts  the  cuttei. 
The  employer  is  pitted  against  his  fellow  employer  until  he  casts 
his  losses  upon  the  toilers  under  him  and  lowers  their  wage. 
The  toiler  is  pitted  against  his  fellow  toiler  until  starvation- 
until  society  is  turned  into  a theater  of  individual  conflict,  where- 
in hate  and  cunning,  rule  and  ruin,  until  labor,  unpaid,  unhon- 
ored, and  despised,  is  looked  upon  with  aversion  instead  of  pleas- 
ure; until  a premium  is  set  upon  idleness,  and  the  millions  turn 
to  vice,  and  look  upon  virtue  as  a producer  of  misery.  Tru 
becomes  inverted,  property  worshiped,  and  its  creator,  Man,  dis- 
carded, denied,  disowned  and  left  to  die! 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE  SLAVE  MARKET. 

The  peculiar  difference  between  the  chattel  and  the  com- 
petitive slaves’  relationship  to  their  owners  is  marked  in  the  r 
different  processes  of  purchase  and  sale;  the  chattel  slave  of  old 
wa 'p"  »Pon  the  hlock  and  BID  UP,  while  the  o-h-PetUive  slave 

puts  hlmselt  upon  the  bloch  aud  BIDS  HIMSELh  DOWN^ 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  process  whereby  the  negro  was 
put  on  the  auction  block,  and  knocked  down  to  the  highest  b 
Lr-  but  not  quite  so  familiar,  some  of  us,  as  to  how  the  com- 
petitive slave  is  compelled  to  bid  himself  down  to  be  purchased 

Bn^heve^s  the  picture;  Behold  a slave  market  of  the  coim 
petitive  system.  A throng  of  idle,  anxious  looking  toilers, 
the  center,  a well  dressed  citizen,  a man-dealer  upon  the  com- 
petitive plane  of  man-dealing-a  man-purchaser 

Listen!  He  says;  “Come.  I want  an  employe-ME.  Ho.^ 
,ow  do  I hear  you  offer  yourselves?  Put  ^-rselv^s  do- 
There  are  one  hundred  of  you;  I only  want  one.  What  do 

""YlvTcomes  forward,  a man  of  middle  age,  yet  sound  in 
life  and  limb,  and  well  skilled  for  the  task, 

little  ones  to  support,  he  must  therefore  consider  them  n ins 

bid-his  bid  must  be  high  enough  to  take 

offers  himself  for  the  price  of  “TWO  COLLARS  PER  DAY. 

“Two  dollars  a day  is  bid,”  says  the  man-dealer.  Wh^-  ^his 

is  preposterous!  Two  dollars  per  day  is 

come  down  lower  than  that;  this  is  a good  30b  You  can  get 
something  to  eat  out  of  this  Job.  Thousands  jump  at  thm 

job.  It  is  a grand  opening  for  a young  man.  Going  at  two  d 

lars!  Do  I hear  a DOLLAR  AND  A HALF? 

“A  dollar  and  a half,”  bids  a slave,  a young  man  who  has 

but  lately  married,  and  who  has  but  himself  and  wife  to  sup- 

‘’“'■■A  dollar  and  a halt,”  cries  the  man-dealer.  ' Remember  It 
Is  your  last  chance!  The  mill  shut  down  last  week,  harvest  is 
over,  building  is  dull,  manufacture  complains  that  sales  a _ 
light,  and  that  the  people  are  not  buying  their  goods.  This  1 
your  last  chance,  your  last  gasp!  Get  down  lower  than  a dollar 

Then  a young  man,  unmarried,  and  devoid  of  ENCUM- 
BRANCES — “encumbrances”  is  the  term  wherewith  ren  , in  er 
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pst  and  profit  designates  the  family  of  a poor  man;  for  individ- 
ualistic selfishness,  opposed  to  life,  is  opposed  to  families  then 
this  young  man,  devoid  of  “encumbrances” — having  no  wife,  no 
children  to  support — bids  “ONE  DOLLAR  A DAY.” 

“Ha,  ha!  now  you  are  coming  down  to  business!  One  dol- 
lar a day!”  cries  the  man-dealer.  “But  you  can  get  down  lower 
than  this.  There  will  be  a few  more  lockouts  next  week;  a gen- 
eral strike  may  be  ordered  along  the  line;  get  down,  if  you  want 
to  get  through  the  winter.  A dollar  a day  I am  bid;  do  I hear 
a half?” 

Then  a swarthy-looking  man  from  a far-away  land,  friend- 
less and  alone  in  a strange  country,  whose  needs  are  extremely 
pressing,  whom  oppression  has  accustomed  to  the  extremest  econ- 
omy. bids  “SEVENTY-FIVE  CENTS  PER  DAY.” 

“Seventy-five  cents  per  day!  Now  I hear  you  talk;  you  are 
coming  down  to  CENTS.  But  you  can  get  down  lower  than 
that!  You  would  not  get  a tenth  of  that  in  some  countries.  Go- 
ing at  seventy-five  cents!” 

Then  a little  yellow  man,  with  receding  forehead  and  pro- 
truding jaw,  with  his  hair  plaited  down  his  hack  into  a long 
rattish-looking  tail,  and  the  slant  of  whose  eyes  are  perpendicu- 
lar, speaks  in  foreign  accent,  saying; 

“Me  catchem  job  at  FIFTY  CENTS  PER  DAY;  me  no  wifey, 
no  chillem,  no  Sunday,  no  rest— no  nothing!  Me  sleepum  floor, 
eatum  rice — live  all  same  rat!  Me  got  down  to  fifty-cent  busi- 
ness long  ago!  Me  just  the  kind  of  slave  rent,  interest  and  profit 
likee!  Me  get  right  down;  individual  make  much  money  on  me. 

You  takum  me  fifty  cents  a day.” 

“Gone!!!”  cries  the  man-dealer;  “gone  at  FIFTY  CENTS  A 

TjAY.” 

Then  the  wretch  with  the  wife  and  family,  the  young  man 
with  the  young  wife,  and  the  unencumbered  man  walk  away  out 
into  the  streets,  past  the  stores  with  their  windows  temptingly 
decked  and  arrayed  with  the  comforts  and  necessities  of  life 
comforts  and  necessities  which  they  and  theirs  want  and  need 
so  very,  very  much.  And  the  competitive  shop-keepers  watch 
them  going  by,  and  wonder  why  they  do  not  come  in  and  pur- 
chase! Ah!  competitive  slave  and  competitive  shop-keeper! 
If  ye  would  only  learn,  and  undo  that  which  divides  and  puts 
up  its  wall  between  you! 

When  the  morale  of  all  this  is  examined  into,  it  will  be  read- 
ily perceived  that  each  slave  is  put  into  antagonism  with  his 
fellow  slave;  that  the  slaves  of  each  country  are  not  only  thus 
arrayed  against  the  slaves  of  their  respective  countries,  but  that 
the  slaves  of  one  country  are  thus  arrayed  in  hostile  conflict 
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against  the  slaves  of  another  country,  until  the  barriers  of  hate 
are  raised  up  jaetween  man  and  man,  country  and  country,  race 
and  race,  until  the  human  family  view  each  other  as  the  cause 
of  misery,  and  denounce  each  other  as  objects  to  be  looked  upon 
with  jealousy,  doubt,  distrust,  suspicion  and  dread. 

Just  as  long  as  slave  fights  slave,  race  fights  race,  just  so 
long  must  they  fight  hungry,  unclad,  and  homeless.  .\nd  just 
as  soon  as  they  arise  to  the  idea  of  brotherhood,  arise  to  the 
idea  of  the  collective  proprietorship  of  human  necessities  and 
the  collective  proprietorship  of  themselves,  just  so  soon  will  they 
embrace  the  fullness  and  richness  of  Socialism. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


OUTLAWED  HUMANITY. 

We  change  our  laws  by  rising  to  higher  planes  of  thought. 

From  the  center  of  the  earth  upward  and  outward,  and 
still  outward,  and  then  downward,  back  again  to  its 
center,  all  is  law  and  laws.  These  laws  create  the  phys- 
ical conditions  of  nature  and  society.  A law  is  immuta- 
ble, and  cannot  be  changed  by  that  which  is  beneath 
it.  While  you  remain  beneath  it,  the  more  you  fight  and  sti’ug- 
gle,  the  more  you  suffer.  While  you  are  beneath  it,  you  cannot 
annul  it;  for  you  are  impotent  while  you  hold  this  relative  po- 
sition to  it.  There  is  only  one  way  to  overcome  a law,  and  that 
is  by  rising  above  its  conditions  mentally  and  morally.  A law 
is  only  immutable,  changeless,  and  eternal  upon  the  plane  of 
its  thought.  Upon  that  plane  it  is  all-ruling  and  dominant;  while 
to  all  that  which  exists  upon  the  higher  plane,  this  law  of  the 
lower  is  powerless  to  control.  Just  now  we  are  governed  so  by 
the  laws  of  individualism  that  we  are  law^  and  iawed,  and  so 
swathed  up  with  laws  that  we  have  become  veritable  law  mum- 
mies. Even  if  we  go  into  our  own  public  parks,  we  are  informed 
‘•to  keep  off  the  grass;”  if  we  go  along  the  road  until  we  get 
cut  into  the  wilderness,  where  we  meet  Nature  in  her  unmo- 
lested moods,  and  mountains  tower  above  mountains,  and  men 
are  so  scarce  that  you  would  not  meet  one  in  a day’s  travel, 
some  little  “personality”  has  got  there  previously,  nevertheless, 
and  fixed  up  a law  for  you;  and  there  you  read  it,  nailed  to  a 
huge  tree:  “Trespassers  will  be  prosecuted  according  to  law.” 

Poor,  poor  lawed  man!  Think  of  it!  You,  the  only  man  that 
has  probably  been  there  for  a week,  and  you  are  going  to  be  pros- 
ecuted. Then  you  pass  onward,  and  come  to  a beautiful  stretch 
of  country;  for  miles  and  miles  it  reaches  out.  A.  silver  vein  of 
purity  glides  through  its  center.  Carpeted  with  emerald  grasses, 
patterned  with  wild  flowers,  this  virgin  land  lays  before  you  like 
a Venus,  and  you  stand  breathing  in  its  fragrance  and  sunlight. 

You  meditate!  “Ah!  here  would  be  a place  for  the  home  of 

man!  I SHALL  LIVE  HERE!”  You  put  up  a humble  cabin; 

you  wonder  if  the  wild  beasts  will  disturb  you;  you  lister!  and 

hear  a noise;  you  look  out— a man  stands  before  you;  he  has 

a paper  in  his  hand,  and  reads  to  you  the  LAW.  It  says:  “Move  i 

on!”  “But  why?”  you  ask,  “move  on?” 

“It  is  the  law,”  replies  the  man;  “all  this  land  belongs  to 
an  INDIVIDUAL.” 

“Does  HE  live  upon  it?”  you  murmur. 
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“No!”  in  astonishment;  “HE  lives  in  Europe;  never  in  this 
country  in  his  life;  never  saw  the  land.” 

“And  what  makes  it  HIS?  What  is  behind  this  individual 
fcreed?” 

“The  law!” 

You  wander  on.  Now  you  come  to  a lofty  mountain.  You 
meet  men  with  blackened  visages.  You  are  informed  the  moun- 
tain is  formed  of  coal;  that  coal  extends  deep  down  beneath  its 
foundations.  You  ask  these  blackened  visaged  men,  “What  do 
you  dig  coal  for?”  They  answer:  “O,  coal  is  very  valuable  for 

steam,  heating,  and  other  purposes;  just  now  society  could 
scarcely  do  without  it.” 

“Then  society  must  pay  you  well  for  your  hard  work  in  sup- 
plying it  with  so  needed  an  article  of  comfort  and  use?” 

“O,  no!  Bless  you!  our  pay  is  very,  very  poor,  and  our  hours 
long.  Society  don’t  employ  us;  IT  IS  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  OWN 
the  mine.” 

“How  could  individuals  own  the  mine — who  gives  them  the 
right?” 

The  law!” 

“How  much  do  you  get  a ton  for  digging  coal  for  these  in- 
dividuals?” 

“O,  a few  cents.” 

“How  much  do  the  people  have  to  pay  the  individuals  per 
ton  ?” 

“About  ten  or  twelve  hundred  times  as  much.” 

“Do  you  think  the  people  could  run  a coal  mine?” 

“Well,  it  don’t  take  much  brains,  nor  much  HEART  either, 
to  run  a coal  mine;  it’s  no  more  to  run  than  a postofflce.” 

You  pass  onward.  Individualism  has  seized  the  earth  and 
the  BOWELS  of  the  earth.  Now  you  have  crossed  the  mountain 
and  are  passing  down  its  side.  Down  below,  nestling  there  among 
the  hills  and  above  the  valley,  you  catch  the  white  gleam  of  a 
silvery  lake.  Ah!  there  you  can  see  it  is  to  supply  the  people 
who  live  in  the  city  below  with  water;  for  from  it,  reaching  down 
the  hillsides,  along  the  valley,  watering  the  gardens  in  its  path, 
reaches  a system  of  huge  pipes.  “What  a splendid  natural  supply 
of  this  precious  fluid  have  the  people  here!”  you  think.  “And 
what  a splendid  natural  advantage  of  position  for  the  people!” 
You  will  go  to  the  lake.  You  step  towards  it;  but  a sign  meets 
your  gaze  and  proclaims  another  law: 
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***♦♦♦*♦♦***♦** 

No  person  allowed  within  the  fence  inclosing  ♦ 

OUR  LAKE!  * ' 

Per  order  Lake  Grabitup  Co.  * 

MR.  INDIVIDUAL,  President.  * 
»*♦**♦********* 

You  sorrowfully  pass  on.  You  are  now  down  in  the  valley 
near  the  city;  you  are  in  the  city;  you  pause  for  a moment  to 
rest.  You  are  informed  that  the  spot,  and  that  on  which  you 
are  pausing  is  an  individual’s  private  property.  You  go  out 
into  the  road,  but  personalism  is  there  also,  and  three  hundred 
pounds  of  law,  armed  with  badge  and  baton  proclaims  the  iiat 
of  individualism  to  humanity,  “Move!  move!— out  of  the  re- 
sources of  land,  water,  sunshine,  and  air;  out  of  the  comforts 
and  advantages  of  art  and  science;  out  into  the  roads;  out,  our. 
of  existence! 

Yet  you  can  stay  for  a few  moments  longer;  you  can  live 
a little  while  yet;  live  as  the  cat  allows  the  mouse  to  live-- -be- 
tween her  playful  claws!  Yes!  You  can  live  a little  while  lon- 
ger; you  can  enter  individualism’s  armies,  its  criminal  element, 
its  prostitution,  its  brutal  meniality,  its  extensive  pauper  fam- 
ily, its  jails,  its  penitentiaries;  and  then  when  worn  out  at  last, 
as  the  soul’s  central  purity  shrinks  from  individualism’s  cir-  ' 

cumferential  wretchedness,  it  leaves  its  soiled  and  violated  robes, 
and  another  body  lies  upon  the  brutal  altar  of  individualistic 

lust. 

There  may  be  objection  raised  against  Socialism,  though  not 
rightly,  that  it  will  bind  us  in  more  law  than  we  now  travail 
under.  I answer,  that  under  the  rule  of  individualism  we  are 
under  the  million  and  one  laws  of  private  employers  and  private 
proprietors,  each  having  a distinct  code  of  its  own  for  the  guid- 
ance of  those  over  whom  it  can  law,  and  that  these  persons,  not 
content  with  their  own  private  decrees  upon  men,  women  and 
children,  enter  legislatures  and  have  public  laws  made  in  the 
interest  of  their  private  concerns  as  well,  thus  piling  law  upon 
law  until  we  have  a pyramid  of  jurisprudence  such  as  never  peo- 
ple groaned  under  before.  Also,  be  it  said,  that  many  of  these 
countless  private  laws  are  so  onerous — for  Instance  “that  em- 
ployes must  purchase  of  the  companies’  stores”  as  to  amount 
to  outrage  and  robbery. 

As  99%  of  our  laws  are  the  direct  product  of  individualism,  to  ^ 

protect  it  directly  and  indirectly  in  its  unnatural  possessions, 
and  to  preserve  its  order,  and  to  prevent  and  to  decide  the  con- 
flicts and  bitter  antagonisms  arising  continually  because  of  the 
endless  confusion  which  it  causes,  it  is  plain  to  be  perceived  that 


32 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


OUTLAWED  HUMANITY.  33 

with  an  end  of  the  reign  of  individualism  there  would  be  a cor- 
responding end  of  the  multitudinous  laws  which  it  entails;  there 
would  be  a simplification  of  many  laws  into  single  laws,  and 
simple  justice  would  prevail  where  now  complexity  and  confusion 
confound.  If  Socialism  were  to  take  the  place  of  our  millions 
of  petty  personal  proprietors  and  emploj'ers,  their  millions  of 
petty  restrictions  and  so-called  legal  decrees  would  cease,  and 
their  union  of  interests  bring  about  a union  or  simplification  of 
laws. 

The  spoliation  of  industry  once  abolished  by  the  co-operative 
equality  of  Socialism,  the  principal  cause  of  crime  or  disease, 
hereditary  or  otherwise,  would  be  removed,  and  crime  would  dis- 
appear in  a brief  time,  and  in  time  completely,  so  that  the  crim- 
inal code  which  makes  up  a large  part  of  our  jurisprudence,  com- 
bined with  the  fact  that  the  civil  code  consists  mainly  of  mat- 
ters of  commercial  swindles  and  dishonesties,  all  of  which  to- 
gether, both  criminal  and  civil,  would  alike  be  swept  away  with 
the  removal  of  the  system  which  caused  and  brought  them  into 
existence. 

This  would  be  a decrease  of  law,  and  a decrease  of  crime,  a 
decrease  of  prisons,  and  a decrease  of  insane  asylums,  such  as 

this  world  never  witnessed  before. 

Individualism’s  laws,  then,  are  behind  all  this  injustice  to 

the  many.  But  what  is  behind  its  laws? 

This  present  structure  of  civilization  and  society  only  en- 
dures through  the  people’s  respect  for  it. 

It  is  not  the  army,  navy,  police  courts,  or  senates,  which 
confer  upon  the  laws  their  powers  and  potency.  It  is  the  re- 
spect of  the  people,  and  the  deference  rendered  by  the  multitude 
unto  them.  This  respect  once  lost,  the  power  of  the  mightiest 
throne  vanishes  into  a thing  of  the  past. 

It  is  not  what  your  progressive  reasoner  or  what  your  many 
philosophers  comprehend,  nor  what  your  books  compass,  which 
gives  you  your  form  of  government,  but  it  is  what  the  people 
as  a mass  collectively  comprehend.  This  comprehension  is  the 
soul  of  your  government;  that  knowledge  the  limit  of  your  lib- 
erties. 


All  things  considered,  the  world  today  is  less  corrupt  than 
yesterday.  It  is  an  honester,  fairer,  sweeter  and  purer  world 
than  it  ever  wae  before,  because  it  is  a wiser  world. 

Then  why  do  we  behold  so  much  more  corruption  now  than 

ever? 

Because  we  PERCEIVE  MORE.  As  our  perceptions  increase, 
we  behold  the  surrounding  vices  and  errors  which,  although  af- 
flicting us  for  generations,  afflicted  us  unperceived.  With  our 
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re.w  born  thought  we  comprehend,  and  with  that  comprehension 
end  them. 

Our  new  born  thought  will  yet  raise  us  from  narrow  personal- 
ism unto  the  broader  idea  of  Socialism,  and  outlawed  manhood 
and  outlawed  womanhood,  nay!  outlawed  childhood,  will  yet  be- 
come legal. 
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THE  HONORABLE  PYRAMID. 

How  shall  Socialism  be  inaugurated  in  America?  How  shall 
the  earth  become  the  property  of  its  real  owners,  the  people? 

One  writer  writes  of  “the  people  imperatively  demanding  a 
change  in  the  future.”  Pray,  who  are  the  people  going  to  im- 
peratively demand  this  change  of?  Who  can  give  the  people  any- 
thing in  the  United  States?  Here,  everything  belongs  to  the 
people:  the  people  are,  in  reality,  the  only  power,  the  only  one 
to  grant  any  one  anything.  And  if  the  people  ever  imperatively 
demand  anything  of  any  one,  now  or  in  the  future,  they  will 
have  to  demand  it  of  themselves.  And  a person  imperatively 
demanding  a thing  from  himself  is  entirely  superfluous;  for  it 
he  has  the  thing,  he  has  it,  and  there’s  the  end  of  it;  and  if 
he  has  it  not,  he  has  it  not,  and  cannot  give  it,  no  matter  how 
he  imperatively  demands  it.  The  whole  truth  lies  in  the  fact 
that  labor  has  yet  to  simply  understand,  to  simply  realize  that 
it  HAS  the  power— that  it  IS  the  power— that  nothing  can  resist 
its  demands  if  it  decides  to  ACT! 

Surely  a few  millionaires  cannot  keep  down  seventy  millions 

of  people? 

What  if  such  were  actually  the  fact!  One  poor  little  dys- 
peptic Shylock,  sitting  upon  the  apex  of  a huge  pyramid  of  peo- 
ple— a pyramid  continually  crying  out;  “Oh,  will  not  somebody 
take  from  off  us  this  terrible  overshadowing  power?  See  how  it 
IS  keeping  us  down!”  Even  a person  without  glasses  could  per- 
ceive the  absurdity,  and  would  reply:  “My  friends,  you  are  cer- 

tainly mistaken;  the  person  you  allude  to  is  not  keeping  you 
down— cannot  keep  you  down!  Its  war  avoirdupois  would  not 
exceed  the  single  weight  of  one  of  your  ordinary  selves,  while 
yours  collectively  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  hundreds  of  millions. 
Do  you  not  perceive  the  numerical  absurdity?  The  chattel  slaves 
at  the  South  were  kept  down.  They  were  held  in  subjection  by 
superior  physical  force  and  numerical  strength;  but  no  superior 
force  or  numerical  strength  appears  in  your  case.  True,  I duly 
perceive  this  millionaire  sitting  upon  your  apex,  but  he  appears 
lo  me  as  a part  of  the  pyramid  you  have  built  up  yourselves. 
But  why  not  just  step  from  under  him?  There  is  nothing  out- 
side of  yourselves  preventing  you.” 

“Nay;  we  cannot.  He  is  keeping  us  down,  and  we  impera- 
tively demand  a change!” 
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“How  happens  this  person  thus  upon  this  strange  and  an- 
cient pyramid?” 

“Because  we  believe  he  has  a right  to  he  up  there.  WB  ALL 
CAN’T  BE  UP  THERE,  and  there  is  no  other  way  to  fix  it.  We 
MUST  pay  him  rent,  interest,  and  profit;  and  to  do  this,  we 
MUST  get  down  under  him,  and  we  MUST  put  him  on  top!  Ah, 
sir!  this  is  a very  ancient,  sacred,  worthy,  and  HONORABLE 
pyramid.” 


THE  MAGIC  LANTERN. 
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THE  MAGIC  LANTERN. 

If  the  idea  of  collectivism  were  to  replace  the  idea  of  indi- 
vidualism, the  idea  of  Socialism  were  to  replace  the  idea  of  per- 
sonal proprietorship,  a transformation  would  occur  in  the  scenes 
of  society  as  marvelous  as  it  would  be  grand.  The  present  pict- 
ures of  prisons,  gibbets,  dungeons,  almshouses,  insane  asylums, 
dens  of  crime,  vice  and  disease,  hovels  of  poverty,  broken  down 
humanity,  sickly  children  and  wretched  women,  would  fade  away 
like  the  pictures  of  the  magic  lantern,  and  would  be  replaced 
with  the  pictures  of  beauty,  power  and  grandeur. 

Let  us  change  these  scenes;  let  us  replace  individualism 
with  Socialism;  let  us  put  a new  view  in  the  slide  of  the  magic 
lantern  of  existence. 

Behold!  we  have  here  a view  of  collective  proprietorship, 
or  Socialism.  The  huts  and  hovels  of  the  toilers  have  disap- 
peared. Where  they  once  unsightly  stood  is  now  reared  a mar- 
velous, tremendous  and  immense  palace — a palace  of  a new 
majesty  and  beauty.  Here  statuary  abounds,  midst  wondrous 
columns,  fairy  arches,  and  historical  illuminated  casements. 
Here  fountains  and  children  play,  midst  flowers  and  foliage;  dis- 
tant music  flows  tremulously,  whispering  softly  of  the  new  har- 
mony. Here  are  maidens  fair,  as  ever  maidens  are,  but  these 
of  a fairness  never  before— soul  flowers— incarnations  of  purity! 
.(i.nd  here  are  men,  too,  not  of  the  past,  as  were  ■wont  to  predicate 
manhood  upon  deeds  and  mortgages,  but  MEN,  erect  of  limb 
and  with  mind  stamped  upon  every  feature,  whose  great  re- 
pose, whose  speech,  whose  silence,  all  alike  mark  them  great, 
and  yet  as  gentle  as  heaven’s  idea  of  men  would  have  men. 

And  this  palace!  Of  such  wealth,  of  such  splendor!  These 
fair  women  and  grand  men — what  of  them,  piay?  Whose  is 
this  palace,  and  who  the  happy  chivalry  adorning  its  vast  and 
charming  scene?  What  mighty  millionaire  hath  builded  this  un- 
paralleled monument  of  man’s  energy  and  woman’s  taste — this 
■choice  expression  of  human  power?  And  who,  after  it  was  thus 
built  and  thus  adorned,  drove  the  builders  and  adorners,  as 
usual,  out  upon  the  highways  to  seek  their  breadless  and  fireless 
dens  of  penury,  and  then,  in  his  lordliness,  through  perfumed 
cards,  invited  this  innumerable  retinue  of  titled  noble  lords  and 
ladies  to  enjoy  his  princely  hospitality?  “Ay,  tell  us  of  this 
mighty  host,  these  lords  and  ladies,  this  palace  fair,  you  cry , 
and  Socialism  replies; 
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“The  proprietor  of  this  vast  palace — this  Aladdin's  dream — is 
the  greatest  personage  on  earth.  Never  was  such  palace,  never 
such  proprietor,  previous  to  this.  Who  think  you,  be  it?” 

“Tell  us.” 

“Know,  then,  that  this  proprietor  is  none  other  than  the 
P*EOPLE;  that  these  lords  and  ladies  are  the  persons  them- 
selves who  builded  and  who  adorned  this  palace;  that  its  build- 
ers and  inhabitants  are  one.” 

“What!  the  people  who  build  palaces  inhabiting  them?  This  - 
is  a strange  situation  of  affairs!  Where  are  the  poor?  I see 
no  w'retched  mendicants  before  the  walls!” 

“Here — there  are  no  poor.” 

“But  do  not  certain  people  say:  'Ye  shall  have  the  poor 

with  you  always?’  ” 

“And  ye  shall  have  the  poor  with  you  always,  until  you  arise 
to  brotherhood.  Here  you  behold  brotherhood — Socialism.  All 
are  rich.” 

“What  mighty  ruins  are  those  I behold  in  the  distance — that 
somber  and  repellant  mass  of  crumbling  walls,  wherein  here  and 
there,  along  its  frowning  front,  are  narrow  casements  crossed 
with  massive  bars,  whose  massiveness  even  in  its  somber  ruin 
chills  and  numbs  my  very  marrow — what  castle  of  sorrow  was 
this? 

“That  was  once  a penitentiary.  In  the  reign  of  individual 
selfishness,  it  stood  the  central  and  principal  institution  of  civ- 
ilization. In  the  time  it  flourished,  things  had  so  gone  from  bad 
to  worse,  and  machinery  been  perfected  to  such  degree,  that  la- 
bor was  in  scarce  demand,  and  the  people  consequently  starv- 
ing.” 

“Starving  because  machinery  made  plenty?’ 

“Ay!  for  although  machinery  increased  the  powers  of  the 
people  to  produce,  machinery  was  under  the  proprietorship  of 
individuals  and  run  for  profit,  not  for  the  people;  individualism 
starved  society.” 

“A  nice  state  of  affairs.  Were  the  people  sane?” 

“Perfectly!  It  was  a state  of  affairs,  however,  which  built 
the  colossal  structure  whose  ruins  you  behold.  ’Tis  said  that 
one-half  the  people  became  prisoners  and  the  other  half  stood, 
on  guard.” 

“A  prosperous  institution,  certainly!  Did  it  pay?” 

“0  yes!  it  paid,  and  the  crop  of  sorrow  it  yielded  was  enor- 
mous. At  length,  the  idea  of  Socialism  arose,  and  the  prisoners 
and  their  guards  quietly  walked  out  and  built  the  splendid  palace 
which  you  see.  A palace  is  just  as  easy  to  build  as  a prison,, 
if  a people  so  desire.” 
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LAND. 

The  only  solution  of  the  problem  of  land  monopoly  is  the 
Socialization  of  land;  all  other  propositions  are  temporal,  and  if 
of  any  value,  lead  but  to  this  ultimatum.  The  great  evil  of 
personal  proprietorship  of  land  can  only  be  effaced  by  its  res- 
toration to  the  people,  not  to  a part  thereof,  or  to  a class,  but 
to  the  whole  people;  not  to  be  divided  and  to  be  parceled  out 
to  this  one  or  that  one,  but  to  be  administered  upon  as  a whole, 

for  the  benefit  of  the  entire  nation. 

And  to  this  it  must  come  at  last,  and  come  through  the  very 
processes  of  landlordism  itself.  Yes,  it  will  come  to  this,  in  its 
turn,  as  one  by  one  our  different  private  institutions  become  pub- 
lic departments.  The  Socialization  of  transportation,  telegraph, 
lelephone  and  express  lines  will  prepare  the  necessary  conditions 
for  the  Socialization  of  land. 

There  can  be  no  justice  unless  each  individual  has  equal  priv- 
ilege, and  there  can  be  no  equal  privilege  where  one  has  land 
and  the  other  has  not;  and  for  all  alike  to  have  equal  privilege 
y ill  land,  good  and  bad,  poor  soil  and  rich  soil,  near  land  and 

tar  land,  there  is  no  other  way,  nor  can  be  any  other  way  save 
by  the  Socialization  or  collective  proprietorship  of  land.  Any 
other  system  confers  advantage  to  some,  and  disadvantage  to 
others;  a garden  spot  to  one,  and  a barren  rock  unto  another; 
near  the  market  and  far  from  the  market  to  different  pereonali- 
ties.  Justice  means  equality  unto  all  men;  and  justice  in  land 
means  that  all  men  shall  own  all  lands,  and  this  means  col- 
lectivism in  land,  and  can  mean  nothing  save  this,  and  this 

alone. 

Private  proprietorship  of  one  man  over  the  earth  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  another  is  a proposition  so  utterly  unjust,  so  clearly 
inhuman,  as  to  seriously  reflect  upon  the  common  sense  of  the 
age.  Until  the  landlord  shows  me  the  Almighty’s  signature 
upon  his  title,  I will  hold  to  the  belief  that  his  title  is  a sham. 
But  the  landlord  has  done  something,  and  I am  not  opposed  to 
him  personally;  I am  only  opposed  to  his  sham  titles.  But  the 
landlord  has  been  taught  to  believe  that  the  whole  has  no  rights 
■which  the  part  is  bound  to  respect,  especially  as  far  as  the  ap- 
^ propriation  of  the  earth  is  concerned.  In  this  general  scrimmage 

to  corner  the  rights  of  posterity,  oppressor  and  oppressed  alike 

partake  iu.  the  outrage,  as  usual. 

Selfishness  in  landlordism  has  been  evolving  and  building 
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better  than  it  knew.  As  science  expanded  civilization,  it  also 
expanded  landlordism.  Science  presented  the  mechanism  fitted  ^ 

for  the  culture  of  large  tracts  of  land,  and  land  monopoly  pre- 
sented the  large  tracts  of  land  fitted  for  the  mechanism;  the 
union  of  these  two  gives  us  today  a systemized  cultivation  of 
land. 

If  monopoly  had  never  put  its  tentacles  upon  the  lands,  and 
aggregated  them  in  the  folds  of  its  greed,  if  land  had  remained 
divided  up  in  little  holdings,  little  processes  of  cultivation  would 
have  continued. 

Co-operation  by  the  holders  of  these  little  holdings,  and  the 
forming  of  their  many  little  farms  into  one  farm,  would  cer- 
tainly have  suggested  to  science  the  invention  of  the  present 
improvements,  by  presenting  to  her  vast  unfenced  tracts  of  land 
to  be  cultivated;  but  where  do  little  holders  of  land  ever  pre- 
sent this  feature  of  land  to  science?  and  when  have  they  ever 
done  it?  No,  the  nature  of  little  holders  of  land  is  to  hold  their 
little  holdings  apart,  and  hold  them  apart  very  hard.  So  land- 
lordism in  man  has  to  be  destroyed  at  its  top,  at  its  head— at 
land  monopoly — and  here  in  America  it  shall  receive  its  quietus. 

But  let  no  landlord  be  alarmed;  he  will  lose  nothing,  but  be  im- 
measurably the  gainer.  For  Socialism  takes  all  in,  monopolist  y 

and  landlord,  and  gives  him  something  better  than  he  ever  had 
before. 

When  landlordism  has  reached  out  and  absorbed  , the  lands 
of  the  people  and  become  land  monopoly,  the  wholesale  land- 
lord, then  comes  the  pinch  upon  the  little  holder  with  his  lit- 
tle holding.  The  monopolist  hires  upon  his  vast  acres  immense 
numbers  of  the  landless  people,  these  he  divides  into  special  de- 
partments, his  elaborate  machinery  is  placed  in  position,  and  the 
work  begins.  Under  this  combined  and  concerted  effort  many 
branches  of  industry  are  concentrated,  and  at  this  given  point  act 
in  unison.  Then  the  landless  people  behold  their  kindergarten 
lesson  of  co-operation— behold  the  many  united  holdings  plowed, 
harrowed,  seeded,  cut,  thrashed,  and  milled  at  but  a minimum 
outlay  of  effort;  the  cultivation  of  an  immense  tract  at  scarcely 
more  than  the  previous  cost  of  the  cultivation  of  a small  tract. 

And  the  holders  of  small  tracts  learn  their  kindergarten  lesson 
also;  that  small  landlordism  has  got  to  go;  that  it  cannot  com- 
pete with  irresistible  co-operation. 

But  co-operation,  though  inaugurated  thus  by  individualism, 
is  national  in  its  economy  and  develops  nation  alwards— towards 
Socialism. 

As  this  system  of  co-operative  culture  proceeds,  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  land  proceeds  also;  for  the  greater  the  monopoly  of 
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land,  the  greater  the  amount  of  co-operation  applied  in  its 
culture.  , 

This  state  of  circumstances  steadily  strengthens  the  larger 
and  weakens  the  smaller,  until  at  last  even  immense  holdings 
cannot  compete  with  their  yet  immenser  competitors,  and  the 
lesser  estates  flow  into  the  greater  as  fluid  flows  into  a vortex, 
for  individualism  in  its  greed  ever  devours  individualism.. 

If  agriculture  were  solely  in  its  primitive,  petty  farm  condi- 
tion, it  would  not  yet  be  ripe  for  the  scythe  of  Socialism;  but 
thanks  to  the  “ME,”  the  little  SELF,  we  have  a state  of  land 
culture  today  which  has  arrived  at  maturity  for  political  adop- 

tion. 

In  many,  many  places,  land  monopolists  have  immense 
armies  of  people,  accoutered  with  tremendous  and  wondrous 
implements  of  cultivation,  farming  huge  tracts  of  land,  huger 
than  many  of  our  principalities  and  kingdoms  of  old  farms  of 
such  immensity  that  it  requires  fleets  of  ships  to  transport  their 

single  product. 

Here  we  have  centralization  of  farms  and  of  farming.  Here 
we  have  a system  of  agriculture  designed  by  selfishness  to  ab- 
sorb individual  interests,  and  therefore  which  must  inevitably 
, absorb  the  individual  interests  of  its  designers  as  well,  and  be- 

^ come  Socialized.  For  monopolistic  systems  being  co-operative 

in  their  economy,  they  must  therefore  gravitate  to  Socialism  as 
they  proceed  in  their  course;  and  landlordism  cannot  blame  any 

one  for  its  final  engulfment  in  Socialism. 

This  is  just  as  it  should  be— evil  destroying  itself  and  leav- 
ing good  behind;  the  light  coming  out  of  the  darkness. 

In  the  socialization  of  such  farms  as  we  have  nientioned,  the 
economy  of  their  management  need  not  be  changed  in  the 
slightest  detail.  All  being  ready  for  political  adoption,  their 
heads  would  have  simply  to  report  to  the  interior  department  of 
state,  and  the  government  would  take  their  created  wealth,  in- 
stead of  an  individual. 

Under  this  state  of  affairs  all  farming  would  be  carried  on 
with  every  improved  appliance  and  advantage,  and  the  poi^ei 
ot  co-operation  would  extend  everywhere;  in  agriculture  and 
horticulture,  and  co-operation  would  then  enrich  the  people  as 
it  is  now  impoverishing  them— being  extended  to  all,  and  not,  as 
now,  pampering  to  the  insane  selfishness  of  personalism.  We 
j would  then  have  no  unhappy  husbandmen,  toiling  separately 

with  their  divided  force  fenced  apart,  scattered,  and  weakened 
over  a million  petty  farms,  each  alone  by  himself  competing 
with  the  co-operation  of  monopoly,  and  steadily  going  to  the 
^vall— each  in  himself  presenting  the  feature  of  an  individual 
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singly  competing  against  the  combined  strength  of  thousands 

ci’ganized  into  unity. 

Under  the  socialization  of  land,  a divided  industry  would 
have  no  longer  to  struggle  in  this  present  man-killing  contest 
of  division  against  unity. 

Everywhere  the  farmer  has  to  face  the  power  of  co-opera- 
lion — the  co-operation  of  science  in  labor-saving  machinery,  the 
co-operation  of  lands  in  continual  and  uninterrupted  stretches 
of  country,  the  co-operation  of  individual  labors,  and  the  co- 
operation of  transportation.  All  these  advantages  he  beholds  in 
the  hands  of  his  competitor,  the  land  monopolist.  He  cannot 
farm  without  facing  and  competing  with  tliese,  unless  he  pro- 
poses to  enter  savagery  and  shut  himself  off  from  the  advantages 
of  civilization.  He  must  either  thus  shut  himself  off,  or  compete 
and  go  down,  OR  ADOPT  THE  SOCIALIZATION  OF  LAND,  and 
tiansform  this  co-operation  of  individualism  into  the  co-opera- 
tion of  Socialism. 
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CHAPTER  XHI. 

AIR,  LIGHT,  WATER. 

In  this  reign  of  personalism,  air  and  light  are  almost  com- 
modities, and  as  nearly  controlled  as  though  they  were  of  less 
subtle  nature.  You  may  not  be  able  to  control  a thing  directly, 
hut  you  may  indirectly,  by  the  control  of  something  else.  The 
monopolist  cannot  bale  up  air,  nor  bushel  up  light,  but  he 
can  get  his  tentacles  upon  other  things  which  effect  the  cor- 
nering, and  do  the  baling  and  the  busheling  as  effectually  as 
though  these  elements  were  of  some  denser  material.  Allow 
me  to  confine  you  in  a dark,  ill-ventilated  apartment  at  my 
pleasure,  and  I have  a corner  on  your  light  and  air  as  far  as 
you  are  concerned,  and  I can  give  you  air  by  the  quart,  and 
light  by  the  yard,  as  it  appears  to  me  to  suit  my  “profit.”  I’ll 
fix  light  and  air  for  you  until  you  are  as  pale  from  the  want 
of  light,  and  as  weak  from  the  want  of  air,  as  ever  personalism 

made  a candidate  for  the  grave. 

Yes!  the  control  of  manufacture,  which  includes  all  those 

countless  people,  old  and  young,  even  away  down  in  infancy 
does  control  and  bend  to  its  profit  the  free  elements  of  exist- 
ence, air  and  light.  Fourteen  hours  a day  with  the  pandemon- 
ium of  rattling,  clattering  machinery  in  your  ears,  the  odors  of 
friction-scorched  oil  in  your  nostrils,  a continual  sameness  of 
action,  and  the  mind  a vacuum,  is  a splendid  garden  for  the 
cultivation  of  serfs— to  raise  a progeny  of  serfs— to  stuff  the 
maw  of  insatiable  greed.  Oh,  for  a decade  of  a Socialized  manu- 
facture! Oh,  for  air  and  light  to  be  taken  from  this  clutch 
of  selfishness!  Oh,  for  this  remedy  which  evolution,  intelligence 
and  love  offers  to  the  factory  slaves  of  our  country. 

The  vast  systems  of  manufacture  now  administered  by  pri- 
vate proprietorship  are  of  national  character.  Many  of  these 
institutions  have  reached  such  perfection  in  their  several  de- 
partments and  general  direction  as  to  be  almost  automatic  in 
their  running;  in  fact,  their  proprietors  have  nothing  to  do  with 
and  know  nothing  of  their  business;  the  people  engaged  in 
their  several  departments  run  the  institutions,  devoid  of  out- 
side direction,  and  all  the  proprietors  do  in  the  premises  is  to 
absorb  the  product,  giving  the  employes  for  compensation  ex- 
actly what  they  give  their  steam  engines,  viz.,  a certain  amount 
of  material  to  keep  them  running,  and  no  more.  Thus  person- 
alism places  labor  upon  equality  with  its  machinery— virtually 
1 efusing  the  recognition  of  mind  or  soul. 
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I have  said  that  the  proprietors  of  many  of  these  estab- 
lishments know  nothing  of  their  workings;  I want,  then,  to 
know  by  what  right,  natural  or  artificial,  it  is  that  an  individ- 
ual takes  the  product  of  an  establishment,  who  has  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  and  who  knows  nothing  of  its  workings,  and 
who  is  as  effectually  a stranger  to  it  as  is  the  road-agent  to  the 
traveler  who  bids  him  “good  morning,”  and  relieves  him  of 
his  purse.  Verily  a system  of  industry  which  is  thus  conducted 
by  its  employes  is  ripe  for  Socialization,  that  its  products  may 
be  turned  to  the  benefit  of  the  workers  who  are  the  deserving 
factors  in  the  case.  Is  not  this  justice?  Why  shall  it  not  pre- 
vail? Would  not  this  lessen  the  needlessly  long  hours,  the  dis- 
honest compensation,  improve  the  healthfulness  of  the  arrange- 
ments, and  free  the  air  and  the  light  of  dungeoned  employes, 
if  manufacture  w'as  run  for  humanity’s  sake,  and  not  for  in- 
dividualistic sordidness? 

Water  should  be  Socialized  as  well  as  land.  This  idea  of 
individuals  controlling  and  selling  water  is  on  a par  with  land 
proprietorship!  Wherever  there  is  even  municipal  control  of 
water,  and  cities  furnish  their  own  supply,  there  is  general  sat- 
isfaction; for  if  the  body  politic  cannot  satisfy  itself,  where,  oh 
where,  is  that  marvelous  individual  who  can?  On  the  contrary, 
wherever  an  individual  furnishes  and  controls  a community  s 
v.ater,  there  is  the  same  friction  and  troixble  that  are  always 
found  wherever  individualism  has  thrown  its  narrow  bands 
around  a public  necessity.  Filthy  condition  of  the  element 
slovenly  care  of  its  conditions,  parsimonious  supply,  and  extor- 
tionate charges  are  a few  of  the  concomitants  of  private  water 
systems  supplying  public  communities,  which  a spirit  of  unity 
and  a common  understanding  upon  the  part  of  these  communi- 
ties should  not  tolerate  for  a moment.  As  the  idea  of  Social- 
ism assumes  definite  shape  in  the  mind  of  the  people,  its  con- 
trol of  water  will  reveal  itself  in  many  beautiful  and  health- 
giving ways;  living  streams  and  fountains  will  play  amid  stat- 
uary in  our  thoroughfares  and  public  baths,  not  based  upon  the 
scanty  architecture  and  furnishings  of  individualism,  but  built 
up  of  nationalistic  character,  grand,  beautiful  and  generous,  out 
of  rarest  marbles  now  confined  by  the  littleness  of  personalism 
to  the  silence  of  their  quarries,  and  all  erected  by  a ready-wait- 
ing, seeking  industry,  now  kept  idle  and  unemployed  by  the 
same  paralyzing  errors,  which  would  even  debar  t:s  of  a nec- 
essary supply  of  the  fluid  itself. 

Under  a Socialistic  civilization,  water  would  be  rendered 
one  of  the  charms  of  social  home  scenes,  as  it  is  now  one  of 
the  principal  features  of  natural  scenery.  The  most  beautiful. 
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healthful,  instructive  as  well  as  useful  appurtenances  of  refined 
civilization  will  be  formed  from  it  in  the  coming  nation,  giving 
health,  purity  and  pleasure  to  the  people. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

RENT,  INTEREST,  PROFIT  AND  TAXATION. 

The  abolition  of  rent  would  result  in  the  abolition  of  an 
enormous  degree  of  poverty;  and  every  person  who  would  love 
to  see  the  world  peaceful  and  happy  devoutly  wishes  this.  The 
abolition  of  private  proprietorship  in  land,  or  the  Socialization 
of  land,  would  result  in  the  annihilation  of  rent.  FOR  ONE 
MAN  TO  HAVE  TO  PAY  ANOTHER  FOR  THE  RIGHT  TO  A 
PLACE  ON  THE  EARTH,  is  the  closest  definition  of  the  word 
“rent”  we  can  reach.  This  having  to  pay  another  for  the  right 
to  a place  on  the  earth  would  be  sv/ept  away  by  Socialism; 
the  earth  would  belong  to  the  people,  not  to  persons  here  or 
there,  but  to  all  people— to  the  human  race.  Under  Socialism 
the  earth  would  be  devoted  to  the  good  of  society;  upon  it  so- 
ciety would  place  its  society  palaces,  pleasure-grounds,  indus- 
trial buildings,  railroads,  and  other  appurtenances  necessary, 
agricultural  and  horticultural  tracts,  and  every  other  institu- 
tion necessary  to  a civilized  civilization.  No  merchant  would 
have  to  break  his  heart  over  the  gloom  of  the  approaching  rent 
day,  no  toiler  dread  it  as  a pestilence;  for  rent  is  not  an  ex- 
change of  wealth  for  wealth,  but  of  wealth  for  nothing. 

An  equal  exchange  or  payment  for  the  cost  and  sustaining 
or  the  thing  used  is  a just  transaction;  but  when  the  payment 
or  exchange  continues  on  and  on,  over  and  over  the  cost  and 
sustaining  of  the  thing  used,  that  is  “rent”  that  is  something 
charged  for  nothing  received.  And  if  you  were  to  stop  a man 
upon  the  highway,  and  were  to  say  to  him,  “My  dear  sir,  will 
you  please  give  me  a dollar?”  the  man  would  naturally  feel  in- 
quisitive, and  reply,  “For  what  shall  I give  you  a dollar,  my 
dear  brother?”  and  you  should  reply,  “For  nothing”  then  an 
idea  of  the  injustice  of  the  transaction  would  arise  within  his 
mind,  and  he  would  reply,  “This  is  something  for  nothing;  have 
you  no  other  reason  why  I should  make  this  exchange?  And 
you  would  murmur,  “None  whatever,  my  dear  sir,  save  this 
other  slight  reason” — drawing  his  attention  to  a deadly  sand- 
bag in  ynur  hand.  Upon  this  positively  convincing  explanation, 
your  de^^^  brother  would  immediately  become  converted,  and  ex- 
change with  you  “something  for  nothing.”  But  the  police 
would  be  after  you  next  day  for  a closer  examination  into  the 
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grounds  of  your  exchange  idea,  and  probably  the  penitentiary 
would  enter  into  the  argument.  Yet,  “rent**upon  land  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  thing,  and  the  sand-hag  which  the  private  ap- 
prietor  of  land  uses  in  his  argument  is  “exposure  and  death” 
— about  as  formidable  a sand-bag  as  you  could  use  to  convince 
a landless  man  of  the  justice  of  “rent,”  or  “something  for  noth- 
ing.” 

Interest  is  the  same  thing  over  again— sand-bag  and  all- 
only  another  kind  of  gentleman,  with  another  kind  of  sand- 
bag, demanding  the  same  thing  over  again,  viz.,  “something  for 
nothing.” 

A just  exchange  is  no  robbery — a dollar  for  a dollar  is  a 
just  exchange — but  a dollar  and  a half  for  a dollar  is  a hs^lf 
dollar  for  nothing,  and  is  a half  dollar  given  where  a half  dol- 
lar has  not  been  received,  and  is  therefore  something  for  noth- 
ing—the  same  as  “rent;”  for  interest  is  merely  “rent”  on 
money — another  kind  of  sand-club  in  another  man’s  hand.  You 
may  object  to  this  kind  of  exchange;  for  in  this  kind  of  com- 
merce everything  goes  all  one  way,  and  results  in  the  same 
inevitable  disaster  ever  attending  the  person  who  has  the  “noth- 
ing” end  of  the  commerce.  But  what  are  you  going  to  do 
about  it?  If  you  refuse,  there  is  the  sand-bag  of  disaster  and 
death.  You  must  make  the  exchange  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

The  Socialization  of  money  would  abolish  interest.  The 
government  would  be  the  employer  and  the  capitalist,  and  as 
the  people  would  be  the  government,  they  would  really  be  their 
own  employer  and  their  own  capitalist,  and  everything  being 
based  on  a dollar  for  a dollar,  an  hour  for  an  hour,  and  each 
person  receiving  only  the  exact  voucher  of  his  individual  ef- 
fort; this  entire  system,  therefore,  which  compels  one  person 
to  exchange  a dollar  and  a half  for  a dollar  would  be  abolished, 
a.nd  no  one  could  sand-bag  any  other  person  through  the  com- 
pulsion of  distress,  misery,  starvation  or  death,  into  giving 
something  for  nothing. 

Profit  is  another  gentleman  with  another  kind  of  sand-bag. 
By  profit  we  do  not  mean  the  just  increase  which  the  deserv- 
ing merchant  adds  upon  the  price  of  his  goods;  for  that  is 
jy  erely  a portion  of  the  labor  cost  of  the  article  necessary  in 
our  present  system  of  distribution.  But  we  mean  an  increase 
of  price  having  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  labor  cost 
in  the  article,  either  in  its  manufacture  or  in  its  sale— 
an  increase  of  price  to  the  consumer  above  and  beyond 
every  species  of  human  effort  in  the  article — a sum  of 
money  demanded  from  the  people  for  more  than  was  ever  paid 
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to  the  people  in  the  making  and  selling  of  it.  For  instance,  the 
man  with  the  sand-bag  has  a loaf  of  bread;  he  meets  his  brother 
with  the  appetite  and  no  loaf  of  bread,  and  says  to  him,  “I  see 
you  have  an  appetite  and  no  loaf  of  bread.” 

“Precisely.  The  two  generally  go  together  nowadays.” 
“Well,  do  you  want  to  trade?” 

“What!  The  appetite  for  the  loaf?” 

“No;  I can’t  take  your  appetite,  or  I should  take  that  from 
you,  too.  I mean  trade  with  me  for  this  loaf  of  bread.” 

“What  do  you  want?” 

“All  you  have  got.  Have  you  any  birthright,  or  anything 
like  that?” 

“No;  everything  I ever  had  has  been  gobbled  up  long  ago.” 
“You  have  some  relics  upon  your  back,  a pair  of  summer 
shoes,  I see,  and  a ventilation  hat?” 

“Yes;  they  are  not  worth  much,  but  still  they  are  worth 
twenty  times  your  loaf  of  bread.” 

“What  is  that  to  you?  You  need  bread;  YOU  ARE  STARV- 
INu — (the  sand-club) — you  give  me  the  duds!” 

“Well,  take  them,  but  they  will  bring  you  twenty  loaves.” 
“Well,  that  is  my  profit  on  the  goods,”  says  the  man  with 
the  sand-club,  and  the  naked  man  walks  away  with  the  loaf, 
and  the  sand-club  walks  away  with  nineteen  times  the  value 
of  what  it  gave,  for  nothing. 

Apply  this  to  civilization,  and  from  the  gilded  bank  of  “cap- 
ital” to  the  dingy  pawn  shop  of  poverty,  from  the  huge  man- 
ufactory of  “capital”  to  the  humble  work  bench  of  poverty, 
from  the  mammoth  marts  of  “capital”  to  the  little  shop  of  pov- 
erty— everywhere,  is  this  man  of  profit  with  the  sand-bag,  stand- 
ing before  his  hungering  brother. 

This  twenty  loaves  for  one  would  all  be  done  away  with — 
this  sand-bag  of  poverty,  necessity,  and  its  compelling  condi- 
tions, wherein  one  must  yield  to  injustice  or  receive  worse — 
this  all  would  be  done  away  with  in  the  collective  proprietor- 
ship of  these  necessities,  wherein  none  would  have  the  avenues 
of  effort  closed  to  him,  wherein  every  exchange  would  be  based 
upon  cost,  and  cost  would  be  the  only  price  of  a thing;  and 
thus  Socialism  would  do  away  with  profit,  sand-bagger,  sand- 
bag, and  all. 

Taxation  would  also  be  a dead  institution  under  Social- 
ism, and  there  would  be  no  more  tax  collector.  Everything  be- 
ing based  upon  cost,  the  mail  service,  the  railroad  service,  the 
telegraph  service,  the  manufacturing  service,  the  agricultural 
service,  the  palace  service,  and  every  other  service  would  base 
its  charges  upon  the  actual  cost  of  each  thing,  including  all 
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partment  engaged  an  P distribution,  and  all  depart- 

of  the  department  engaged  in  its 

ments  pertaining  thereunto,  and  the  pro  rata  cost  of  the  g 
e,al  national  departments  of  the  no  proht,  no 

to  the  consumer.  T ^ 

collector.  You  would  pay  and  there  would  remain 

you  gave  the  national  labor  ‘^^’'^iflcate  and  t^re  wo 

no  other  charge  against  you  anywhere.  This  would 

the  present  complex  ’ therefore,  be  ahol- 

SSr  ratst  — “ d eannot  he  fatten;  and 
,'his  would  be  a just  exchange,  from  a pin  to  a palace. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

THE  TRIAL  OF  THE  MILLIONAIRES. 

I had  a dream.  The  people  of  the  great  republic  labored 
tmder  intense  excitement,  and  congregated  in  immense  gather- 
ings, denouncing  the  millionaires,  railroad  magnates,  telegraph 
proprietors,  landlords  of  vast  estates,  and  trusts  of  every 
scription.  Orators  pictured  such  personages  as 
human  race,  and  asserted  that  all  such  should  be  seized,  tried 
and  condemned  for  high  crimes  against  civilization?  T^« 
tion  grew  more  and  more  intense  each  moment,  until  with  one 
accord,  and  as  with  a single  voice,  the  enraged  populace  demand- 
ed that  the  culprits  be  at  once  arrested 

court  of  public  opinion,  that  highest  and  mightiest  of  all  courts 

in  all  lands,  and  especially  in  the  great  republic. 

Immediately  a universal  clamor  arose,  the  voice  of  seven  y 
millions  enraged  people.  And  all  official  agents  favorable  to 
the  defendants  were  immediately  voted  out,  and  a complete 
new  set  voted  in,  who  were  unfavorable  to  the  defendants.  An 

the  defendants  were  seized  for  trial. 

When  the  day  came,  the  prisoners  were  brought  out  before 

the  concourse-the  mightiest  jury  ever  assembled-a  Jary  con- 
sisting of  seventy  millions  of  people  of  all  ages  and  conditions 
and  of  both  sexes.  The  most  eminent  statesmen,  logicians  an 
thinkers,  were  arranged  both  on  the  sides  of  the  defendants  and 

on  the  side  of  the  people. 

When  all  was  ready  for  proceeding,  an  agent  of  the  great 

court  arose,  and  in  a loud  voice  said.  _„„av 

“The  great  court  of  public  opinion  is  now  open  and  ready 

for  business;  the  defendants  before  us  are  the  land,  water,  trans- 
portation, telegraph,  light,,  manufacture,  money,  and  commer- 
ciai  millionaires.  Let  the  case  of  the  prosecution  be  pro- 

Then  a person  noted  far  and  wide  by  the  title  of  “Reformer’ 

arose,  and  addressed  the  court;  , , 

“Mighty  court  of  public  opinion;  I have  caused  to  be  brought 

before  you  the  bodies  of  these  millionaires.  I accuse  them  o 
Ugh  crimes  against  society.  There  are  three  counts  in  our  in- 

“1.  That  they  have  subverted  the  liberties  of  the  PeoPl®- 
“2.  That  they  have  appropriated  the  natural  necessities  o 

the  conspiracy,  viz.,  that  they  have  co-operated  with 
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each  other,  or  entered  into  monopolies  or  trusts,  for  their  mu- 
tual or  individual  enrichment,  and  the  better  to  carry  out  their 
complete  control  of  the  said  natural  necessities  of  life. 

“Now,  most  high  and  mighty  court,  ye  jury  of  seventy  mil- 
lions of  jurors,  these  are  the  three  distinct  counts  of  our  in- 
dictment, each  and  all  of  which  I assert  to  be  high  treason 
against  civilization,  and  for  which,  if  found  guilty,  I demand 

thei  r execution ' 

Then  from  a knot  of  wild  looking  personages  there  came  a 
cry  of  “Murder  them!  murder  them!”  and  one  of  these  came 

forward  and  said: 

The  only  way  to  reform  a country  is  the  good  old  way^tt 
with  their  heads!  They  never  gave  us  a chance  for  our  lives. 
They  have  starved  our  wives  and  our  children.  They  have  ma  e 
our  lives  a hell.  They  have  had  no  pity  on  us.  If  we  aske 
for  bread,  they  gave  us  clubs  and  shot  and  steel.  T ey  ave 
crushed  us  under  their  horse’s  hoofs-and  now  we  have 
them  in  our  nower.  Demons  and  devils  they  have  been  to  us 
until  our  hearts  know  but  the  hate  of  them.  Nothing  but  then- 
blood  can  ever  balance  the  inhuman  cruelty  Ikey  have  inflated 
on  us  who  have  never  wronged  them.  They  are  our  enemies 
the  foes  of  our  lives!  the  monsters  of  the  world.  Their  crimes 
upon  us  are  unspeakable;  they  have  forfeited  the  right  to 
mercy-they  have  passed  the  pale  of  human  consideration.  Our 
ruined  lives  cannot  be  atoned  for,  save  by  their  blood-their  ex- 
ecution is  but  as  the  extinguishment  of  so  many  serpents. 

with  their  heads!  Off  with  their  heads!” 

Here  the  wild  looking  knot  cried,  “Bravo!  bravo!  and  sev- 
eral brandished  diabolical  instruments. 

But  the  vast  mutitude  seemed  not  enthused,  and  a great 
murmur  arose.  Then  one  of  the  people  spake,  saying:  “These 

whom  you  murmur  against  are  the  very  best  evidence  we  could 
offer  against  these  millionaires,  the  defendants.” 

“Injustice  and  cruelty  have  produced  their  state  of  thought 
and  feeling.  What  they  would  do  is  but  the  reflection  of  w a 
(he  defendants  have  done'to  them.  It  is  the  crimes  of  the  de- 
fendants seeking  to  return  upon  them.  These  people  whom  you 
murmur  against  have  received  nothing  but  hate  and  cruelty,  an 
so  can  neither  think  or  act  in  regard  to  their  persecutors  but 
on  the  «ame  plane.  If  monopoly  has  made  such,  of  some  of  the 
people,  would  it  not,  if  allowed,  finally  make  us  all  equally  as 

|»gY0rig0ful  ? 

“I  hold  that  our  entire  criminal  element  is  the  direct  re- 
sult of  the  conditions  built,  fostered  and  projected  by  these  mil- 
lionaires, the  defendants  now  on  trial. 
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“I  claim  that  poverty  is  a mold  to  shape  society,  sickly  and 
■criminal,  to  shape  society,  ignorant  and  vicious,  to  shape  society 
dangerous  to  both  the  individual  and  to  itself;  that  whatever 
debars  man  of  his  rights  inculcates  the  instinct  of  deceit  in 
the  victim,  and  from  this  deceit  the  error  branches  into  every 
species  of  crime.  I claim  that  this  reign  of  injustice  crushes  the 
morality  of  man,  and  the  virtue  of  woman.  I claim  that  intem- 
perance, and  every  vice,  is  the  outgrowth  of  this  inequality, 
that  temperance  is  equipoise  or  equality;  that  this  inharmonious 
adjustment  of  society  and  its  relations  to  its  natural  necessi- 
ties is  inequality,  and  therefore  a society  thus  constituted  must, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  become  intemperate,  passionate,  violent, 
diseased,  and  prone  to  unbalanced  excitement.  I claim  that  this 
poverty,  crime,  prostitution,  intemperance  and  disease  are  all 
the  creation  of  the  defendants  now  before  this  great  bar,  and  1 
ask  for  their  condemnation  and  punishment  in  accordance  with 

this  true  presentation  of  their  guilt.” 

As  this  speaker  concluded,  the  vast  jury  became  animated, 
and  many  fell  into  discussion  with  their  neighbors  regarding  his 
arraignment.  Some  thought  him  severe,  others  not  severe 
enough,  but  all  thought  him  truthful,  even  to  his  allusion  to 
the  band  of  men  and  women  who  demanded  that  the  defendants 
be  decapitated,  one  of  whom  now  arose  and  waving  an  odd 
looking  thing,  which  resembled  a piece  of  gas  pipe,  around  his 
head,  and  which  caused  many  timid  people  to  scatter  in  every 
direction,  said:  “Behold  the  human  wrecks  among  us  that 

these  men  have  made.  Behold  the  dwarfed  limbs,  the  starved 
forms,  the  crippled  things,  who  if  they  had  had  justice  would 
be  as  nature  intended  them,  and  not  as  they  are  now,  but  the 
caricatures  of  humanity!  Behold  the  sickly,  the  insane,  the  evil, 
the  criminal— the  ruins  they  have  wrought!  Behold  these  lit- 
tle children  whose  future  they  have  made  hopeless,  whom  they 
have  stolen  from  childhood— from  their  laughter  and  their  play, 
to  grind  them  into  deformity  and  insanity — FOR  THEIR 
PROFIT!  Are  not  the  lives  they  have  destroyed  not  to  weigh 
against  them?  By  what  right  have  they  to  exist  as  monsters? 
You  hang  the  murderers  of  individuals  what  about  the  mur- 
derers of  society?  Lo!  these  men  are  the  murderers  of  society! 
Now  then,  we  have  them  at  last  in  our  power!  Let  us  get  down 
to  the  killing  business.  Erect  the  guillotine!  Off  with  their 

heads!” 

But  a great  spirit  of  justice  reigned  in  the  breasts  of  the 
people  of  the  great  republic,  and  they  answered  loudly:  “No! 

We  will  hear  the  prisoners  first;  we  will  listen  to  the  other 

side.” 
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•‘What’  ” said  the  man  with  the  infernal  machine,  which  the 
odd  looking  gas  pipe  proved  to  be.  “What'  do  you  propose  to 
listen  to  the  other  side?  If  you  listen  to  that-if  you  look 
both  sides-then  you  will  surely  never  kill  any  one. 

Then  a great  shout  arose  from  the  people,  saying.  Let 

ihp  defendants  answer!” 

Then  from  amid  the  millionaires  and  monopolists  came  tort 
an  a™  rn  y-a  man  celebrated  for  his  mental  efforts.  h.»  deep 
resea^h  exhaustive  arguments,  brilliant  presentation  of 
ras  and  original  genius,  all  of  which  naturally  caused  re- 
“pent  and  attention.  Raising  his  hand  as  if  asking  ^ 

turned  to  the  vast  audience,  and  when  it  was 
first  count  in  the  indictment  of  my  clients  asserts  that  they  h 
inverted  your  liberty,  U that  were  fact,  it  that  were  possible 
and  had  been  accomplished,  how  comes  it  ^at  upon  the  me 
assertion  of  your  will  we  find  them  your  pnsoners-we  find  th 
"fore  you  in  ieopardy,  and  upon  trial?  They  are  «ew  m num- 
bers' you  constitute  millions;  and  when  the  lesser  controls 
Sealer,  it  is  cerlainly  only  through  the  acquiescence  of  the 

would  be  as  absurd  to  claim  that  these  mmion^ 
are  the  mental  superiors  of  the  collective  wisdom  of  seventy 

millions  of  people,  and  through  this 

Ihem  as  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  assert  that  a fe 

monopolists  are  the  physical  superiors  f 

“It  is  therefore  plain  that  you  are  neither  subjected  y 

mental  or  physical  force  of  my  clients;  j^^ees, 

-:s,rr 

you  is  certainly  groundless,  and  the  first  count  must  therefore 

“■■..?:r^  :ry".srcrtr“r  trlt  pr^uces  two  ^ 

“T-rr  X ^IgrofterdiS-isluiSr an 

rnrrdr,rhue^he  r,ght  ot  the  wbol.  .^right  Of  the 

people  as  a mass,  is  scarcely  recognized  The  righn  ot^ 

dividual  to  control  land,  water,  air,  light  and  lab  , 

where  supported,  sustained  and  protected;  ^f\?ese^''nrt  for  the 
of  the  millions  collectively  to  control  all  of  these  not  for  the 

benefit  of  individuals,  but  for  the  benefit  ^^'^^^^^.^mpt.  k 

uality  is  totally  overlooked,  disregarded  and  f • h hv 

Is  it  therefore,  surprising,  that  individuals  thus  sustained  y 
oc  ety  Should  rise  to  abnormal  wealth,  and  society  itself 
sink  Lto  poverty?  Surely  it  could  not  be  otherwise. 

“Your  continual  legislation  in  behalf  of  indivi  ua  ism. 
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the  expense  of  society,  I contend,  afflicts  both  extrernes,  rich 
and  poor  alike.  A system  which  encourages;  protects  and 
forces  the  individual  to  seize  upon  the  natural  resources 
Shts  of  society  educates,  draws  out  and  unfolds  the  meaner 
qualities,  grosser  and  material  conditions  of  the  mind,  ajid  th J 
who  win  in  this  race  of  spoliation  must  therefore  do  so  at  th 
expense  of  the  finer  and  nobler  qualities  of  their  being,  and 
thus  acquire  material  wealth  at  the  cost  of  spiritual  poverty. 
And  although  the  rich  pile  up  their  material  wealth 
high  they  must  meet  the  consequences  of  their  error  spintu  y, 
a^’are  Le  equal  sufferers  when  the  internal  of  the  situation 

is  examined.  , . , ..  . 

‘‘That  the  poor  are  brutalized  through  their  ma  ^ 

poverishment  equally  as  the  rich  are 

spiritual  impoverishment  is  axiomatic;  the  inAictmn  of  the 
being  internally,  and  the  other  externally.  With  this  I dis 
miss  the  first  count,  that  these  millionaires  hold  you  in  subjec- 
tion, claiming  that  the  subjection  is  mutually  imposed  by  the 
millions,  rich  and  poor,  and  that  all  alike  are  partakers  of  its 

evil  consequences. 

The  second  count  in  your  indictment  is,  that  my  c len  s 
taken  possession  of  natural  necessities.  The  first  count  I de- 
nied; this,  the  second,  I acknowledge  to  be  true.  But  this  is 
not  a crime.  When  and  where  have  you,  the  collectivity, 
declared  it  to  be?  Have  not  your  entire  legislation,  teac.  - 
ing,  an.  practice,  declared  it  to  be  legal  and  legitimate . 

“I  acknowledge  my  clients,  the  millionaires,  are  guilty  of 
individually  appropriating  the  common  necessities  of  life,  of 
individual  proprietorship,  of  humanity’s  necessities;  ^ 

mand  if  my  clients  are  to  be  jeopardized  for  so  doing,  that  all 
be  jeopardized;  that  the  jury  itself  step  into  the  P^^oner  s 
dock,  and  that  we  all  stand  decapitation  in  common,  all  alike 

being  individually  guilty. 

“But  guilty  of  what?  Guilty  of  the  appropriation  of  life  s 

necessities!  And  where  and  how  can  the  law  of 
tion  be  demonstrated  a crime?  Nowhere  and  nohow 
instead  of  being  a crime,  the  appropriation  and  control  of  the 
necessities  of  life  is  a commendable  virtue,  to  be  honored  an 
applauded  by  all  right-thinking  people. 

“But  why  is  the  charge  then  brought?  But  why  the  evil? 
The  evil  is,  that  the  individual  has  been  compelled  to  control 
the  necessities  of  life-compelled  to  exercise  personal  proprie- 
torship over  the  things  because  society  has  failed  to  act  for  so- 
ciety, of  which  he  is  the  part,  thereby  forcing  him  to  act  indi- 
vidually in  an  administration  over  the  necessities  of  life,  there- 
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by  making  him  a victim  rather  than  a culprit  in  the  offense 
Therefore,  what  he  has  done,  and  been  forced  to  do.  soci  y 
now  do  for  him  and  all,  as  it  should  do.  and  so  long  has  1 
undone.  Let  society  assume  its  natural  position  of  t 

of  every  necessity  of  society,  and  no  longer  force  individual 
conflict,  through  the  law  of  self-preservation.  Surely,  then  th 
jury  cannot  justly  consider  as  guilt  or  crime,  on  the  P^rt  of  my 
clients,  an  act  the  performance  of  which  is  a common 
being-an  act  forced  by  the  plaintiffs  themselves  upon  the  de- 
L'dante,  and  an  act  which  it  would  be  the  b«heat  ^rtue  « 
the  plaintiffs  themselves  to  adopt  as  a law  of  society^  And 
therefore.  I conclude,  and  dismiss  the  -ond  charge 
words:  Let  the  people  collectively  adopt  and 

thing  in  which  they  charge  my  clients  with  crime.  Let  them 
socially  and  politically  appropriate,  as  my  clients  have  done, 

the  necessities  of  life.”  „ v^rv 

By  this  time  the  excitement  had  become  intense,  the  y 

breath  ot  the  millions  ot  the  great  court 

cttill  during  the  silent  truths  of  Socialism.  UPON  WHOSE 
TRUTHS  NOW  PLAINLY  DEPENDED  THE  LIVES  OF  TH 
DEFENDANTS.  THE  MILLIONAIRES,  WHO  HAD  ALWAYS 

been  the  enemies  OF  SOCIALISM. 

In  fact,  it  became  evident  to  all,  that  had  it  not  been  for 

the  truths  of  Socialism  thus  presented  by  the  ‘ 

tlnS  that  all  would  have  been  in  favor  of  the  decapitation 
of  the  millionaires-and  that  it  was,  now  alone  the  truths 
Socialism  that  could  save  the  defendants  from  the  jury  of  th 

^^°^Then  the  counsel  for  the  millionaires  again  resumed: 

“I  now  take  up  the  third  and  last  count  in  this  unjust  in- 
dictment viz.,  that  my  clients,  the  millionaires,  have  co-oper- 
ated  or  Joined  their  divided  forces,  thus  deraonstratiug  that 
operation  is  superior  to  competition  or  md.v.dual 
they  have  evolved  great  strength,  and  accu.red  vast  wealth 
tbrLgh  this  association  of  their  forces  in  common-ttrough 
this  sinking  of  their  individualities  into  co-operation  l a 
knowledge.  That  they  have  thus  learned 

is  strength;  that  they  have  and  are  again  ^3 

eral  many  co-operations  into  greater  co-operations  known  js 

TRUSTS  for  still  greater  power,  I also  acknow  e g . 

5011  the  people  of  this  great  republic,  wherein  lies  the  error 
therein  Ues  the  crime?  Is  not  this  the  iinfoldment  by  the  in- 
dividual of  the  greatest  of  social  truths?  ® founded 

the  very  principle  upon  which  the  universe  itself  is  founded, 

rtroug"  which  « is  sustained  and  endures?  la  not  the  pnn- 
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ciple  of  hell  disunion,  and  the  principle  of  heaven  union?  The 
first,  conflict;  the  second,  order?  and  are  not  my  clients  BUT 
/ THE  RUDE  PIONEERS  OF  THIS  GREAT  TRUTH?  Let  envy, 

malice,  and  personalism  say  what  it  may!  Is  not  the  co-opera- 
tion of  parts  knowm  as  monopolies  and  trusts  but  the  nebular 
formations  of  the  coming  great  planet  of  NATIONAL  CO-OP- 
ERATION? True,  my  clients’  local  co-operation  hurts  and  in- 
flicts the  people.  When  and  where  does  not  truth  hurt  and 
pain  whoever  lives  contrary  to  it.  You,  the  people,  are  living 
out  of  co-operation,  contrary  to  its  truth;  and  wherever  indi- 
vidualism meets  and  faces  the  local  co-operation  of  my  clients,  it 
suffers  defeat  and  pain.  Through  this  defeat  and  pain  the  peo- 
ple are  awakening  to  a realization  of  the  error  of  individualism, 
and  thus  society  is  forced  as  well  as  educated  into  a recogni- 
tion of  the  fundamental  principle  of  Unity. 

“Again,  I say,  let  the  people,  instead  of  attaching  conflict 
and  war  upon  my  innocent  and  most  praiseworthy  clients,  the 
millionaires,  let  them  emulate  their  processes  and  adopt  their 
admirable  system.  The  same  co-operation  through  which  sev- 
enty millionaires  enrich  themselves,  will  certainly  enrich  sev- 
enty millions  of  people  w'hen  adopted.  And  1 claim  that  my 
clients  are  not  the  evil  doers,  as  this  third  and  last  count  would 
* proclaim,  but  that  they  are  educators  instead;  that  they  are 

but  the  agents  of  social  evolution.  That  my  clients,  the  million- 
aires, have  faults,  have  crimes  to  answer  for,  as  all 
have  crimes  to  answer  for,  I acknowledge;  and  that 
they  have  truths,  as  all  men  have  truths,  I have  here 
demonstrated.  I now  move  their  discharge,  their  vindication, 
and  their  liberty,  and  that  they  be  invited  to  enter  the  great 
general  co-operation  of  the  w'hole,  and  become  your  comrades 
of  the  Social  Republic— the  New  Society  which  I know  you  are 
about  to  establish.” 

As  these  words  w'ere  spoken  the  vast  jury  arose,  and  with 
a mighty  voice,  that  shook  the  very  mountains  in  the  dis- 
tance, they  proclaimed: 

We  give  the  prisoners  and  ourselves  freedom!  We 
give  each  and  all  freedom!  We  co-operate,  we  Socialize  the 
necessities  of  life — w^e  civilize  civilization!  Henceforth  none 
shall  be  pauper,  and  all  shall  be  the  countless  millionaire!”— 
and  a great  shout  went  up  for  the  Social  Republic. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


WOMAN’S  RELATION  TO  SOCIALISM. 

The  feminine  principle  of  existence  is  represented  every- 
where by  the  moral,  as  the  masculine  is  represented  every- 
where by  the  intellectual.  The  feminine  conserves  the  moral 
the  masculine  the  intellectual.  Our  civilization  today  is  almost 
exclusively  masculine,  almost  wholly  intellectual,  and  there- 
fore almost  wholly  immoral.  This  immorality  is  the  resu  t 
of  the  subversion  of  the  feminine,  or  moral,  ac  or  o 
ence  and  its  subversion  must  necessarily  end  in  inequality  or 
in  confusion,  from  dome  to  foundation  of  the 
structed.  To  have  a perfect  society,  its  base  must  be  equality 
-equality  in  all  things.  And  to  have  that,  you  must  have 
equality  in  the  beginning-an  equal  recognition,  morally  and 
intelJtuany,  o.  these  two  primal  factors  of  l«e.  You  mu^t  he 
intelligent  and  loving  enough  to  recognize  these  two  factors 
equally,  and  extend  to  them  equal  support,  place  and  powen 
Then  when  there  is  no  preponderance,  but  an  equal  P^oP^t^ 
of  woman  and  man  in  your  religious,  political  and  social 
tions.  there  will  be  a balance,  an  equilibrium,  and  rest-a  reign 

of  peace  and  of  unparalleled  harmony.  to 

Whenever  a moral  proposition  is  propose  or 
adopt  as  law.  that  proposition  is  the  feminine  princjle  moving 
in  politics;  whenever  the  masculine  becomes  eno^h, 

it  perceives  and  recognizes  this  moral  proposition,  this  femin 
ine  in  politics,  and  adopts  it  as  law.  That  the 
coming  intelligent  enough  to  appreciate  the  moral  or  the  fe 
inine,  in  politics,  the  recognition  of  the  moral  truths  of  national 

co-operation  by  the  men  of  America  plainly 

Everywhere,  then,  throughout  the  land  women  should 
awaken  to  this,  her  first  grand  entree  as  a principle  into  gov- 
ernment. Socialism  is  purely  moral  in  its  idea;  for  a 3 

tice  is  of  morality,  and  all  of  morality  is  of  love,  and  all  o 
love  is  of  the  feminine  principle,  whether  it  be  in  man  o 

in  woman.  _ . ^ 

The  war,  conflict,  and  competition  of  nations  and  indiv  - 

uals,  the  suffering,  misery,  and  inhumanity  everywhere  aroun 
us  is  resolved  into  that  one  single  destructive  state  of  mind  des- 
ignated as  hate.  Hate  is  that  state  or  condition  of  mind  neces- 
sary to  outrage,  cruelty  and  injustice;  and  there  can  be  no  men 
rewarded,  no  truth  recognized,  no  virtue  respected,  by  a mina 
under  the  domination  of  hate.  Hence  hate  is  the  very  antithesis 
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of  justice,  and  when  we  come  to  analyze  hate,  and  go  down  deep 
into  causations,  we  find  that  hate  is  a state  of  mind  wherein  the 
positive  and  negative  forces  are  unequal,  or  in  other  words, 
wherein  the  masculine  and  feminine  principles  are  unpropor- 
tional, anu  that  hate,  the  resultant  of  this  inequality,  m the  seed 
or  cause  of  disease  or  disorder,  producing  all  the  various  forms 
of  evils  whicti  man  and  earth  are  heir  to. 


The  full  rights  of  woman  can  only  be  recognized  in  a state 
of  society  in  whose  administration  the  moral  has  become  as 
equal  a factor  as  the  intellectual,  or  where  love  is  recognized  as 

equal  to  wisdom. 

Everywhere  in  our  civilization  we  find  much  masculine  in-  _ 
genuity,  carefully  arranging  conditions,  circumstance,  and  sit- 
uations to  bring  into  success  special  designs,  while  but  seldom 
you  meet  with  feminine  sentiment  or  moral  aspiration  existing 
hand  in  hand  with  this  intellectual  effort.  The  masculine  pre- 
ponderates to  such  an  extent  in  our  governing  ideas  that  it  al- 
most overwhelms  and  crushes  out  the  feminine  in  ali.  save  the 
most  primal  relations  of  the  dual  principles.  It  recognizes  the  fem- 
inine to  bring  forth  a race,  but  refuses  to  recognize  it  or  allow 
it  to  bring  forth  a condition  for  the  happiness  of  the  race— re- 
luses  to  accept  what  the  feminine  alone  can  give,  MORAL  PRIN- 
CIPLE, and  proceeds  to  build  the  structure  of  our  political  fam- 
ily upon  a purely  masculine  basis— a basis  which  consequently 
presents  a scene  of  continual  competition,  of  continual  destruc- 
tion, desolation  and  untimely  death.  Everywhere  you  find  the 
masculine  denunciator,  or  the  tearer-down;  seldom  you  find  the 
feminine,  or  constructive,  principle.  Vociferous  applause  greets 
the  former,  while  shrugs  and  silence  greet  the  latter.  This  mas- 
culine civilization  cannot  present  any  other  phase  than  its  pres- 
ent one  of  effort  devoid  of  feeling,  of  object  devoid  of  mor- 
ality, of  reason  devoid  of  affection— a thing  all  head  and  no  heart. 
It  cannot  give  a state  of  affairs  beyond  or  above  its  present  in- 
sanity-mill, wherein  each  man’s  hand  is  raised  against  his 
brother  in  life-long  conflict,  whose  unholy  strife  is  innocently 
termed  “business,”  “shrewdness,”  “smartness,”  and  “brains.” 


No!  this  masculine  civilization  cannot  present  any  other 
phase  until  its  recognition  of  the  love  principle  in  the  construc- 
tion of  its  society— a recognition  which  demands  happiness  as 
well  as  greatness— a recognition  that  happiness  can  oily  be  se- 
cured through  love,  as  greatness  is  secured  through  justice-a 
recognition  that  woman  is  as  necessary  to  the  administration  of 
a government  as  she  is  to  the  administration  of  a family,  and 
that  society  can  nowhere  endure,  in  the  absence  of  her  love. 
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Woman  ennobles  all  that  she  comes  in  contact  with,  and  would 
ennoble  governments. 

Socialism  is  the  feminine  principle  in  politics,  it  is  i 
tuition  marching  with  reason;  it  is  love  where  it  ever  should 
be-by  the  side  of  wisdom.  It  is  the  woman  and  the  man  dual 
expressions  of  the  infinite,  whose  division  is  darkness,  whose 

"""'“Lcialfsm  then  presents  the  political  atmosphere  of  woman. 
Her  principle  brought  it  into  existence— i.  e.,  love  for  the  race. 
Her  principle  will  carry  it  forward.  In  it  woman  finds  her  em- 
brvo  dreams  of  what  should  be,  and  turns  to  it  from  what  her 
spirit  for  ages  hath  proclaimed  should  not  be.  Her  desires 
• the  grand,  beautiful,  sublime,  poetic  and  harmonious  can  only 
be  realized  in  the  unfoldment  of  both  the  powers  of  the  race 
-powers  now  divided  and  restrained-powers,  however,  which 
under  Socialism  would  flow  forth  in  one  united,  irresistible 
stream.  The  women  of  our  country,  therefore,  must  put  their 
will  and  aspiration  in  this  sacred  cause.  It  is  woman’s  oppor- 
tunity-a  future  which  shall  yield  conditions  of  more  Slovious 
nature  than  stars  have  witnessed  or  mind  has  yet  dreamed^  We 
have  heard  it  put  forth  that  woman’s  ideas  of  government  should 
not  be  joined  to  men’s  ideas  of  government,  or  government  be 
based  upon  the  ideas  of  both;  that  woman  is  unfitted  to  partake 
of  many  departments  of  our  present  “he”  government;  that  she 
is  unfitted  to  go  around  collecting  “license”  from  the  dens  and 
dives;  that  she  is  unfitted  to  fight  in  war;  unfitted  to  carry  a 
killing  machine.  Unfitted  for  war!  Heaven  forbid  her  to  be. 
War  is  the  direct  result  of  this  over-preponderance  of  the  mas- 
culine, and  this  unrelative  representation  of  the  feminine  in  each 
and  every  department  of  the  social  structure.  True,  you  may 
sav  there  are  departments  that  men  now  occupy  which  are  un- 
fitted for  her.  and  beneath  her.  Well!  if  there  be  such  depart- 
ments then  they  are  also  unfitted  for  men;  for  man  should  not 
be  where  woman  cannot  be;  they  should  be  ever  side  by  side, 
equal  in  all  things.  And  everything  contrary  to  these  trut  s 
shall  yet  go  down  before  the  endless  beat  of  thought  upon  the 

shores  of  error. 


moral  turpitude. 
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moral  turpitude. 

One  of  the  great  weaknesses  of  the  people  is  their  lack  of  con- 
fidence in  truth;  their  lack  of  a firm  belief  in  the  triumph  of 
principle.  This  is  a lack  of  faith.  They  will  tell  you  they  would 
TOte  for  principle,  but  that  it  cannot  win;  that  they  would  vot 
in  vain-would  “throw  their  vote  away.”  This  is  actually  tl^e 
result  of  a belief  in  the  supremacy  of  evil;  that  evil  predom 
nates  and  will  predominate;  and  that  although  they  prefer  prin- 
ciple stm  they  must  be  on  the  side  of  that  which  predominates, 
even  if  they  have  to  be  upon  the  side  and  have  to  vote  for  the 
Devil  This  is  the  Chinese  idea  of  religion-a  people  who  be- 
lieve in  God.  but  who  worship  the  Devil,  because  the  latter,  they 
Ihink,  rules  and  predominates.  Yet  the  same  idea  prevails  with 
the  voter,  who  tells  you  he  believes  your  reform  idea  is  right 
but  that  he  cannot  vote  for  the  right,  as  he  does  not  wish  t 
‘•THROW  HIS  VOTE  AWAY,”  and  so  he  goes  forth  and  ^otes 

for  that  which  he  has  declared  to  be  wrong. 

Surely  to  vote  against  truth  because  it  is  weak  is  the  depth 

of  moral  depravity.  The  life,  health,  strength,  and  ^ 

the  race  are  grounded  in  the  moral  faculties.  No  reform  c 
come  which  violates  these;  no  health,  no  strength,  no  growth. 

A people  whose  hearts  rest  in  the  supremacy  of  evil;  who  be- 
lieve not  in  the  innate  goodness  of  man  and  woman,  whose 
hope  is  overclouded  in  suspicion,  forebodings  of  evil,  and  gloomy 
arraignment  of  the  future-are  a people  sadly  in  need  of  that 
highest  faculty  of  the  soul,  faith-that  position  of  the  mind 
which  in  the  physical  we  denominate  courage— a belief,  a con- 
fidence in  victory.  This  lack  of  faith  in  truth.  tWs  moral  weak- 
ness of  belief  IN  THE  POSITIVE  TRIUMPH  OF  GOOD  E\- 

krywhere  and  at  all  times,  past,  present,  and 

future,  is  the  error  of  those  v/ho  chill  the  vitals  of  progress 
by  their  continual  sighs  that  the  reign  of  justice  is  impractica- 
ble, visionary,  Utopian.  FAR  AWAY,  and  therefore  useless  to 
think,  speak,  write  or  act  upon.  All  persons  evidencing  such 
are  spiritually  diseased  at  the  center  to  that  degree  which  they 

lack  in  this  creative  faculty  of  good— faith. 

It  is  faith  which  alone  supports  me  in  the  writing  of  this 

book— the  confidence  in  humanity’s  innate  love  of  truth.  No 
machine  could  be  invented,  no  journey  started,  no  action  be- 
gun no  cause  ever  carried  from  conception  to  fruition,  without 
laith-  and  he  or  she  who  puts  doubt  upon  the  accomplishment 
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of  truth,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  fair  dream  of  Socialism, 
stabs  it  to  the  vitals  with  the  dagger  of  darkness.  To  hush 
this  croaking  voice  of  cowardice  as  it  throws  its  prophecies 
over  Socialism,  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  bravely  face  it.  Faith 
is  a cultivable  virtue,  as  doubt  is  a cultivable  vice.  Faith  is 
confidence  in  the  good;  doubt,  a confidence  in  the  bad.  The 
grander  the  cause,  the  greater  the  gloom  doubt  throws  around 
it;  for  doubt  is  of  evil.  Doubt  is  death,  and  weakens  whatever  it 
touches.  Doubt  is  a coward;  faith  is  courage.  Doubt  says,  “I 
weaken— I die!”  Faith  says,  “I  live!”  And  doubt  does  die 
and  faith  does  live.  Doubt  is  descent,  faith  is  ascent;  the  one 
tailure,  the  other  success.  Faith  expects  good,  doubt  expects 
bad.  By  faith,  the  plant  reaches  its  arms  up  to  the  light,  and 
its  feet  into  the  darkness  for  life,  and  receives  it.  Doubt  de- 
nies the  coming  of  the  morning,  and  says;  “I  only  accept 
sight;  accept  what  is  here;  I believe  only  in  what  I see,  feel, 
hear,  taste,  and  smell;  I am  of  the  past,  not  of  the  future;  you 
speak  to  me  of  light,  I am  of  the  darkness;  darkness  is  here, 
therefore,  there  is  nothing  but  darkness  ahead.  I will  accept 
nothing  except  I see  it;”  and  doubt  cannot  see,  because  it  is 
darkness.  Faith  pierces  the  darkness,  and  within  herself  be- 
holds the  coming  light.  She  beholds  man’s  true  self  arising;  she 
beholds  the  miseries  of  the  race  dissipating;  her  ear  catches  the 
distant  music;  and  she  feels  the  inward  pulse  of  the  universal 
love.  The  mountain  of  hate  falls  into  the  waters  of  truth,  and 
the  spoliation  of  industry  ceases.  The  earth  and  its  glory  be- 
comes the  heritage  of  its  children,  and  Socialism  reigns  through- 
out the  globe! 

Hail,  white  faith!  Hold  up  thy  lamp  above  this  darkened 
land!  Still  prophesy  thy  truth;  for  in  thy  prophecy  lies  crea- 
tion! 
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PRESENT  LEGISLATION  THE  FAULT  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

Many  people  seeking  no  further  than  personality  lay  much 
blame  upon  the  politicians  fcr  the  situation  as  it  is.  But  the 
blame  lies  not  with  the  politicians:  it  lies  in  the  general  apathy 
and  erroneous  ideas.  The  kind  of  politicians  we  have  today  is 
the  kind  of  politicians  the  people  through  mistaken  ideas  them- 
selves create.  The  successful  politician  of  today  owes  very  lit- 
tle to  the  people.  True,  their  votes  elect  him.  But  what  of 
that?  Their  votes  would  also  elect  A,  or  B,  or  C as  quickly 
as  they  elect  him,  if  either  of  these  were  to  receive  the  nom- 
ination of  the  convention.  The  nomination  is  what  he  must 
look  to,  and  that  means  he  must  look  to  the  monopolies;  for 
they  fix  the  nomination.  Now,  then,  if  the  monopolies  fix  up 
the  ticket  of  the  R party  and  also  fix  up  the  ticket  of  the  D 
party,  and  the  people  unanimously  vote  either  of  these  tickets, 
and  thus  a politician  receives  office,  he  considers  the  monopoly 

who  put  him  on  tho  ticket  hs  his  master. 

If  you  were  to  ask  this  politician  why  he  did  not  consider - 

himself  indebted  or  under  obligation  to  the  people,  he  would 
tell  you  “that  the  people  did  not  vote  for  him,  but  voted  for 
the  ticket,”  and  which  would  be  a solemn  truth;  that  the  mo- 
nopolies offered  him  the  office,  providing  he  would  serve  their 
interests  during  his  term,  and  which  if  he  did  faithfully,  they 
would  again  place  him  on  the  ticket  which  they  regularly  give 
to  the  people  to  vote.  Now,  then,  to  expect  a man  to  represent 
the  people  who  receives  nothing  from  the  people,  and  who  would 
never-could  never-  EVEN  GET  ON  THE  TICKET  IF  HE 
STOOD  BY  THE  PEOPLE,  and  whom  the  people  would  vote  into 
the  poor  house  if  the  corporations  did  not  put  him  on  their 
ticket— I say  to  expect  such  a man  to  stand  by  the  people  is  to 
expect  something  from  him  which  is  radically  impossible  for 

him  to  give. 

Yet  in  the  face  of  these  facts  we  have  heard  some  one  say 
that  the  people  are  betrayed  by  politicians. 

Who  has  not  heard  this  over  and  over,  again  and  again? 
Who  has  not  heard  about  tricky,  designing  politicians,  public 
thieves,  peculating  knaves,  false  demagogues,  selling,  bartering 
the  interests,  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people?  Everybody. 

We  have  heard  this,  read  this.  Let  us  penetrate  into 
the  inwardness  of  the  matter,  and  analyze  this  universal  com- 
plaint about  “the  people  being  betrayed. 


62  CIVILIZATION  CIVILIZED. 

Who  elects  the  public  thieves,  the  tricky,  peculating  knaves, 

the  demagogues? 

The  “betrayed”  peopie. 

Who  re-elects  them,  after  they  have  been  betrayed  by 
them? 

The  “betrayed”  people. 

Who  is  it  that  votes  solidly  by  the  millions  for  whatever 

a party  nominates? 

The  “betrayed”  people. 

Who  is  it  that  cry  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands,  “M  e know 
you  are  right,  that  it  is  the  true  principle,  but  if  we  voted  for 
it,  our  vote  would  be  thrown  away  ?’ 

The  “betrayed”  people. 

In  the  ruling  politicians  of  America  the  people  behold  their 

collective  intelligence  reflected  as  from  a mirror. 

The  people  would  fain  delude  themselves  that  the  fault  is 
not  their  own;  that  it  is  the  politicians  who  are  the  cause  of 
the  evils  complained  of. 

If  you  want  a test  of  the  moral  status  of  the  people— the  “be- 
trayed” people — open  a hall  with  a dog  fight  or  man  fight  on  one 
side  of  the  street— fifty  cents  admission— and  another  hall  on 
the  other  side  of  the  street  with  a lecture  on  Socialism— AD- 
MISSION FREE — and  determine  where  the  “betrayed”  people 
will  most  congregate. 

Just  so  long  as  the  people  imagine  their  own  fault  to  be  the 
fault  of  some  one  else,  and  not  their  own,  just  so  long  will 
there  be  no  improvement.  Once  reason  it  into  them  that  they 
themselves  are  to  blame,  the  sooner  they  will  begin  remedying 
the  evil — the  sooner  the  people  will  begin  ascending  a better 
plane  of  thought— the  sooner  politicians  will  become  statesmen; 
for  the  people  will  have  become  statesmen  themselves. 

The  only  true  reform  is  the  elevation  of  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual status  of  the  people. 

Thus  the  people  are  wont  to  lay  the  responsibilities  of  the 
evils  of  the  state  to  the  politicians;  and  when  you  ask,  “Why, 
then,  do  you  not  elect  honest  politicians?”  they  answer  with 
three  falsehoods;  1.  There  are  no  honest  politicians;  2.  Politics 
makes  men  dishonest;  3.  All  men  are  dishonest.  We  answer: 
L Society  is  prolific  of  honest  politicians;  that  the  people  hardly 
ever  sustain  them;  that  the  people  leave  the  choice  of  candi- 
dates to  conventions,  and  that  the  agents  of  monopoly  attend 
to  the  conventions  for  them;  that  the  people  accept  this,  and 
stand  it,  and  vote  for  the  selections  so  made;  that  if  an  honest 
politician  is  selected  by  the  monopolies  in  a convention,  it  is  as 
a decoy,  to  cover  the  remaining  selections;  that  when  the  mo- 
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iiopolies  select  a politician,  and  the  people  elect  this  selection, 
they  elect  an  agent  of  the  monopolies— not  an  agent  of  their 
own— and  it  would  be  astonishing  if  we  had  political  honesty  un- 
der these  circumstances. 

2.  “That  politics  makes  men  dishonest,”  we  deny.  Politics 
is  the  science  of  social  government.  From  its  beginning  to  its 
end,  its  contemplation  and  associations  widen  and  broaden  as 
it  deals  with  numbers  and  masses.  Let  the  mind  be  ever  so  low, 
ever  so  dishonest,  the  circle  of  action,  the  ideas  it  must  deal 
with  in  politics,  are  larger  than  those  of  private  duty;  economic 
questions  continualiy  arise  and  awaken  mentai  action,  be  it  ever 
so  small.  And  although  the  very  crudest  and  most  primitive 
species  of  politicians  are  elected  by  our  careless  people,  no  mat- 
ter how  rude  the  material  be,  how  ignorant  be  the  mind 
elected,  that  mind  broadens  and  deepens  by  its  political  ex- 

perience. 

3.  “All  men  are  dishonest,”  is  the  third  charge.  Even  the 
man  who  thus  proclaims  his  own  iniquity  has  a right  to  be 
answered.  The  greater  his  error,  the  more  he  should  be 
answered.  The  most  ignorant  are  the  most  unfortunate, 
and  need  brotherhood  most  of  all.  Truth  is  at  the  cen- 
ter of  every  life,  no  matter  how  dark  or  thick  the  circling  folds 
—there  at  the  center  is  the  white  spark  of  heaven.  That  spark 
extinguished,  the  light  of  life  would  be  gone,  and  all  would  be 
darkness.  Down  deep  beneath  the  heat  and  passion  there  is  a 
lair,  pure  angel  climbing  up — climbing  up!  but  pushed  back  and 
denied!  And  you  say  “men  are  dishonest!” 

This  angel  in  every  individual  would  be  cherished  and  ap- 
pealed to.  in  the  conditions  of  Socialism. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


VOTING  SOVEREIGNS. 

The  voting  “sovereign”  of  the  republic  is  a strange  phenom- 
enon. The  “sovereign”  is  the  production  of  “partyism;”  a fad 
or  craze  of  our  republic,  whereby  the  voters  divide  into  two 
large  herds  every  national  election.  Not  a principle  nor  an  idea 
in  sight  or  espoused  by  either;  and  yet  tremendous  meetings  and 
speeches,  much  music  and  loud  noises,  together  with  firing  of 
cannon,  and  fantastical  parades,  illuminated  by  fire  works,  go 
to  make  up  the  program.  The  public  press  take  sides  and  rep- 
resent their  respective  herds.  The  more  awful  the  slander  and 
worse  the  calumny  the  herds  and  their  herders  can  assail  each 
other  with,  the  better  pleased  they  seem. 

It  is  charged  by  each  that  the  other  is  about  to  destroy  civ- 
ilization, and  restore  the  nation  to  primitive  savagery.  Personal 
duels,  street  wars,  and  a general  stirring  up  of  the  animal  pas- 
sions reign  during  what  they  call  the  “canvass.”  All  investiga- 
tions of  the  supposed  issues  at  stake  are  conducted  on  the  basis 
of  each  side  endeavoring  to  prove  the  other  guilty  of  intentional 
falsehood,  and  usually  tapers  into  a physical  debate.  If  any  in- 
dependent or  rather  unpsychologized  mind  advances  an  idea 
which  would  really  benefit,  and  which  could  be  established  at 
the  ballot  box  by  popular  vote,  he  is  pronounced  a “crank;”  an 
advocate  of  something  impracticable.  Both  herds  will  cease 
fighting  and  fuse  to  defeat  a “crank.”  The  oddity  of  it  all  is, 
that  these  two  great  herds  exchange  what  they  call  their  prin- 
ciples or  platforms  every  eight  years,  the  one  taking  the  plat- 
form of  the  other,  and  vice  versa.  What  divides  them,  or  keeps 
them  divided,  no  one  knows.  It  is  neither  nationality,  religion, 
nor  political  views;  for  you  are  as  likely  to  find  all  nationalities, 
religions  and  political  views  in  one  party  as  in  the  other. 

The  drivers  of  the  herds  buy  a nomination  and  proceed  to 
drum  up  the  sovereigns. 

A brass  band  and  some  fire  works,  gather  them  in  sufficient 
numbers,  and  speaking  commences  after  the  following  style; 

“Fellow-citizens!” 

“Hi-yi-yi!” 

“Three  cheers  for  our  herd!” 

“’Rah!  ’rah!  ’rah!” 

“Elect  ‘THE  TICKET’  or  you  will  be  slaves!” 

“We  will!  we  will!” 

(It  will  be  noticed  that  the  sovereigns  are  supporting  their 
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families  on  a dollar  a day,  and  are  thus  on  a par  with  the  Rus-  | 

sian  serf.  They  have  scarcely  an  article  of  value  in  the  world, 
and  receive  in  return  for  their  work  a hovel  to  shelter  them,  rags 
to  cover  them,  and  the  coarsest  species  of  fodder  to  keep  the 
breath  in  their  toil-worn  bodies.) 

“Will  you  be  slaves?” 

“Never!  never!” 

“Then  vote  as  you  have  always  voted  as  you  voted  last 
year,  and  the  year  before— as  your  miserable  wretch  of  a father 
voted,  who  toiled  and  starved,  voting  the  straight  ticket.  Don  t 
scratch!  vote  like  him — don’t  think,  don’t  change,  go  it  blind 
right  or  wrong — first,  last,  and  all  the  time. 

“Hi-yi-yi!” 

(Great  applause  by  the  sovereigns.) 

“Retain  your  freedom!” 

“We  will!  we  will!” 

“Three  cheers  for  the  herd!” 

“’Rah!  ’rah!  ’rah!” 

If  you  ask  one  of  the  sovereigns  whose  herd  is  in  power, 

‘ What  brought  your  wages  down  from  five  dollars  a day  to  one? 

he  will  answer: 

“OVER-PRODUCTION!” 

< Or  because  there  are  too  many  shoes  made,  the  people  are 

going  barefooted:  because  there  is  too  much  flour,  the  people 
are  going  hungry.  In  a word,  the  creation  of  plenty,  is  the  rea- 

son  people  have  nothing. 

Should  you  ask  one  of  the  sovereigns  whose  herd  is  not  in 
power,  the  same  question,  he  will  answer  that  it  is  because  his 
herd  is  not  in  power. 

Should  you  prove  to  him  that  his  herd  advocates  and  is 
pledged  to  enforce  precisely  the  same  rule  as  the  other  herd, 
it  makes  no  more  impression  on  him  than  the  same  information 
would  if  imparted  to  a rhinoceros  in  its  native  jungle. 

No  ray  of  thought  can  penetrate  the  mind  of  a type  of  the 

real  voting  sovereign. 

He  is  a fixture. 

One  of  the  herd. 

If  you  were  to  ask  him  what  a “coupon”  was,  he  couldn’t 
tell  whether  it  was  made  of  brick  or  mortar. 

If  you  were  to  ask  him  where  the  millionaire  s five  thou- 
sand dollars  per  day  comes  from,  it  would  be  to  him  an  idiotic 
^ conundrum. 

If  you  were  to  talk  about  “contraction”  and  “expansion”  of 
the  volume  of  money,  it  would  be  Greek  to  him. 

But  talk  to  him  of  the  “PARTIES,”  and  the  word  “PARTY” 
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Lg.  h,m  .0  life:  H,’U  ta,.!  ta«-  U>.u: 
ture!  He’ll  overwhelm  you  with  the  history 
arowu  you,  dose  you,  bombard  you  with  words  and 
tures-  and  talk  and  words  in  which  ydu  could  n 
“Ice  ol  au  Idea  than  he  could  hud  or  trace  the  reason  ot  his 

Th°ele  are  voting  sovereigns  who  seem  superior  o“^* 
intelllgenc^who  can  actually  perceive  that  bo  h 
one  and  the  same  on  principle,  that  no  reli 

GlGCtiOH  of  GitllGr.  cnvprPiEHS 

Yet,  strange  to  say,  should  you  ask  one  of  these  sovere  g , 

.‘Why  not  vote  against  both  parties?”  the 

“Should  I vote  for  principle,  I would  throw  my 

:ruet»rviHl/— us^U 

words,  gestures  and  words,  until  you  would  “ 

impression  upon  his  plaster-of-Paris-like  brain. 

Time  only  moves  him— removes  him. 

The  real  great  danger  of  the  republic  today  is  its  voting  so 

"'''?our  railroad  monopolists,  your  bond  holders,  your  land  ^rah- 
hers  are  not  hall  so  dangerous  as  your  voting  Boyere.gns, 

It  is  they  who  are  the  source  of  their  country  s evils. 

Thero  IB  h 

““  There 'it’ll  teTd  for  any  of  this  In  a republic  where  an  In- 

“"CTlIgrthtXotle'nt^^^^^  and  the  ’’sovereigns,  mdi- 
vidualism  has  absorbed  the  lands  and  waters  of  the  peop  a.  an 
Te  fpoUated  whole  have  but  the  right  of  passing  along  the 
•o^rand  viewing  across  fences  rich  and  fertile  domains,  de- 
signed bv  the  Almighty  for  them,  but  through  , 

voted  into  personalism.  That  these  domains  be  restored  bac 

voted  into  p nnllpctivitv  that  each  may  be 

to  the  nation  to  be  used  by  the  coiiectiviiy , tuab 

r Sol'liim  'ly?H  \s1h?pra^^^^^^^  "ery  mi'er  roVhrinks 

irom  beholding  her  sons  and  daughters  the  future  land  peon 
SocTa^lismTh  political  convention  would  be  unnec- 
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tssary;  the  people,  through  the  superior  advantages  of  condi- 
tions, being  intelligent  enough  to  form  their  own  judgment  upon 
ideas  and  men,  would  And  it  unnecessary  to  look  up  to  a few 
obliging  individuals,  in  order  to  learn  who  are  the  proper  parties 
tc  vote  for,  and  what  are  the  proper  principles  to  advocate;  for 
the  voting  sovereign  WILL  vote  for  anything  and  advocate  any- 
thing the  convention  hands  to  him. 

But  the  voting  sovereign  is  awaking,  his  forehead  is  rais- 
ing, his  ears  shortening,  his  jaws  less  protruding,  his  teeth 
shrinking,  and  his  hair  descending  from  him  tn  showers;  he 
is  taking  his  front  feet  from  off  the  ground,  and  gradually  ac- 
customing himself  to  stand  erect;  the  thick  callous  of  fourteen 
hours  a day  upon  his  hands  and  upon  his  brain  is  softening  and 
lessening,  and  into  his  mind  are  penetrating  the  truths  of  So- 
cialism. Society,  decrease  thy  hours  of  Toil,  and  increase  thy 
hours  of  Thought! 
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PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

The  voting  sovereigns  seem  to  be  the  product,  or  the  em- 
bodiment of  that  grand,  old  idea,  that  when  you  are  clubbed  on 
one  side  of  the  head,  to  turn  the  other— when  you  are  shot  on 
one  side  of  your  body  to  turn  the  other  and  be  shot  on  that 
side  also.  And  that  when  the  robber  taketh  your  butter,  give 
him  your  bread  also.  And  that  when  capital  taketh  your  work 
for  a dollar  a day,  give  it  to  him  for  fifty  cents  also  in  fact, 
tc  just  watch  when  a burglar  comes  a-burgling,  and  get  an  ex- 
pressman to  obligingly  help  him  cart  away  your  effects. 

This  is  certainly  good  economy  for  the  foot-pad,  for  the 
burglar  and  for  capital.  And  when  it  is  carried  up  into  affairs 
of  state  it  works  exceeding  fine  for  capital,  and  is  just  the  thing 

whereby  labor  can  fully  exemplify  it. 

Its  full  exemplification,  is  in  the  sublime  idiocy  of  the  vot- 
ing sovereign  after  it  has  dawned  into  his  brain,  that,  lor  the 
capitalist  to  grind  his  compensation  down  to  a dollar  a day,  and 
to  make  one  hundred  dollars  a day  out  of  his  labor,  is  not  ex- 
actly right;  and  that  he  should  at  least  get  TEN  CENTS  A DAY  ^ 

MORE— and  that  he  should  “strike”  for  ten  cents  a day  more— 
and  then  when  he  strikes,  to  be  clubbed  and  shot  and  starved 
into  taking  TEN  CENTS  A DAY  LESS  than  he  received  before 
— and  all  this  perpetrated  upon  him  through  capital  having  the 
officials  and  the  power  of  the  government  to  carry  it  out- 
through  labor  voting  for  capital  at  the  ballot  box  it  is  then  I 
say  the  full  exemplification  by  the  voting  sovereigns  of  this 
sublime  idiocy  of  labor  being  clubbed  on  one  side  by  capital, 
and  kindly  turning  its  accommodating  head  to  be  clubbed  on 
the  other,  for  labor  to  calmly  flock  to  the  ballot  box  at  the  next 
election  and  vote  for  a continuance  of  capital’s  control  of  the 
government — and  vote  for  a continuance  of  a dollar  a day  for 
its  toil — and  vote  for  a continuance  of  its  clubbing  and  shooting 
by  officials  of  the  government  under  the  control  of  capital. 

I have  often  thought,  after  beholding  the  members  of  trades 
unions,  clubbed  and  shot  down  in  the  streets  by  public  officials 
under  the  political  control  of  capital— all  accomplished  through 
capital  receiving  the  votes  of  these  same  members  of  trades 
unions,  that  these  members  of  trades  unions  liked  to  be  clubbed 

and  shot  down. 

I have  asked  myself,  really,  am  I mistaken?  Is  it  pleasant 
and  healthful  to  be  clubbed,  and  a desirable  thing  to  be  shot?  Is 
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it  sensible  after  all,  to  re-elect  into  power,  the  persons  who  club 
and  shoot  you,  so  that  they  may  club  and  shoot  you  on  the 
ether  side? 

Probably  after  all  it  is  the  religious  principle  of  the  vot- 
ing sovereigns  carried  out  in  his  politics?  Probably  he  enjoys 
being  robbed,  and  clubbed  and  shot  into  a dollar  a day  through 
the  government  being  controlled  by  capital,  and  knows  what  he 
wants  and  votes  for  it— and  gets  it. 

The  power  of  capital  is  through  its  control  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  control  of  the  government  by  capital  is  through  the 
vote  of  labor  at  the  ballot  box. 

Labor  is  the  majority  at  the  ballot  box.  Labor  has  the 
votes — the  majority  of  the  votes.  And  labor  casts  its  majority 
of  votes  for  capital — and  places  capital  in  control  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

If  labor  choose  it  could  so  vote  that  the  police  would  be  ev- 
erywhere clubbing  capital,  and  ordering  it  to  move  on. 

If  labor  choose  it  could  so  vote  that  its  wages  would  be  never 
less  than  a hundred  dollars  a day. 

If  labor  so  choose  it  could  so  vote  that  its  toil  would  be 
transformed  into  exercise.  Its  tenements  would  be  changed  for 
palaces,  its  rags  for  silks  and  fine  linen,  its  starvation  for  the 
fruits  of  plenty,  and  its  compensation  into  Justice. 

If  labor  so  choose  it  could  so  vote  that  it  could  reign  in  the 
capitol  enthroned  in  the  place  of  power,  and  its  will  and  rights 
would  be  the  law  ot  the  land. 

Labor  is  moving  towards  this — towards  Socialism.  Partly 
by  education — and  well — partly,  by  being  clubbed  out  of  voting 
for  capital  and  into  voting  for  Socialism. 

Probably  it  would  be  well  to  say  hail  to  the  clubs  and  guns 
of  capital — the  physical  educators  of  labor — the  THINGS  by 
which  labor  feels  in  which  direction  to  vote  no  longer,  and  in 
which  direction  to  cast  its  all  powerful  majority. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 


THE  DARK  SECRET. 

Society  as  it  is  organized  today  is  divided  into  two  distinct 
classes— into  the  class  that  creates  the  wealth  and  the  class  that 

creates  nothing. 

The  class  that  creates  nothing  does  nothing  but  rob  the  cre- 
ative class  of  the  wealth  it  creates. 

Here  we  have  the  crystal  clear  understanding  of  society,  as. 
it  is  organized  today.  It  is  organized  simply  to  sustain  the  rob- 
ber class  in  possession  of  their  plunder  “their  property.  It 
is  organized  TO  PREVENT  THE  CREATIVE  CLASS  FROM 
RISING  and  recovering  the  wealth  they  have  been  robbed  of. 

Ostensibly,  the  police,  military  and  standing  army,  exist  to 
protect  society  against  robbery  and  pillage.  But  really,  the  po- 
lice, military  and  standing  army,  exist  only  to  prevent  any  in- 
terference with  the  robbery  and  pillage  of  society— to  prevent 
any  interference  with  the  robbery  and  pillage  of  the  creative 
class  by  the  non-creative  class — to  prevent  any  interference  with 

the  robbery  and  pillage  of  labor  by  capital. 

The  soldier’s  gun,  the  policeman’s  club,  are  not  to  protect 
the  workingman,  but  to  protect  the  robber  of  the  workingman 
as  he  robs  the  workingman  of  the  wealth  his  work  creates. 

The  reason  that  this  condition  of  affairs  exists  is,  that  the 
ways  of  the  robber  has  been  hidden  from  the  understanding  of 
labor,  and  that  every  avenue  of  information  has  been  guarded 
to  prevent  labor  from  beholding  the  plain  facts  of  the  situa- 

tion. 

So  this  world-wide  robbery  has  continued  on,  with  its 
victims  in  ignorance  of  it  all,  unknowing  its  processes,  but  ever 

feeling  and  suffering  from  its  results. 

Now  comes  Socialism  to  the  rescue  of  society  from  the  rob- 
bery and  pillage  of  the  non-creative  class— to  the  rescue  of  the 
creative  class  from  the  robbery  and  pillage  of  the  non-creative 
class— to  the  rescue  of  labor  from  the  robbery  and  pillage  of 
capital,  and  in  the  light  of  its  truth  it  reveals  to  the  worker 
the  dark  secret  of  society— the  dark  secret  of  the  vampire  ever 
drinking  in  the  blood  of  labor— with  every  force  of  society  or- 
ganized to  protect  the  vampire  and  to  keep  the  victim  uncon- 
scious of  his  destruction— to  keep  the  worker— the  laborer,  from 

Ll.nowing  that  he  is  robbed  of  his  work  of  his  Ufe  by  capital 

and  to  keep  the  worker  from  rising  and  establishing  society  upon 

an  honest  basis. 
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So  dark  has  the  dark  secret  been  kept  from  the  understand- 
ing of  the  people,  that  capital  could  not  enlist  men  to  take  up 
arms  against  labor,  could  not  enlist  men  from  the  ranks  ot 
the  working  class  to  act  as  its  soldiers  and  police-to  act  against 
humanity,  honesty,  justice,  right,  and  liberty— if  they  under- 
stood and  realized  what  they  were  doing. 

When  they  of  the  working  class,  who  enlist  in  the  ranks 

of  tne  soldiery  and  police,  know  and  understand  the  part  they 
are  taking  in  the  conflict  between  humanity  and  inhumanity, 
they  will  throw  down  their  guns  and  their  clubs  and  join  the 
strikers— and  capital  will  lose  its  misguided  and  mistaken 
allies  recruited  from  the  ranks  of  labor— and  both  soldiery  and 
police  will  be  found  on  the  side  of  the  people— on  the  side  of 

Socialism. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

HIGH  TREASON. 

This  is  a republic.  In  a republic  the  will  of  the  people  is 
the  spirit  of  the  law,  paramount  and  overruling  all  written  law. 

For  every  law  of  the  republic  is  subservient  to  the  source  of  all 

its  law,  subservient  to  the  will  of  the  people. 

The  will  of  the  people  is  the  will  of  labor;  because  the  will 

of  labor  is  the  will  of  the  masses— the  will  of  the  great  ma- 
jority. And  the  republic  was  founded  to  establish  the  will  of 
the  masses,  the  will  of  the  majority,  the  will  of  labor,  as  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land. 

Whenever  and  wherever  there  is  law  written  on  paper 
against  the  interest  of  labor,  and  plainly  evidenced  by  the  clash 
of  the  hosts  of  labor  against  it,  such  law  is  against  the  spirit  of 
the  law  of  the  republic,  and  is  therefore  nul  and  void. 

The  duty  of  the  members  of  tbe  army  and  police  in  a repub- 
lic, is  against  any  law  that  arrays  their  services  against  the  will 
of  the  people — against  the  will  of  the  masses,  against  the  will  of 

labor. 

Tbe  intention  of  the  law,  IS  the  law.  The  violation  of  the  t 

intention  of  the  law.  IS  the  violation  of  the  law;  and  as  the  in- 
tention of  the  establishment  of  the  republic  was  to  carry  out  the 
will  of  the  masses — the  will  of  the  majority — the  will  of  labor,  so 
then,  is  the  violation  of  the  will  of  labor  the  violation  of  the  in- 
tention—the  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  supreme  law  of  the 
republic,  and  is  therefore  high  treason  against  the  republic. 

And  whenever  an  official  of  a republic  performs  his  duty 
not  to  labor,  but  to  capital — but  to  individuals  in  conspiracy 
against  labor— such  official  violates  his  oath  of  office,  and  is 
guilty  of  high  treason  against  the  people,  and  therefore  of  high 
treason  against  the  republic. 

Whatever  happens,  the  rights  of  labor  are  sacred  above  all. 

The  cause  of  labor  is  the  cause  of  the  republic,  and  the  highest 
duty  of  every  citizen,  private  or  public,  is  his  or  her  duty,  to 

labor. 

Whoever  is  against  that  duty,  is  a traitor  to  that  duty;  and 
a traitor  to  the  republic. 

For  the  republic  is  the  government  of  the  people— of  the 
masses.  AND  THE  MASSES,  ARE  THE  HOSTS  OF  LABOR;,  r 

and  it  is  to  the  hosts  of  labor,  unto  which  each  and  every  citizen 
holds  allegiance,  and  the  violation  of  which  allegiance  is  treason 

to  the  republic. 
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Whenever  labor  strikes  to  better  its  condition,  its  act  is  in 
consonance  with  the  supreme  law  of  the  republic  and  therefore 
^ in  legal  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  law  of 

the  republic. 

And  whenever  during  such  a strike  a poiiceman  clubs  or  a 
soldier  shoots  a workingman,  such  clubbing  and  such  shooting 
is  in  violation  of  the  high  law  of  the  republic— and  is  therefore 

high  treason  against  the  republic. 

It  is  high  time  that  the  petty  officials  of  the  republic  ceased 
committing  their  high  treason  against  the  republic— in  bebalf 

of  tbe  enemies  of  the  republic. 

Labor!  Rise,  and  establish  the  law  and  order  of  the  repub- 
lic—Rise!  and  establish  the  peace  of  society— Rise!  and  estab- 
lish the  supremacy  of  the  will  of  the  masses  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority — the  will  of  labor. 

In  a monarchy  it  is  to  the  monarch  that  the  officials  swears 
his  allegiance— it  is  to  the  monarch  that  ^he  official  pledges  his 
•duty.  But  in  a republic  it  is  to  the  people  that  the  official 
pledges  himself— it  is  to  the  people  that  the  oath  of  duty  is 

given. 

In  a republic  the  will  of  the  masses— the  will  of  labor,  is 
therefore  the  ONLY  TEST  to  determine  whether  a law  is  valid 
4 or  not.  And  each  member  of  the  army  or  police,  has  only  the 

will  of  the  people — the  will  of  labor— to  look  to,  in  order  that  he 
may  intelligently  perform  his  duty. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 


STRIKES. 

As  the  lightning  of  the  truths  of  Socialism  strikes  the  minds 
of  the  men  who  labor,  there  will  be  strikes  and  more  strikes 
against  capital.  Capital  with  all  the  wealth  and  power  it  has 
stolen  from  labor  will  resist  and  resist  to  the  bitter  end  and 
against  these  strikes  will  be  arrayed  every  institution  that  now 
darkens  civilization-and  every  one  whose  heart  beats  for  the 
strong  against  the  weak,  for  the  rich  against  the  poor. 

With  the  enlightenment  of  the  mind  of  labor  by  Socialism 
the  strikes  will  continue  to  increase  no  matter  what  reverses 
overtake  them;  for  the  cause  of  labor,  when  once  awakened,  will 
never  know  defeat— will  only  battle  towards  its  final  victory. 

With  each  of  these  strikes,  labor  will  organize  the  firmer 
and  wider  until  the  solidarity  of  its  hosts  is  reached;  and  with 
each  of  these  strikes  capital  will  steadily  and  surely  put  forth 
its  strength  to  annihilate  the  solidarity  and  unionizing  of  lab  -r. 
For  it  is  the  final  unity  of  labor  that  capital  fears  and  that  cap- 
ital KNOWS  will  usher  in  the  Social  Revolution. 

The  giant  of  labor  lies  sleeping.  Each  strike  portends  the 
moving  of  his  limbs.  Bye  and  bye  he  will  be  all  strikes— evm-\- 
where-he  will  be  awakened-and  then  you  will  behold  mm 
erect— fully  awake  and  ready  to  rationally  debate  upon  indus- 
The times  are  full  of  alarms.  You  can  almost  heai  the 
trumpets  blast  and  behold  the  serried  columns  of  labor  upon  ihe 
march-upon  the  march  for  the  first  time  in  the  world’s  history 

for  a real  cause — the  cause  of  labor. 

Each  strike  is  a forerunner  of  this,  adding  ever  adding  to 
this  grand  finalle,  when,  in  that  glorious  day,  labor  shall  declare 

its  independence  from  capital. 

Strikes  are  the  skirmishes  of  the  coming  meeting  between 

labor  and  capital.  Capital  has  always  been  organized,  but  labor 
never  until  now.  Strikes  are  the  detached  companies  of  labor, 
drilling-drilling  its  isolated  fragments  into  unity-they  are 
the  gusts  of  wind  here  and  there  before  the  storm  the  harbin- 

gers  of  what  is  to  come.  _ 

Strikes  can  no  more  put  down  and  out  than  the  soiric  o 

unity  can  be  put  down  and  out  of  the  heart  of  humanity.  I hey 
have  come  to  stay  and  to  increase  until  their  work  is  done. 

They  are  the  little  sparks  of  the  coming  social  conflagration. 
They  will  culminate  in  larger  and  larger  expanding  circles,  unti 
the  whole  field  of  labor  is  ablaze— ablaze  for  Socialism. 
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For  in  the  strike,  the  striker’s  mind  is  receptive  to  the 
truths  of  Socialism.  He  has  been  brought  by  the  strike  into 
physical  conflict  against  capital,  and  the  mental  understanding 
of  the  principles  involved  in  his  strike  easily  follov^s. 

In  the  strike  is  the  hot-bed  of  Socialistic  propaganda.  In 
the  strike  is  the  striker,  he,  who  has  felt  the  cruel  outrages  of 

capital. 

A great  deal  is  said  about  the  wrong  processes  of  strikes. 
About  the  strikers  doing  this  and  that  which  they  should  not 
do — that  “strikers  should  keep  within  the  bounds  of  civility, 
kindliness,  law  and  order.”  This  is  all  fine  sentiment,  we  agree, 
and  one  could  argue  about  the  sentiment  of  it  forever,  and  not 
in  the  least  alter  the  character  of  the  strike  or  strikers. 

For  the  niceties  of  sentiment,  behavior,  civility  and  the  ways 
of  law  and  order  itself,  are  left  behind  in  the  moment  of  a strike 
■ —and  if  either  side  recognizes  them  in  any  degree,  during  the 

strike,  it  is  because  they  are  compelled  to. 

If  you  wish  to  criticise  strikes  and  strikers,  criticise  the  ways 
of  nature  in  her  wrath — for  strikes  and  strikers  are  human  na- 
ture in  its  wrath — at  war  with  outrage,  robbery  and  unspeakable 
injustice.  For  in  the  time  of  war,  in  the  presence  of  the  strike, 
there  is  no  time  for  fault  finding,  no  time  for  criticism  of  the 
right,  no  time  for  criticism  against  the  righteous  wrath  of  out- 

laged  labor. 

For  a strike  is  a war.  No  matter  how  peaceful  may  seem  its 
object  and  processes  at  first.  Within  its  struggle  is  involved  a 
principle  that  knows  no  end  but  the  final  extinction  of  the  power 

and  rule  of  capital. 

A strike  is  a war.  And  "ivhen  we  behold  a strike,  we  behold 
a war — a war,  that  knows  no  end,  until  FORCIBLY  settled  this 
end,  this  settlement,  may  be  delayed,  but  to  that  must  it  come 

at  last. 

For  injustice  never  yields  before  the  bar  o*  reason  it  but 
succumbs  to  force — to  physical  force — and  capital  will  never 
yield  to  justice  until  labor  physically  forces  it.  Reason,  but 
awakens  labor  to  its  rights— there,  her  task  ends— there  LABOR 
takes  up  the  task— there,  labor  physically  establishes  it— PHYS- 
ICALLY establishes  the  social  republic. 

In  the  strike,  the  striker  is  battling  for  the  means  of  life— 
FOR  HIS  LIFE.  In  the  strike,  what  is  the  capitalist  battling  for? 
he  is  not  battling  for  the  means  of  life— he  has  THAT  a thou- 
sand times  over— HE  possesses  millions,  and  in  some  cases  bill- 
ions. Then,  what  is  HE  battling  for?— he  is  battling  to  take 
still  further  the  means  of  life  from  the  striker  and  thus  in  act 
and  in  principle  to  take  the  life  of  the  striker. 
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Thus  the  striker  is  striking  for  his  life,  and  the  capitalist  for 
plunder— and  the  conflict  is  between  the  robbed  and  the  robber— 
or  as  is  more  politely  termed  and  made  more  meaningless— be- 
tween labor  and  capital. 

With  every  power  united  against  labor  as  it  strikes  for  its 
life;-  and  with  nothing  left  to  labor  but  its  principles  and  its  des- 
peration-surrounded by  foes  who  thirst  for  its  blood,  and  trait- 
ors ready  to  help  overthrow  it  for  the  pitiful  bribes  of  capital 
how  supercilious,  how  cruel  and  untimely  comes  the  criticism 

of  the  ways  of  the  strikers. 

Rather  lay  down  a set  of  rules  for  the  lightnings  as  they 
flash  and  the  thunders  as  they  roll— rather  set  a code  for  the  ex- 
pression of  the  cyclone  and  the  tidal  wave,  and  a legal  and  ortho- 
dox way  for  the  earthquake’s  upheaval— for  the  strike  of  labor 
is  the  human  expression  of  all  this  force  long  pent  up,  long 
suft’ering.  but  expressing  itself  at  last. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

LABOR  MILITANT. 

As  labor  unions  strike  for  better  compensation  and  less- 
hours,  they  strike  for  the  embodiment  of  the  principles  of  So- 
cialism. 

Every  movement  of  labor  unions  is  towards  Socialism, 
whether  it  intends  it  or  not.  In  fact,  labor  unions  are  the  un- 
awakened  body  of  Socialism. 

Each  strike,  is  an  educator  of  labor  unions  into  Socialism. 
Each  strike,  teaches  the  members  of  labor  unions  the  irrepressi- 
ble conflict  between  labor  and  capital— between  indiviuualism  and 
Socialism.  And  each  strike  unfolds  the  mental  understanding 

and  the  physical  strength  of  labor. 

Steadily  each  strike  perfects  the  organization  of  labor  even 

as  it  perfects  its  understanding  of  Socialism.  And  it  is  this  or- 
ganization of  labor  through  the  strike  of  labor  unions  upon  which 
the  triumph  of  Socialism  physically  depends. 

For  capital  is  not  going  to  allow  labor  its  rights  peacefully, 
if  capital  can  help  it  physically-and  if  the  physical  power  of 
Socialism  unorganized  and  acting  as  a mob  attempts  to  assert 
its  rights  it  will  ever  find  the  same  drilled  and  well  organized 
guard  of  capital,  driving  its  hosts  before  them,  as  chaff  before  the 

wind. 

Even  if  Socialism  were  to  win  at  the  ballot  box,  it  woul 

then  be  counted  out  by  capitalism. 

To  effectually  prevent  this,  labor  unions  should  organize,  as 

capital  organizes— military— and  no  longer  exist  as  a mob— but 

as  a well  disciplined  military  body. 

In  the  reign  of  injustice  there  is  no  respect  tor  anything  that 
is  weak  and  powerless  to  protect  itself.  In  the  numbers  of  labor 
there  is  a power,  but  it  is  UNORGANIZED  POWER,  and  can  not 

protect  itself,  much  less  gain  its  rights. 

A few  millionaires,  with  a few  well  drilled  paidlings,  may 
overcome  and  slaughter  a host  of  workingmen  who  have  dared 

to  ask  for  ten  cents  a day  more. 

The  reason  is  plain;  the  military  organization  of  the  few  who 
rob  and  the  non-military  organization  of  the  many  who  are 

robbed. 

For  defense  there  is  but  one  system  of  organization,  military 
organization.  In  military  organization  superior  numbers  gives 
superior  power,  and  in  military  organization  lies  the  key  to  un- 
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lock  into  existence  the  superior  power  of  labor  through  the  mili- 
tary organization  of  the  superior  numbers  of  labor. 

Witliout  military  organization  the  hosts  of  labor  may  meet 
and  resolve  in  vain.  For  resolutions  on  paper  without  the  power 

lo  enforce  them  amount  to  nil. 

To  enforce  them  through  the  ballot  box  may  sound  all  right 
and  seems  a clear  and  simple  means  whereby  labor  may  enforce 

its  power  peacefully  and  effectually.  But 

Yes?  there  is  a “but”  in  the  way  of  all  this  seemingly  clear 

way  of  labor  out  of  its  wrongs— there  is  a “but”to  this  way  of 
the  ballot. 

Not  that  it  is  not  a sacred  duty  of  each  and  every  member  of 
labor  to  vote  for  Socialism— not,  that  it  is  not  the  ballot  by  which 
labor  is  to  right  its  wrongs— but  to  place  behind  the  ballot  of 
labor  the  power  of  labor,  organized  to  enforce  the  recognition  of 
its  ballot,  and  the  acknowledgement  of  its  majority  when  cast. 

To  this  end.  Socialism  will  have  to  look  to  the  labor  unions. 
Within  the  labor  unions  is  the  mighty  material  for  the  Army  of 
Labor— ready  to  meet  organized  wrong  with  organized  right— 

and  arbitrate  the  question. 

With  trades  unions  strongly  organized  as  soldiers  of  the 
Legion  of  Labor,  peace  and  justice  would  be  the  result.  For 
capital  will  only  commit  its  outrage  upon  labor  while  labor  is 
unable  to  protect  itself  through  existing  as  a mob— without  mil- 

itary  order. 

For  labor  to  expect  its  rights  without  military  organization 
is  folly— as  well  expect  rights  from  the  robber  upon  the  high- 
way—or  from  the  wild  denizen  of  the  forest.  Force,  alone,  is 
recognized  by  capital,  and  through  labor,  would  of  its  nature 
never  resort  to  force,  except  for  self-protection— for  self-protec- 
tion it  must  organize,  to  be  able  to  express  its  force,  if  needs  be, 
or  labor  shall  never  be  accorded  its  rights. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  ballot,  and  how  it  declares  the 
freemans  will,  and  all  that.  It  were  well  if  this  dream  were  true. 
But  alas  there  is  no  truth  in  it.  The  ballot  works  all  right,  when 
it  determines  the  will  of  capital— and  executes  it  quickly  when 
capital  has  won.  But  when  labor  wins,  the  whole  system  works 
out  of  order,  and  majorities  turn  into  minorities— and  labor  loses. 

If  labor  protested  at  this,  and  should  rise  to  protest  and  to 
demand  possession  of  the  positions  of  power  it  had  fairly  won  at 
the  ballot — its  rising  would  be  the  rising  of  a mob.  And  law  and 
order*'  and  the  “peace”  of  society  would  demand  its  putting  down 
—its  clubing  down— its  shooting  down. 

And  there,  is  your  ballot  box,  and  the  rights  of  labor  won  at 
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the  ballot  box,  and  labor  striking  at  the  ballot  box,  and  all  that^ 
WITHOUT  MILITARY  ORGANIZATION. 

We  have  heard  that  labor  should  not  strike  through  its  own 
organizations  of  labor  unions,  but  strike  at  the  ballot  box.  That 
at  the  ballot  box  labor  can  peacefully  win  its  rights.  Can  it? — 
Well  not,  if  capital  knows  itself. 

The  law  of  capital  is  the  law  of  robbery,  the  law  that  might 
makes  right— and  capital  knows  no  other  law — and  capital  will 
never  allow  the  rights  of  labor  to  prevail  through  the  peaceful 
ballot.  Labor  will  have  to  assert  its  rights  through  force. 

I.abor  hath  no  other  resource,  no  other  way  to  justice,  than 
by  the  way  of  military  organization. 

But,  some  one  says,  are  not  the  present  military  organiza- 
tions and  police,  organizations  of  labor  as  well  as  for  capital? 

Never  was  there  a “No,”  big  enough  to  express  a reply  in  the 
negative.  In  the  present  organizations  of  society,  labor  has  no 
representation  anywhere.  The  police  are  in  no  way  the  guard  or 
defender  of  the  rights  of  labor.  The  military  are  in  no  way  the 
guardians  or  the  defenders  of  labor.  Labor  is  everywhere  de- 
fenseless and  unprotected.  And  never  until  the  coming  of  So- 
cialism hath  the  cause  of  labor  had  even  an  issue  or  a public 
party  asserting  its  rights. 

Where,  do  the  police,  rush  to  help  or  to  save  the  poor  w^ho 
labor  from  starvation  and  death  when  their  compensation  is  cut 
down  by  capital  to  famine  rates?  Where  are  the  soldiers,  who 
charge  to  the  defense  of  labor  when  it  is  cast  out  upon  the  roads 
to  tramp  and  starve?  True,  there  are  firemen  who  rush  to  ex- 
tinguish the  house  of  the  laborer — but  alas,  it  is  not  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laborer  they  rush,  but  for  the  protection  of  “prop- 
erty”— for  the  protection  of  capital — capital  owns  the  house. 

No?  labor  hath  no  friend  in  this  present  capitalistic  system, 
and  never  wdll  have  an  organization  to  defend  or  protect  it,  until 
it  organizes  to  protect  itself  and  w^e  at  last  behold  the  Army  of 
Labor  Militant.  g 

We  have  heard  about  la\TO  to  protect  the  ballot — to  protect 
the  freemans  will.  But  we  have  not  found  where  these  law's  ever 
came  into  the  case.  The  plain  truth  is,  that  there  is  law  and  pro- 
tection for  everything  but  labor.  And  that  there  is  no  law  in  the 
land,  and  no  ballot  in  the  land  for  labor. 

But  there  can  be  made  laws  for  labor — and  the  ballot  may  be 
made  to  honestly  proclaim  the  peaceful  victory  of  labor — but  not 
until  labor  is  organized. 

In  that  day,  when  labor  is  physically  able  to  enforce  its  will, 
the  ballot  will  then  declare  its  will — but  not  before  and  not  until 
then. 
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Labor  has  the  numbers,  it  has  but  to  organize. 

Therefore  let  each  labor  union  organize  itself  In  to  a military 
company,  adopt  its  uniform  and  drill  until  its  members  are  ready  y 

to  act  unitedly. 

The  members  of  the  labor  unions  will  find  no  end  to  the  ben- 
efits they  will  evolve  by  their  military  training,  and  in  many 
ways  add  to  their  pleasure  and  profit  to  say  nothing  of  the  re- 
spect they  will  gain  through  their  unity  as  a military  body. 

Each  trade  should  drill  until  labor  instinctively  acts  and 
votes  as  one. 

All  that  labor  needs  is  unity— military  unity— and  its  peace  is 
won.  There  is  no  power  on  earth  that  would  dare  face  the  hostt 
of  labor  when  arrayed  in  military  order. 

Labor  would  not  then  be  asking  or  pleading  for  anything  of 
any  one,  but  determining  and  enforcing  justice  for  itself. 

The  military  organization  of  labor  through  the  military  or- 
ganization of  labor  unions  would  then  be  military  organization 
for  peace  and  against  war. 

Labor  once  organized  thus,  there  will  come  a peace  over  so- 
ciety such  as  society  has  never  known.  For  wrong  only  ceases 
its  outrage  upon  right  in  the  presence  of  the  might  of  right. 

Still  again,  the  beauty  of  military  organization  belongs 
rightfully  to  the  cause  of  peace.  Peace  is  all  of  order  and  the 
perfection  of  concentrated  action — and  only  in  the  military  is 
presented  this  union  of  individuals,  physically  as  well  as  ment- 
ally. In  fact  to  Socialism  belongs  military  organization.  To 
peace  more  than  to  war  belongs  military  organization.  War  is 
disorder;  and  to  disorder,  belongs  not  rightfully,  or  by  nature, 
order.  Especially  perfect  order— MILITARY  ORDER.  And 
the  future  armies  of  the  world  will  be  the  armies  of  peace,  the 
armies  of  order — Socialism. 

Hail  the  Army  of  Labor! 

Hail  the  Social  Revolution! 

Let  it  come  quickly!  ^ 

Let  it  come  now! 
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THE  BATTLE  FOR  THE  TOOLS. 

Capitalism  is  the  robbery  of  labor. 

In  the  long  ago  capitalism  operated  crudely  and  robbed  labor 
in  the  ancient  way,  when  there  was  no  need  of  concealment  and 
its  processes  were  considered  noble. 

Then,  it  gaily  sallied  forth  from  its  castle  with  Its  olden  time 
police,  and  seized  upon  whoever  came  its  way;  and  forthwith 
proceeded  to  load  them  with  chains  and  set  them  to  work  as  its 
slaves. 

In  this  crude  process,  there  could  be  no  dispute  as  to  whom 
belonged  the  product  of  the  laborer.  As  the  laborer  belonged  to 
capitalism  so  the  product  of  the  laborer  belonged  to  capitalism — 
and  there  could  be  no  dispute. 

This  ancient  way  of  capitalism,  quaintly  decided  all  such 
questions  as  to  whom  belonged  the  product  of  labor.  And  it 
is  needless  to  state,  that  then,  as  now,  labor  was  not  in  it — that 
capital  took  it  all — and  took  it  all,  logically. 

But  labor  seemed  not  content  with  being  robbed  logically, 
and  proceeded  to  do  away  with  the  logic  of  it,  by  doing  away 
with  the  slavery  of  it. 

Then  was  chattelism  overthrown,  and  “progress,”  “liberty” 
and  other  high  sounding  words  proclaimed.  And  the  laborer 
forthwith  proceeded  to  own  himself. 

Then,  capitalism  had  to  change  its  process  to  suit  the  situa- 
tion. It  could  no  longer  own  the  laborer.  It  could  no  longer 
sally  forth  upon  its  man-capturing  picnics,  and  must  now  adopt 
another  method,  to  gain  the  same  end — the  possession  of  the 
wealth  produced  by  labor. 

Its  former  slaves  were  free,  and  now  belonged  to  themselves. 
Their  product,  therefore,  now  belonged  to  themselves,  and  must 
be  taken  from  them  by  another  process;  or  there  would  be 
an  end  of  capitalism,  and  labor  would  retain  the  wealth  created 
by  its  toil. 

Capitalism  therefore  adopted  a new  method,  whereby  though 
the  laborer  belonged  to  himself,  the  product  of  his  toil  would 
STILL  belong  to  capitalism — logically,  mind  you — logically! — 
for  capitalism  always  operates  LOGICALLY. 

-f  Although  the  laborer  had  risen,  and  had  at  last  freed  his 

person  from  the  proprietorship  of  capitalism;  still  he  had  not  as 
yet  risen  to  the  step  of  freeing  the  land  and  the  natural  necessi- 
ties of  his  life  from  the  proprietorship  of  capitalism.  And  capi- 
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talism,  now  turned  its  attention  to  capture  the  land  and  the  nat- 
ural necessities  of  the  life  of  the  worker. 

And  the  worker  said,  “Ha,  Ha,  I have  achieved  my  freedom. 

I am  a slave  no  longer.  I belong  to  myself,  and  whatever  my 
labor  produces  belongs  to  me.  Ho,  Ho!  but  it  is  glorious  to  be 
free.” 

And  now  the  laborer  no  longer  labored  with  the  chain  of 
capitalism  around  his  neck.  In  fact  so  far  as  one  could  see,  the 
laborer  labored  without  any  chains— and  so  far  as  one  could  see, 
the  laborer  was  free. 

Yes,  now  the  laborer  was  physically  free,  but  alas,  not  men- 
tally or  morally.  For  if  he  had  been  mentally  and  morally  free, 
with  his  physical  freedom,  there  would  have  been  an  end  to 
his  slavery;  and  with  his  physical  freedom  would  have  come 
the  end  of  capitalism. 

But  capitalism  had  changed  its  mode  of  the  robbery  of  labor, 
from  the  physical  plane  to  the  mental  plane,  ana  now  robbed 
labor  no  longer  by  the  force  of  arms,  but  by  strategem  and  the 
scene  was  changed  to  the  scene  of  the  landlord  and  tenant. 

Had  labor  been  mentally  and  morally  free  when  it  attained 
its  physical  freedom,  it  would  have  perceived  the  mental  and 
moral  injustice  of  the  principle  of  private  proprietorship  of  the 
land,  and  with  the  end  of  capitalism  ownership  of  the  laborer 
there  would  also  have  come  the  end  of  capitalism’s  ownership 
of  the  land,  and  capitalism’s  reign  would  then  have  ended  upon 
the  mental  and  moral  as  well  as  upon  the  physical  plane.  And 
there  would  have  been  no  such  thing  as  land  monopoly  and  no 
such  thing  as  rent.  But  alas,  labor  had  but  attained  its  PHYS- 
ICAL FREEDOM. 

Alas,  as  yet,  labor  had  only  taken  the  physical  chains  from  its 
neck— the  mental  chains  still  remained  about  its  mind— and  the 
moral  about  its  heart,  and  the  devil  of  capitalism  had  yet  to  be 

overthrown. 

So  capitalism  still  retained  the  ‘‘right’’  to  own  the  land— for 
the  wrong  was  still  held  as  right  in  the  minds  and  heart  of  labor. 
And  labor  was  no  longer  held  in  the  robbery  of  capitalism 
by  the  chains  about  its  neck,  and  by  the  chains  about  its  mind 

and  its  heart— and  capitalism  still  reigned. 

Now  the  laborer  was  free — free  to  labor  for  capitalism.  For 
now  capitalism  had  turned  its  proprietorship  to  the  land  and 
charged  the  laborers  rent — rent  for  living  on  its  land  rent  for 
laboring  on  its  land.  And  “rent”  meant  ALL  that  the  laborer 

produced  by  his  labor  on  the  land. 

Yes,  “all!”  For  whatever  the  laborer  took  for  his  support 
out  of  the  product  of  his  labor,  to  that  extent,  he  went  into  in- 
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debtedness  to  capitalism  for  the  privilege  of  laboring  on  the  land 
— on  the  land  belonging  to  capitalism. 

Then  strange  to  relate,  the  laborer,  though  belonging  to  him- 
self. still  found  the  product  of  his  labor  belonging  to  capitalism, 
and  himself,  though  free,  a slave. 

Then,  labor  discontented  with  its  condition  of  agricultural 
serfdom  sought  its  way  out  and  up  by  the  elevation  of  its  efforts 
to  the  creation  of  articles  otherwise  than  the  products  of  the 
soil. 

Then  began  labors  entree  into  manufacture,  and  then  began 
capitalism’s  control  of  the  means  or  tools  whereby  labor  manu- 
factured. 

And  even  as  capitalism  controlled  the  means  of  agricultural 
production,  by  controlling  the  land  and  the  plough  and  all  that 
was  necessary  to  the  tillage  of  the- soil,  so  now  capitalism  pro- 
ceeded to  control  the  mechanical  productions  of  labor,  by  con- 
trolling the  tools  necessary  to  mechanical  production. 

And  now,  immense  manufactories  possessing  every  means 
of  mechanical  production  with  enginery  of  vast  proportions  and 
power  enclosed  in  acres  and  acres  of  capitalisms  ground  all  be- 
long to  and  are  the  exclusive  property  of  capitalism;  and  when- 
ever labor  seeks  to  produce  the  necessities  of  society,  it  must 
labor  for  capitalism. 

For  capitalism  owns  the  tools  of  labor — its  "plants,”  as  it 
calls  its  possession  of  the  tools.  And  labor  to  use  the  tools  must 
work  for  capitalism.  And  the  product  of  labor,  even  as  in  the 
days  of  its  slavery,  now  belongs  to  capitalism. 

And  the  chain,  though  unseen,  is  still  around  the  neck  of 
the  laborer  as  he  labors,  and  he  is  still  a slave — still  the  slave 
to  capitalism. 

For  as  capitalism  after  having  been  forced  to  surrender  its 
“rights”  to  own  the  laborer  still  retained  its  “right”  to  own  the 
land  of  the  laborer — so  now  capitalism  still  retains  its  “right”  to 
own  the  tools  of  labor — and  as  capitalism  robbed  labor  through 
owning  the  land,  so  now  capitalism  robs  labor  through  owning 
the  tools— through  owning  the  “plants”— through  owning  the 
vast  manufactories  of  labor. 

For  the  right  of  capitalism  to  own  the  tools  exists  in  the 
mind  and  heart  of  labor — even  as  the  right  of  capitalism  to  own 
the  land  exists  in  the  mind  and  heart  of  labor,  and  the  unseen 
chains  of  capitalism  still  shackles  labor.  For  capitalism  reigns 
OVER  labor,  while  capitalism  reigns  WITHIN  the  heart  of  each 
one  who  labors. 

Here  and  there  a laborer  seeks  to  gain  his  freedom — seeks 
to  gain  his  freedom  through  the  system  of  capitalism;  and  gains 
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hi«  little  possession  of  the  tools  and  his  little  possession  of  the 
lands— and  he  tills  and  he  manufactures,  THINKING  that  be- 
cause HE  has  the  tools  and  the  land,  that  the  product  of  HIS  la- 
bor cannot  he  taken  by  capitalism  from  HIM,  and  that  HE  BY 

CAPITALISM,  can  regain  HIS  freedom. 

But  the  citadels  of  capitalism  are  of  the  strength  of  ages,  and 
not  to  he  easily  invaded  and  their  plunder  to  be  partaken  of  by 
the  puny  slave— by  the  little  would  be  capitalist  who  seeks  to 
vie  with  the  giants  of  the  wrong.  And  he  soon  finds  himself 
shorn  of  his  “capital”  and  back  again  in  the  ranks  of  labor. 

And  the  slave  here  and  there  in  possession  of  the  land,  and 
the  slave  here  and  there  in  possession  of  the  tools,  soon  discov- 
ers to  his  dismay  that  he  cannot  compete  against  capitalisms 
wholesale  ownership  of  the  land  and  the  tools,  and  one  by  one 
he  goes  to  the  wall  in  his  attempt  at  freedom  and  is  swept  into 
the  vortex  of  the  vast  maelstrom  of  capitalism’s  enslavement  of 

labor. 

For  capitalism  has  reached  the  zenith  of  its  power  over  labor, 
and  therefore  reached  the  zenith  of  its  power  over  the  world, 
and  nothing  can  overthrow  its  rule  but  the  hosts  of  labor  en- 
lightened  and  united. 

Already  the  social  struggle  is  on,  and  the  initial  happenings 
of  the  revolution  exist  around  us.  When  it  comes  In  its  fullness  I 

and  the  armed  hosts  of  labor  and  capital  meet,  then  there  will 
be  the  great  battle  for  the  ownership  of  the  tools. 

If  capitalism  wins,  then  labor  will  again  cease  to  own  itself; 
if  labor  wins  then  labor  will  not  only  own  itself  but  own  the 
tools— and  the  battle  for  the  tools  will  have  been  won. 

In  the  making  and  manufacturing  of  his  needs,  man  ever 
finds  himself  confronted  with  the  necessity  of  tbe  possession  of 
the  tools  wherewith  to  work,  without  which  his  labor  and  his 
skill  are  naught— without  the  tools  he  can  accomplish  nothing. 

Everywhere  in  man’s  endeavor  are  the  tools  to  accomplish 
his  endeavor— and  if  not  then  he  proceeds  immediately  to  make 
them.  For  first  in  man’s  creation  is  his  thought  and  next  are  the 

tools  wherewith  to  apply  his  labor. 

Hence  in  every  department  of  human  operation  we  find  the 
tools  specially  designed  to  accomplish  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment-to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  the  department  exists. 

From  the  agricultural  department  of  society’s  operations  up 
to  the  governmental  department  of  societys  operation;  we  find  >~ 

in  each,  its  departmental  tools. 

In  the  agricultural  department  of  society  we  find  the  plough 
and  in  the  mechanical  department  of  society  we  find  the  steam 
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engine— so  in  the  governmental  department  of  society  we  find, 
“Money.” 

As  the  plough  belongs  to  the  purpose  of  the  agricultural 
^ department  of  society,  and  the  steam  engine  belongs  to  the  pur- 

pose of  the  mechanical  department  of  society— so  “Money”  be- 
longs to  the  purpose  of  the  governmental  department  of  socciety. 

The  purpose  of  the  governmental  department  of  society  is 
the  operation  of  society,  and  money  is  the  tool  of  the  government 

for  the  purpose  of  its  operation  of  society. 

Through  the  plough,  labor  produces  the  agricultural  necessi- 
ties of  society;  through  the  steam  engine,  labor  produces  the 
manufactural  necessities  of  society;  and  through  money  labor  ex- 
changes with  labor  the  necessities  it  produces  both  in  agricul- 
ture and  in  manufacture. 

And  still  further,  on  and-  on  throughout  society— through 
money,  labor  everywhere  exchanges  with  labor  all  that  it  pro- 
duces in  each  and  every,  branch  of  its  efforts.  For  money  is  the 
tool  of  the  interchange  of  the  products  of  all  of  these  among  the 
members  of  society— and  therefore  is  the  governmental  tool  with 
which  is  enacted  and  operated  the  trade  of  society.  And  thus 
“Money”  is  the  tool  of  exchange — the  tool  of  trade. 

As  the  plough  is  the  tool  of  agriculture  and  the  steam  en- 
^ gine  is  the  tool  of  manufacture;  so,  is  the  money  of  the  govern- 

ment the  tool  of  trade,  the  tool  of  exchange,  the  tool  of  associa- 
tion; and  the  tool  of  all  that  associates  the  parts  of  society  to 
each  other;  and  of  all  that  associates  the  parts  of  society  to 
itself  as  a whole— and  still  again,  of  all,  by  which  society  itself 

enters  into  association  with  its  parts. 

Thus  money  is  the  tool  by  which  the  government  operates 

society. 

And  when  capitalism  controls  money,  it  controls  the  opera- 
tions of  society;  for  it  controls  the  tools  of  society’s  operation. 

For  money  is  the  governmental  tool  of  the  operation  of  so- 
ciety’s agriculture,  and  money  is  the  governmental  tool  of  the 
operation  of  society’s  manufacture,  and  money  is  the  tool  of  gov- 
ernmental operation  of  society’s  trade. 

When  capitalism  controls  money,  capitalism  controls  the 

governmental  tool  that  operates  every  department  of  society,  and 
without  which  tool,  no  department  of  society  can  work. 

For  money,  is  the  central  tool  of  government,  controlling  all 
the  circumferential  tools  of  labor — the  tool  of  the  distribution 
of  wealth  that  controls  the  tools  of  the  production  of  wealth. 

Through  the  control  of  money,  capitalism  can  set  every  wheel 
in  society  rotating,  or  instantly  at  its  will  bid  them  to  cease. 
With  this  tool  of  social  operation  capitalism  can  make  good 
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times  or  bad  times — can  create  a demand  for  labor  or  put  an  end 
to  the  demand  for  labor.  With  this  tool  of  trade,  capital  can 
raise  or  lower  the  valuation  of  labor— can  raise  or  lower  wages 
at  its  will.  With  this  tool  of  exchange  capitalism  can  raise  or 
lower  the  price  of  every  product  of  labor,  can  sleze  upon  and 
corner,  and  either  lower  its  valuation  to  nil.  or  raise  its  price  to 
an  enormous  figure.  With  this  governmental  tool,  capitalism 
can  either  employ  and  make  labor  prosperous,  or  not  employ  and 
make  tramps  of  millions.  With  this  tool  controlling  transpor- 
tation, capitalism  can  move  labor  from  one  section  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  other  in  such  numbers,  as  to  overstock  the  slave 
market  at  any  point,  and  break  down  anj’^  strike. 

Like  the  electric  button  of  electricity,  capitalism  has  but  to 
touch  its  bank  account,  but  to  touch  the  tool  of  social  operation 
—“money”— and  LABOR  is  illuminated  or  in  darkness,  at  its 

will. 

The  necessity  of  the  hour— the  necessity  of  reform— the  sal- 
vation of  society  depends  upon  the  enlightenment  of  labor  to 
the  understanding  of  this  tool  of  social  operation,  and  to  the 
transfer  of  its  control  from  the  possession  of  capitalism  to  the 
Ijossession  of  society — of  labor.  For  the  control  of  this  tool  is 
the  control  of  all  the  tools,  of  all  the  ways  and  means  of  society. 

As  capitalism  is  in  complete  possession  now,  through  its  ^ 

possession  of  finance,  so  labor  will  enter  into  the  complete  pos- 
session and  control  of  society,  when  labor  transforms  money 
from  its  present  capitaiistic  form  to  its  rightful  labor  form,  and 
replaces  the  money  of  capitalism  with  the  National  Labor  Cer- 
tificate—the  social  tool  of  justice. 

By  the  control  of  money,  capitalism  now  controls  society  the 
world  over.  And  labor  to  be  free  must  possess  this  tool,  con- 
trolling land  and  manufacture. 

This  tool  of  tools — controlling  society  individually  and  col- 
lectively— controlling  peace  and  war,  controlling  the  private  cit- 
izen and  the  government  alike,  must  be  understood  by  labor  and 
turned  by  labor  into  the  national  tool  of  labor— into  the  money  of 
labor— in  the  operation  of  whose  justice  capitalism  will  cease  to 
exist — no  longer  possessing  the  tool  of  social  operation  with 
which  to  work  its  injustice. 

To  free  itself  from  monarchy,  the  political  rorm  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  capitalism,  once  labor  arose — and  they  called  it  “The 
Revolution  of  the  United  States,:’  and  even  as  chattel  slavery 
was  overthrown  so  was  the  government  of  capitalism  overthrown  »- 

and  the  government  placed  in  the  power  of  labor. 

And,  mark  you,  even  as  capitalism  defeated  and  cheated 
freedom — and  still  possessed  the  product  of  the  laborer  after  its 
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chains  had  been  removed  from  the  neck  of  labor,  even  so  did 
capitalism  defeat  and  cheat  the  revolution  of  its  fruits,  and  hold 
^ its  power  over  the  republic  as  equally  as  it  held  li  over  the  mon- 

archy overthrown — and  labor  remained  the  same  plundered  slave 
of  capitalism  as  before — and  the  battle  of  human  liberty  still  re- 
mained to  be  fought. 

For,  remember  that  the  process  of  capitalism  is  to  control 
labor  through  controlling  the  means  of  its  existence — the  means 
of  its  life. 

First  to  control  the  laborer  through  its  physical  chains. 
Then  to  control  the  laborer  through  the  control  of  the  land — then 
to  control  the  laborer  through  the  control  of  the  tools. 

And  now— and  last— to  control  the  laborer,  through  the  con- 
trol of  money. 

For  money  is  the  sublimation  of  all  the  tools  and  means  of 
agriculture  and  manufacture— money  being  the  tool  of  trade,  the 
tool  of  human  association—  the  instrument  of  civilization. 

And  capitalism’s  last  act  in  the  drama  of  the  Real,  is  the 
possession  of  the  tool — of  all  human  association  which  posses- 
sion by  capitalism,  places  capitalism  in  possession  of  all  human 
association — in  possession  of  all  the  world  s labor. 

When  in  the  course  of  events  the  overthrow  of  monarchy  be- 
4 gan  in  America,  it  became  necessary  to  immediately  provide 

ways  and  means  to  carry  on  the  war  against  capitalisms  form  cf 
government — monarch  y. 

In  that  moment  was  the  opportunity  of  labor,  and  in  that 
moment  was  the  opportunity  of  capitalism. 

And  capitalism  availed  itself  of  the  opportunity,  and  labor  d’d 
not— and  from  that  moment  capitalism  controlled  the  republic, 
the  government  of  labor;  even  as  it  had  controlled  the  monarchj . 
the  government  of  capitalism. 

In  that  moment,  GOLD  was  made  the  ways  and  means  to 
carry  on  the  war  for  the  liberation  of  labor  from  a monarchial 
form  of  government— in  that  moment,  freedom  adopted  the  ways 
and  means  of  capitalism  wherewith  to  found  and  carry  on  a 
republic.  And  in  that  moment  the  republic  was  firmly  placed 
in  the  power  and  control  of  capitalism  and  labor  forced  to  la- 
bor for  capitalism  more  firmly  than  ever  before. 

For  had  the  WAYS  and  MEANS  to  carry  on  the  war  for 
freedom  been  based  on  labor,  instead  of  on  “gold;”  the  gold  of 
capital  would  not  now  control  the  money,  land  and  tools  of 
4 labor,  and  labor  be  forced  to  labor  for  the  gold  of  capitalism. 

Each  soldier  fighting  for  liberty  should  have  been  given  the 
national  service  certificate  of  the  republic,  and  each  citizen  of  the 
republic  would  have  received  those  certificates  in  exchange  for 


gg  CIVILIZATION  CIVILIZED. 

the  necessities  of  the  soldier,  and  there  would  have  been  an  end 

Tarrying  the  principles  still  further  the  republic  could  have 
built  its  own  ships  and  buildings,  and  manufactured  its  own 
stores,  and  continued  on  and  on  in  supplying  its 
til  its  railroads,  telegraph  and  manufacture  would  all  be  Sov- 
mental.  without  capitalism  standing  anywhere  between  it  and 
LABOR— and  there  would  have  been  neither  taxes,  in  er . . 
profit,  or  even  rent  anywhere:  labor  being  everywhere  employed 

by  the  government.  « 

But  instead  of  this,  capitalism  determined  the  form  of  the 

ways  and  means  of  the  republic;  determined  the  form  of  the 
money  of  the  republic— determined  the  tool,  the  instrument,  y 
which  all  the  association  of  the  people  was  to  be  ruled  and  gov- 
erned-determined  the  system  by  which  labor  was  to  be  operated 
--determined  what  was  to  represent  labor  in  the  interchange  of 
its  products.  For  capitalism  determined  that  its  gold  was  to  re- 
present labor  in  the  interchange  of  its  products,  that  its  go  d 
was  to  represent  labor  in  its  dealings  with  labor-that  its  gold 
was  the  value  and  not  the  labor-that  its  gold  was  the  basis  ot 
the  money  of  the  republic  and  not  labor-that  its  gold  was  the 

power  of  the  republic  and  not  labor. 

So  instead  of  a national  labor  currency  being  made  the  money 

of  the  republic,  the  gold  of  capitalism  was  made  “oney  of 
the  repiiblic-and  the  republic  ceased  to  be  a republic,  labor 
ceased  to  rule,  and  capitalism  became  king  dictator  and  destroyer 
of  the  liberty  supposed  to  have  been  won  by  the  revolution. 

The  battle  remains  to  be  fought-that  was  fought  in  va  n. 
Never  will  the  battle  of  liberty  be  really  fought  and  be  really 
won  until  it  is  fought  by  labor  to  free  labor  from  ‘capitalism. 
Labor  can  never  be  freed  from  capitalism  until  labor  over- 

throws  the  money  o,  -•'f  f”  "i^BOR 

talism  with  the  money  of  labor— THE  MAiiuiv 

CERTIFICATE. 

Then  will  labor  enter  into  possession  of  the  tools,  having 

entered  into  possession  of  the  tool  of  tools— money. 

Then  society,  will  no  longer  be  operated  by  the  capitalistic 
tool  of  exchange,  but  by  the  Socialistic  tool  of  exchange-and 

there  will  be  justice. 


1 


NATIONAL  LABOR  CERTIFICATE. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


NATIONAL  LABOR  CERTIFICATE. 

Were  industry  socialized,  trades  unionism  would  cease  be- 
cause the  cause  for  which  it  struggles  would  be  achieved.  . 

a just  compensation.  nrcsent 

Every  work  would  be  conducted  as  we  now  find  the  prese 

national  mail  department-conducted  by  the  government-just 
as  we  now  find  the  erection  of  our  national  buildings  conducted 
-just  as  we  now  find  the  equipment  of  the  vessels  in  our  national 

navv-vards-ay!  even  better,  as  the  system  prevailed. 

The  nation  now  erects  fine  and  stately  edifices  for  its  agents 
without  the  slightest  difficulty,  and  in  Socialism  we  would  a 1 
become  employes  of  the  nation.  It  would  then  ^ 

aces.  It  would  furnish  all  these  palaces  as  it  now  ^ 

courts,  custom  houses,  army  quarters. 

edifices— as  it  now  does  for  its  present  employes.  And  there 
ing  no  contractor,  no  profit,  no  rent,  no  interest  on  ^ 

other  species  ot  capital-s  subtraction  Irom  ^ 

would  receive  from  the  nation  the  toll  ^ 

The  construction  would  be  all  time  service,  ™ 

owner  (the  people),  and  all  the  hundred  and  one  absorbents 
now  receive  the  larger  percentage  of  what  the  artisan  p 
duces  would  Bnd  their  apparatus  gone,  and  the  artisan  receiving 
h“  full  percentage,  there  would  be  no  Institution  draw  ng  a 
sl^  mill  Irom  his  production.  In  the  present  Individual  con- 
struction and  manulacture  ot  things,  there  stands  between  the 

consumer  and  the  producer,  first,  .^n  the 

who  takes  a portion  ot  the  value  ot  the  thing  ’ ^ 

landlord,  and  the  llghtlord,  and  the  tax  lord,  and  other  lords 
than  the  manufacturer  or  employer,  who  takes  a portion  ot  the 
value  then  the  wholesale  dealer,  who  takes  a portion;  then  the 
loTer  his  portion  out;  then  the  retail  dealer,  who  Ukes  what- 
ever  pickings  he  can  extract,  for  the  profit  or  margin  remaining 
nas  been  rapidly  reduced.  After  THIS,  then  the  producer  re- 
nut  IQ  T FFT  of  the  “turkey”  which  he  has  so  carefully 
SIS  flom  egg  to  full-sized  gobbler;  and  he  finds  that,  after  so 
raising,  supporting,  and  preparing  the  bird  for  tiie  feast,  cooking 
it  and  serving  it  up  ready  for  the  banquet,  he  has  received  m re- 
turn for  all  this-what?  Bones!  Nothing  but  bare  bones  True 
there  may  be  a little  odd  piece  of  gristle  left  here  and  there,  a 
small  piece  overlooked-and  this  small  piece  and  the  bones  are 
what  is  termed  by  social  scientists- (come  closer,  ye  partakers 
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of  the  small  piece  and  the  bones;  let  me  whisper  the  peculiar 
and  mysterious  word  in  your  producing  ear) — this  small  piece 
and  the  bones  are  termed  by  the  social  scientist  "wages!”  ► 

The  same  identical  circumstances  apply  to  everything  la- 
bor now  produces  under  the  present  individualistic  system.  Be- 
tween the  producer  and  the  consumer  stand  the  individuals  we 
have  enumerated  above;  and  when  the  produce  is  sold  to  the 
consumer,  from  the  price  received  is  deducted  the  interest  of 
the  capitalist,  the  profit  of  the  manufacturer,  the  percentage  of 
the  wholesaler,  and  the  margin  of  the  jobbers  and  the  retailer. 

In  all  this,  there  is  added  the  rents  of  the  individual  landlords, 
the  rates  of  insurance  men,  interest  on  mortgages,  also  the  pub- 
lic and  private  taxes,  advertisements,  and  a multitude  of  other 
subtractions,  all  of  which  are  added  up,  and  their  total  deduct- 
ed from  the  price  paid  by  the  consumer.  Whatever  is  left  is 
thrown  to  the  producer.  He  has  about  the  same  thing  left,  gen- 
erally—BONES,  and  the  small,  overlooked  piece. of  meat.  Some- 
times they  find  this  small,  overlooked  piece  of  meat,  and  devour 
that  also.  Then  there  is  a row!  a strike!  and  trades  unions  are 
formed.  Formed  for  what?  To  demand  the  small  piece  of  meat. 

Why  not  raise  up  to  a greater  issue?  Why  not  demand  the 
whole  turkey?  Why  not  the  labor  of  these  United  States  inform 
this  individual  who  sits  first  at  the  feast,  and  who  takes  the  ^ 

largest  slice  of  the  bird  and  generally  all  the  tid-hits,  “Sir,  this 

is  not  your  turkey!” 

Why  not  say  to  this  individual:  “Go,  sir,  and  raise  turkey 

for  yourself?” 

And  as  he  astonishingly  replies:  “But  you  cannot  get  along 

without  my  devouring  your  turkey.  If  I don’t  eat  your  turkey 
you  don’t  get  my  capital  ^’11  not  allow  you  to  raise  turkey, 
sir!” — inform  him:  “My  dec-,;  sir,  seventy  millions  of  us  have 

formed  a corporation.  We  have  formed  a corporation  of  the 
whole.  This  whole  will  supply  us  a co-operative  labor  currency 
without  interest;  hereafter  our  employer  is  this  whole,  and  this 
employer  will  supply  us  with  employment,  and  demand  no  profit 
or  interest.  If  you  want  to  eat  turkey  after  this,  you  will  have 
to  go  and  raise  one,  or  go  and  make  or  perform  something  that 
is  useful  to  the  nation — to  us,  the  people — then  we,  the  peo- 
ple, will  give  you  our  national  labor  currency  measurement  of 
your  service,  and  you  can  exchange  its  possession  for  an  equiv- 
alent in  turkey.  You  then  perceive,  my  friend,  that  the  nation, 
in  acting  as  my  capitalist,  my  employer,  and  my  merchant,  al-  V 

lows  no  one  to  eat  my  turkey  without  first  in  return  producing 
for  my  turkey  my  turkey’s  value  in  some  thing  or  some  ser- 
vice of  equal  value.  True,  under  these  circumstances  you 
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receive  my  turkey  from  the  nation,  but  the  nation  has 
given  me  in  recognition  thereof  this  national  labor  cer- 
tificate of  its  value,  and  with  this  national  labor  cer- 
^ tificate  I can  go  to  any  of  our  great  national  stores  and  receive 

upon  its  return  the  very  thing  you  produced,  or  any  other  thing 
of  equal  value,  except  that  a very  slight  increase  will  be  added 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  legitimate  services  of  the  national 
stores,  which  would  be  very  small,  for  each  department  is  self- 
supporting,  and  is  based  upon  actual  cost,  adding  merely  to  the 
value  of  the  goods  interchanged  through  these  national  labor  cer- 
tificates ONLY  THE  ACTUAL  COST  OF  HANDLING,  which,  al- 
though small,  means  a good  day’s  pay  for  the  agents  of  our  na- 
tional labor  stores,  based  upon  the  wage  rate  of  all.” 

Let  us  continue  this  suggestive  dialogue. 

The  banker  replies:  “Then  1 can  only  get  a turkey  of  my 
either  own  by  raising  one  or  doing  something  equivalent  to 

raising  one?” 

“Yes,  sir.’! 

“So  you  are  going  to  run  your  labor  on  your  labor  certificates 
and  stop  borrowing  my  gold?” 

“Yes.” 

“Well,  I never  wanted  to  hurt  anybody.  You  see,  the  old 
/ mortgage  system  fixed  it  so  that  you  raised  turkey  and  got  bones; 

SO  I SAW  THE  POINT  OF  LOANING  GOLD  AND  EATING 

TURKEY!!  YOU  SEE  I AM  FAT?” 

“O,  quite  fat,  and  I am  quite  lean!” 

“Well,  what  am  1 going  to  do?  I have  no  trade.  I under- 
stand something  of  law.  If  you  want  to  cinch  somebody  I’ll 
take  the  case.** 

“We  have  our  Socialist  courts  run  at  cost  price.  We  have  no 
need  for  lawyers.  The  nation  furnishes  all  necessary  to  decide 
disputes.  As  our  land,  water,  air,  light,  finance,  manufacture, 
transportation,  express,  agriculture,  and  exchange  are  all  govern- 
ernmental  and  not  personal,  we  have  no  personal  disputes  about 

them.  We  hardly  ever  have  disputes.** 

“Then  what  am  I going  to  do,  if  you  have  NO  BORROWING 

AND  NO  FIGHTING?*’ 

“You  can  write?” 

“Yes;  turn  a pretty  fair  hand,  and  run  up  a column  of  fig- 
ures.” 

“Well,  go  to  our  national  bureau  of  employment;  they  will 
^ examine  your  qualifications,  and  set  you  to  work.” 

“WORK!  my  dear  friend,  that  is  a hard  word  for  me.” 


“THEN  YOU  DON’T  GET  ANY  TURKEY.” 
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“But  how  about  my  large  building,  the  bank,  and  my  other 
individual  possessions?” 

“They  are  yours  still,  if  you  do  not  wish  to  enter  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  nation.  The  nation  will  issue  you  Its  labor  certifi- 
cates measuring  the  value  of  their  worth.  You  will  receive  a very 
large  compensation  for  a while,  as  your  hank  may  be  used  as 
a kindergarten  for  the  education  of  our  national  babies.  But  this 
will  not  last  long,  as  the  national  system  puts  all  who  seek  work 
to  work  immediately,  and  every  laborer,  mechanic,  engineer, 
architect,  and  scientist  is  at  present  building  the  national  cities 
of  the  nation,  and  as  this  work  proceeds,  the  superior  accommoda- 
tions of  the  new  will  leave  the  old  untenable,  and  when  that 
comes,  YOUR  REVENUE  DERIVED  FROM  THE  OLD  STRUC- 
TURES WILL  CEASE.  You  perceive  we  hurt  nobody,  force  no- 
body, nor  compel  any  one  to  do  a thing  distasteful  to  him.” 

"What  about  these  new  cities  you  are  building?” 

“They  are  based  upon  the  plan  of  nature  and  her  rivers. 
Our  future  cities,  under  Socialism,  will  be  immense  arterial  na- 
tional thoroughfares,  with  their  lesser  tributary  branches,  reach- 
ing into  our  territory  everywhere,  and  tapping  our  agricultural 
and  manufacturing  districts  everywhere.  Thus  our  population 
will  be  as  rivers,  reaching  everywhere,  and  not,  as  now,  isolated 
in  piled  up  bunches  or  spots. 

“Our  principal  thoroughfare,  which  we  have  named  ‘National 
Avenue,’  will  reach  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  Our  national 
engineers  have  already  surveyed  the  route — a straight  line. 
There  are  to  be  twelve  steel  tracks  in  the  center,  in 
the  national  railroad,  avenue  for  our  national  railroad, 
giving  quick  transit  along  the  entire  avenue,  and  carrying 
us  at  cost  price,  at  which  everyone  can  freely  travel,  while  the 
operators  will  have  the  social  pro  rata  of  the  annual  product  per 
hour  per  employe,  affording  time  for  mental  improvement  and 
amusements.  The  national  employes  engaged  in  constructing  this 
road  will  receive  the  labor  measure  of  their  time  in  the  national 
labor  certificates.  These  labor  certificates  will  be  received  by 
the  railroad  back  again,  and  the  same  measure  of  freights  and 
fares  given  to  whoever  hold  them;  they  will  also  be  received  at 
every  other  national  department  in  the  same  manner;  as  they  re- 
present upon  their  face  the  amount  of  service  the  holder  has  per- 
formed for  the  people,  so  the  people  returns  back  the  same 
amount  of  service  as  their  face  denotes.  By  this  national  sys- 
tem of  finance  we  will  build  the  great  road  without  a bond,  debt, 
or  loan  from  any  individual,  without  a mortgage  or  interest,  it 
will  all  be  done  directly  for  the  people  by  the  hour,  or  day’s  work; 
there  will  then  be  no  contractor,  and  therefore  no  contract  profit 
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on  the  employes.  And  when  the  road  is  done,  IT  WILL  BELONG 
TO  THE  PEOPLE,  and  not  to  individual  capitalists  or  private 
bond  holders-a  thing  which  cannot  be  accomplished  through 
gold,  or  by  any  other  process  than  this  Socialistic  system  of 

“What  are  you  going  to  place  alongside  of  these  twelve  steel 

“I 'am  coming  to  that.  This  railroad  avenue  will  be  five 
hundred  feet  wide;  there  will  be  an  avenue  on  each  side  of  this 
each  respectively  five  hundred  feet  wide,  forming  elegant  broad 
double  thoroughfares,  adorned  by  foliage,  illuminate  y our 
national  electric  lights,  and  flanked  by  continuous  nationa  pal- 
aces, within  which  the  corporation  shall  live,  not  die,  nor  ling 

as  they  do  now,  but  live!” 

“And  the  minor  streets?” 

“They  will  be  the  same,  merely  more  quiet  and  less  in 
activity  to  the  general  arteries,  through  which  will  pulsate  the 
full  life-wealth  of  the  nation.  You  will  observe  that  this  na- 
tional financial  system  allows  full  individual  liberty,  there  being 
no  revolting,  barbarous  compulsion  of  the  individual  by  the 
whole;  that  if  he  wishes,  he  can  work;  and  if  he  does  not  wish 
to  work,  he  need  not.  He  merely  receives  nothing  if  he  pro- 
duces nothing,  and  the  more  he  produces  or  the  more  service  he 
yields  for  the  nation,  the  more  he  receives  from  the  nation.  AS 
HIS  LABOR  CERTIFICATES  SIGNIFY  THE  EXACT  UNITS  HE 
HAS  'GIVEN.  Nothing  received,  nothing  given,  the  more  re- 
ceived. the  more  given,  is  the  measure  for  measure  of  our  na- 
tional labor  currency.”  , 

“O  then  I am  satisfied  if  there  is  going  to  be  a square  deal. 
You  see  I am  an  individualist  I thought  you  were  about  getting 
up  something  which  would  wipe  out  my  identity.  I love  my  free- 
dom! That  is  the  reason  I became  a banker;  for  if  I dm  not,  i 
had  to  become  a slave.  But  now,  since  a man  can  do  right  and 
remain  free,  count  me  in!  I am  tired  of  this  man-catching  busi- 
ness of  mine!  I tell  you  what  I will  do;  I will  not  go  to  the 
ployment  bureau.  The  bureau  is  all  right  for  those  who  NEED 
if  I will  find  MY  OWN  employment;  I am  an  individualist  I 
will  go  over  to  the  bank,  run  out  the  old  safe  into  the  back-yard, 
and  start  a kindergarten.  What  do  you  think? 

“Capital  idea!  But  before  you  go,  sit  down  and  eat  some 

turkey/' 

“What!  eat  YOUR  turkey?” 

“0,  we  are  all  brothers  now.  and  you  would  do  the  same  to 
me.  I am  only  too  happy  to  GIVE. 
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“All  right;  and  while  we  are  eating,  please  answer  me  these 
questions.” 

“Yes;  there  is  nothing  like  lively  thought  and  pleasant  ideas 

while  eating.  I believe  it  helps  digestion.” 

“What  is  going  to  become  of  the  manufacturer,  who  used 
to  sieze  upon  this  same  turkey  after  I had  adjourned?  But  be- 
fore you  answer,  take  a piece  of  the  breast.” 

“Thank  you.  It  is  the  first  time  I have  had  breast  in  a long 

while.  It  is  fine!” 

“Yes,  very  toothsome.  I suppose  I’ll  have  to  fall  back  on  the 
leg  or  wing  after  this  change;  but  then,  I am  satisfied  in  fact, 
never  was  so  satisfied  in  all  my  life;  and  I think  every  man,  rich 
and  poor,  in  all  the  land,  will  be  satisfied  when  he  comes  to  under- 
stand it.  But  now,  then,  what  will  become  of  the  manufacturer?” 
“Well,  he  will  keep  on  just  as  he  is,  if  he  wishes.  But  as  our 
national  mills  get  into  working  order  he  will  discover  that  the 
national  mills  are  working  at  treble  the  shifts  of  the  individual 
mills,  and  also  at  increased  compensation,  which  compensation 
he  will  find  steadily  raising,  because  the  individual  profit, 
rent,  and  interest  extracted  from  the  wages  of  HIS  em- 
ployes are  all  added  into  the  pay  wages  of  the  na- 
tional mill  hand.  There  being  no  wholesale  jobbers  nor 
retail  profit  on  the  sales,  he  will  also  discover  that  the 
national  mill  goods  SELL  CHEAPER.  When  he  discovers  these 
two  facts,  he  will  perceive  he  cannot  afford  to  give  his  employes 
the  short  hours  and  the  long  pay  of  the  national  mills, 
compete  with  the  systematized  handling  and  the  sample  distribu- 
ting principle  of  the  national  stores,  which  do,  away  with  the 
thousand  expenses  of  jobbing  and  retailing.  Thus  he  can  neither 
manufacture  as  cheap  nor  sell  as  cheap.  And  he  will  also  discover 
that  his  goods  are  INFERIOR  to  those  of  the  national  mills. 
Well-treated  labor  produces  well-treated  work.  Our  friend  the 
individual  manufacturer  WILL  HAVE  TO  CLOSE  DOWN. 

“Well,  since  we  are  brothers,  I will  tell  you  a secret.  It  is 
this:  He  will  not  be  affected  in  the  slightest  detail.” 

“No?” 

“No!  I have  had  a drag-net  mortgage  on  his  mill  ever  since 
it  was  built.  The  people  are  so  poor  under  the  present  system 
that  they  cannot  purchase  his  goods;  the  dealers  are  overstocked; 
he  has  cut  down  his  employes  to  the  lowest  notch,  and  this 
morning,  before  I came  to  dine  on  your  turkey,  I dined  on  his 

mill.  You  see,  here’s  the  foreclosure.” 

“Why,  bless  me!  the  regular  document — seals,  red  ink,  and 

‘Know  all  men  by  these  presents’!” 

“Yes;  this  is  the  document,  and  HE  IS  GONE!  1 was  in  the 
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old  system  then,  you  know,  and  foreclosures  were  like  gather- 

ing  up  the  shells  on  the  shore. 

“Yes;  but  he  is  all  right.  His  vast  experience  in  the  upper 

^ departments  of  manufacture  is  very  valuable  to  our  national  mill 

system  In  it,  every  man,  of  every  grade  of  talent,  find  more 
openings  than  they  can  fill;  for  in  the  Socialist  system  of  industry 

the  demand  for  labor  is  always  ahead  of  the  supply.” 

“But  what  will  become  of  the  wholesaler,  who  formerly  at- 
tacked this  turkey  of  yours  after  our  friend  the  manufacturer 

got  through?”  * 

“The  wholesaler  will  now  find  no  jobbers  and  retailer  to 

handle  his  goods,  as  all  goods  will  be  distributed  at  our  immense 
national  stores,  with  complete  display  of  each  and  every  variety 
of  fabric,  and  every  species  of  manufacture  sysiematized  into 
different  departments,  under  a general  system,  as  we  now  find  m 
our  mail  department.  This  wili  decrease  present  confusion  in 
distribution,  and  increase  the  opportunity  to  the  consumer  of 
getting  the  very  kind  of  goods  desired,  and  at  sucn  an  immensely 
decreased  cost  that  individual  handling  of  goods  will  be  out  of 

the  question.” 

“The  clerks  of  our  present  individual  shops  will  then  become 

all  government  employes,  1 see?” 

“Yes-  and  their  wages  will  be  based  by  the  yearly  production 

of  the  nation’s  wealth  being  divided  by  the  total  hours  devoted  to 
its  production.  Whoever  devotes  one  hour  to  this  accumulation 
is  therefore  entitled  to  that  unit  of  the  total  wealth,  thus  giving 
each  producer  the  exact  amount  of  his  production.  This  is  the 
basis  of  our  national  labor  certificate.  The  pay,  therefore,  of 
our  national  clerks  will  be  hundreds  of  times  greater  than  at 
present,  and  as  we  do  not  propose  to  let  any  one  go  idle  who 
WISHES  to  partake  of  the  general  wealth,  we  will  set  every  com- 
petent person  who  seeks  a clerkship  to  work— the  hours  per  day 
would  be.  therefore.  FEW.  AS  THIS  SYSTEM  EMPLOYS 
EVERYBODY,  and  divides  the  labor  unto  all,  as  it  divides  the 

wealth  unto  all  who  wish  to  partake  of  it.” 

“Then  these  clerks  would  receive  the  national  labor  certifi- 
cates, recording  their  units  or  hour  shares  of  the  common 

wealth  ?” 

“Precisely.  I see,  having  been  a banker,  you  comprehena 

the  simplicity  and  justice  of  the  system.  ” 

“I  perceived  it  long  ago,  but  the  people  would  not  have  it; 
4 and  many  a good  man  they  put  down  for  endeavoring  to  teach 

them.  But  there  is  one  thing  you  must  explain,  and  that  is.  the 
justice  of  this  division  of  the  toUl  wealth.  Would  it  be  justice 
to  give  one  man  more  than  another? 
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“If  we  GAVE  one  man  more  than  another,  that  would  be 
injustice.  But  in  our  distribution  of  the  total  wealth,  we  GIVE 
nothing;  we  merely  arrange  it  so  that  whatever  an  individual 
deserves,  THAT  individual  shall  have.  But  w'e  also  arrange  it 
so  that  all  can  help  themselves,  and  the  amount  they  help  is  re- 
corded by  the  national  labor  certificates  they  hold.” 

“Then  one  person  can  have  MORE  of  the  general  wealth  than 

another.  Would  this  be  justice? 

“Yes;  but  if  he  had  more,  HE  WOULD  HAVE  TO  WORK 

MORE;  he  could  have  only  what  he  earned.” 

“Then  one  could  not  enrich  himself  at  the  other’s  expense? 

“Exactly.  We  must  establish  this  condition  before  we 
ascend  higher.  We  must  thoroughly  establish  justice  before  we 
can  have  the  reign  of  love.” 

“But  would  it  be  justice  to  only  pay  the  head  of  a depart- 
ment equal  to  the  foot— to  pay  the  architect  of  the  building  only 
equal  to  the  excavator?” 

“The  very  essence  of  justice.  The  architect’s  job  is  the  most 
attractive  and  pleasant;  it  is  remunerative  in  its  contemplations 
and  congenial  in  its  surroundings;  and  why  should  they 
who  enjoy  the  most  advantageous  positions  be  entitled 
because  of  their  advantage  to  receive  yet  further  su- 
perior  advantage.  Would  not  this  be  according  to  the 
logic  of  giving  the  most  to  those  who  have  the  most? 
If  any  one  ought  to  receive  more  than  another  for  his 
effort,  it  certainly  should  be  those  who  performed  the  most  ar- 
duous of  labor  and  the  most  disagreeable  task.  If  you  had 
choice  of  position,  would  you  not  rather  take  the  agreeable  job 
even  for  less  compensation  than  the  disagreeable? 

“I  certainly  would.  But  is  not  the  head  more  intellectual 
than  the,  foot;  and  should  not  the  most  intellectual  be  paid  the 

most?” 

“Why?  The  brain  is  no  more  necessary  than  the  heart;  the 
one  is  the  department  of  intelligence,  the  other  me  department 
of  force;  one  cannot  exist  without  the  other;  the  building  could 
not  stand  without  the  foundation;  the  head,  without  the  legs, 
all  parts  are  interactional,  and  they  all  should  act  for  a single 
object— the  good  of  all— each  part  receiving  the  full  strength  of 

the  whole.” 


“Yes;  I am  now  satisfied  it  requires  every  effort  to  make  a 
completeness;  that  every  part  of  the  structure  is  necessary  to  Bs  v 

entirety;  that  the  entire  being  should  hold  each  part  of  itself  in 
equal  estimation  to  have  equal  and  perfect  development.” 

“That  is  the  idea  of  Socialism;  the  idea  which  creates  syni- 
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metry  and  harmony  of  form;  which  produces  beauty  and  health. 

And  this  will  produce  a beautiful  and  healthy  society. 

“^t  Xt  will  become  of  our  jobbers  and  retailers  under 

cinpia.!  system  of  stores? 

"instead  of  waiting  all  day  long  for  the 
comes;  Instead  of  counting  up  their  receipts  at  * 

their  rent,  light,  clerk  hire,  clothing,  food  f 'ng 

nenses  amount  to  more  than  their  receipts,  instead  of  retiring 

dejected  and  worn  out,  weary  and  disheartened— they  wi  n 
mTmselves  in  charge  of  the  fine  departments  in  our  nation  a 
stores  knowing  exactly  that  in  a few  brief  years  their  rate  of 

compensation  will  enable  them  to  hold  national 

of  the  national  wealth,  representing  enough  to  enable  them  to 

li^e  their  days  in  affluence  and  ease,  or  in  the  higher  pursuits 

of  mental  attainments  and  mental  unfoldmen  . 

“But  if  they  wished  to  travel  abroad,  could  they  do  so 

these  national  labor  certificates? 

“You,  being  a banker,  understand  and  can  answer  that  ques 

^‘°““Ye^  Tm^lly  inquired  to  find  if  you  understood  it.  Yoi.r 
national’labor  certificates  being 

nation  for  the  value  they  indicate  upon  their  face  for  > 
kind  of  your  wealth,  they  would  be  exchanged  for  foreign  drafts 
upon  anv  banking  house  in  the  world  precisely  as  any  o her 
clntry’s  medium  of  exchange.  Of  course  you  are  aware  that 
the  money  of  one  country  is  not  the  money  of  any  other  country, 
and  you  have  to  exchange  for  a foreign  draft  upon  some  bankmg 
house  in  the  country  to  which  you  are  going  m order  to  have 
that  country’s  money  when  you  arrive  there.  You  would  have 
simply  to  do  the  same  if  you  wished  to  travel  in  foreign  lands 
you  would  have  to  take  your  national  certificates  and  recen 

foreign^  draft  certificates  would  take  us  over  the 

"^°^^“Certainly.  It  is  not  the  moneys  of  countries  which  are  in- 
terchangeable; it  is  merely  their  commodities.” 

“I  see-  foreign  dealers  have  to  purchase  our  commodities 
through  o^r  form  of  exchange  the  same  as  we  ■ do  through 

^^^'“Now  then,  another  question.  A friend  of  mine  has  a lit- 
tle cottage,  which  he  has  toiled  hard  and  long  to  possess  I 
know  he  dotes  upon  his  little  home.  How  will  this  Socialization 
of  wealth  affect  his  little  cottage?  Will  it  take  it  from  him. 

and  be  placed  in  the  general  co-operation?” 

“No.  We  take  nothing  from  any  one.  Whoever  builds  a 
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home  deserves  it.  Your  friend  of  the  little  cottage  could  keep 
his  little  cottage,  if  he  chose,  and  pass  his  days  therein.  But 
this  he  would  hardly  be  likely  to  do.  We  are  now  erecting  im- 
mense palaces,  so  arranged  that  each  family  can  live  as  ex- 
clusive as  they  could  desire.  These  structures  contain  the  lat- 
est devices  for  the  preparation  of  food  and  cleansing  of  garments 
upon  a plan  impossible  except  to  our  Socialization  of  things. 
The  food  and  garments  are  transmitted  to  the  apartments 
through  elevators  from  the  departments  of  preparations.  The 
families,  though  exclusive  if  they  so  desire  it,  can  enter  the  gen- 
eral halls  and  gardens  of  instruction,  amusement  and  exercise. 
There  are  private  and  public  baths;  in  fact,  every  adjunct  nec- 
essary to  the  enjoyment  of  life.  We  find  no  obstacle  in  the  ere- 

• 

ation  of  these  refinements  and  superior  accommodations,  as  we 
find  thousands  only  too  glad  to  get  an  opportunity  to  make 
them.  The  old  system  held  men  back  from  doing  these  things; 
the  new  system  opens  up  to  them  full  opportunity  to  surround 
society  with  every  convenience,  comfort  and  refinement.” 
“What  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  doctors?” 

“In  this  condition,  there  will  not  be  use  for  doctors;  the 
generation  raised  in  Socialism  will  have  no  use  for  doctors  what- 
ever.” 

“I  observe  that  you  set  every  one  to  work.” 

“Not  set  them  to  work,  but  open  the  opportunity.  Man  is 
a natural  worker;  he  cannot  remain  idle  and  be  contented.  If 
men  do  not  work,  it  is  either  because  they  cannot  get  it  to 
do,  or  cannot  get  the  special  branch  to  which  they  are  accus- 
tomed or  fitted,  or  because  they  have  become  disheartened 
through  unjust  compensation.” 

“Now,  another  question,  and  I believe  it  is  one  that  will  no 
doubt  tax  you  to  your  utmost.  You  say  you  will  rent  my  struct- 
ures until  you  build  your  national  palaces;  you  then  recognize 
my  proprietorship  in  the  land?” 

“No.” 

“Then  where  is  my  right?” 

“In  the  improvements.  Your  improvements  harm  no  one. 
We  touch  nothing  that  harms  not.  Your  buildings  are  ben- 
eficial just  at  present,  but  may  become  worthless  in  the  presence 
of  our  superior  accommodations.” 

“Then  land  monopoly  is  doomed?” 

“Doomed!  We  recognize  no  proprietorship  in  land.  We 
can  no  where  find  any  basis  of  title.  We  find  land  bought  and 
sold,  but  that  does  not  prove  title.  If  you  had  a valuable 
horse,  and  you  discovered  it  in  the  possession  of  a person  who 
explained  to  you  that  his  possession  was  sound  and  true  be- 
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cause  he  had  purchased  it,  you  would  inform  him  that  the  per- 
son of  whom  he  purchased  could  convey  no  title;  a million  such 
persons  could  convey  no  title,  as  they  merely  sold  that  w-ach 

did  not  belong  to  them.” 

“Then  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  land  monopolist . 
“He  can  enter  the  corporation  if  he  wishes.  If  he  wishes 
our  national  labor  certificates,  he  can  work  for  the  nation,  and 
become  the  possessor  in  the  degree  he  works.  For  this  is  not 
the  kind  of  thing  through  which  he  can  become  a millionaire, 

and  neither  work  nor  allow  others  to  work.” 

“What  will  you  do  with  the  land  he  claims? 

“What  would  you  do  with  the  air  around  you  if  an  individual 
should  tell  you  to  hold  your  breath-that  it  was  his  an-hold 
your  breath  until  you  paid  him?  You  would  breathe!  and  that 

would  be  your  answer.” 

“Now  let  us  return  to  the  subject  of  individual  liberty  again, 
for  it  is  my  hobby.  You  do  not  propose  to  make  every  one 
work  until  he  is  45,  and  then  put  him  upon  the  shelf  to  order 

the  others  around?” 

“We  certainly  do  not;  we  MAKE  no  one  do  anything.  The 
national  labor  certificate  does  that;  for  if  you  do  not  work,  you 
do  not  get  the  certificate;  and  no  certificate,  you  know,  no  tur- 
key' But  this  idea  of  MAKE  and  FORCE  is  all  wrong,  applied 
to' man.  Give  man’s  goodness  an  opportunity.  You  need  do 

“Yes-  I would  hardly  like  anything  that  said  I MUST  work 
np  to  a certain  age,  or  said  I MUST  quit  after  a certain  age.  I 
am  one  of  those  active  fellows  who  deems  himself  a mere 
chicken  at  60— just  getting  his  tail  feathers.  That  might  e 
age  for  the  old  system,  hut  it  is  mere  babyhood  for  Socialism. 
Why,  I think  I feel  just  like  starting  in,  and  I am  70.  When 
human  effort  is  treated  right,  recognized  and  appreciated,  we 
will  labor  for  the  pure  love  of  it,  and  nothing  can  stop  our 

helping  hands.” 

“We  restrict  you  in  nothing  except  criminality;  we  allow 
you  full  scope  for  your  individuality,  and  only  restrict  you  m 

infringement  upon  the  scope  of  another.” 

“That  is  what  suits  me  about  your  national  labor  certifi- 
cate—it  allows  individual  liberty.  Liberty  is  sweet.  I would 
not  enter  heaven  if  I had  to  leave  my  liberty  behmd.  I am  a 
bird  of  the  forest.  True,  I am  environed  with  disaster;  still, 
I would  not  accept  safety  in  a gilded  cage.  But  if  your  heaven 
contains  liberty,  then  will  I gladly  enter;  for  there  can  he  no 
heaven  for  me  which  does  not  contain  individual  liberty. 

“Yes;  hut  you  will  have  to  establish  collective  liberty  to 
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let  it-  you  will  have  to  sink  your  individual  sellislmess,  re- 
store your  individual  relationship  to  the  whole,  and  « 

L hosom  of  the  common  family,  to  which  you  helong.  Then 

you  will  find  yourself  Home.” 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


OUR  SOCIALISTIC  MAIL  SERVICE. 

The  national  mall  service  of  the  United  Stetes  is  a stand- 
ing objcht  lesson,  proving  the  utility,  practicahi  i y, 
n,Le  common  sense  of  Socialism,  The  tua.l  ser™  °f 
country  glides  along  with  as  much  smoothness  ' 

tion-yes  less-than  the  very  best  private  concern  in  the  Ian 
TraLmcations  are  as  numerous  as  are  -ilroads  and  t^ 
telegraphs,  as  intricate  and  as  vast  in  proportion  as  any  pr^a  . 

institution,  and  there  is  not  one  single  feature  of 

hut  would  apply,  and  could  be  applied,  to  every  other  neces 

*The  ch^arge  that  the  collective  management  of  collective  ne- 
cessRies  sTmpracticahle,  Utopian  or  far-fetched,  is  conclusively 

answer^  in  tL  living  demonstration  of  the  Socialist  mail  sei- 

'^^^^Through'^^this  pioneer  department  of  Socialism  our  mail  m 
servid  at  cost  price,  and  the  entire  cost  of  the  ,<iepartment  m 
the  cost  of  its  labor  to  the  people;  and  our  mail 
at  the  exact  outlay  attending  its  distribution,  making  the  e 
tire  institution  self-supporting  and  self-operative,  nevoid  of  tax- 
ation or  tax  collector.  It  is  no  fault  of  the  department  if  it  is 
not  thus  run.  but  the  fault  of  not  comprehending  the  advantages 

^Thrfugh' tL  Socialistic  distribution  o.'  the  ™ail,Jiot  only 
are  we  protected  from  individual  extortions,  as  we  find  in  pri 
vate  monopolies,  hut  every  improvement,  every  cheapen  g 
outlay  every  advantage  adopted,  cheapens  tne  cost  of  the  ma  1. 
TMs  iL  not  the  case  in  regard  to  private  monopolies.  In  such 
the  cheapening  and  the  improvements  hut  mainly  go  to  sw 
the  ridiculous  possessions  of  the  already  ridiculously  rich. 

I put  the  question  to  labor:  Does  not  the  liberal  hours  and 

nay  of  the  government  in  its  different  branches  to  its  numerous 
attachees  and  employes  tend,  through  the  laws  of 
liberalize  to  a considerable  degree  the  hours  and  wages  P 
vate  employment-example  being  a powerful  thing  of 

itself  alone?  And  again:  Would  not  the  reverse  equally  hold 
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as  true  were  the  postal  and  other  institutions  now  i^^tional 
private  in  their  control  and  interest?  Would  not  this  have  a 
, direct  tendency  to  lengthen  the  hours  and  shorten  the  pay 

"^'“i^rw^ondefR  is  that  we  hear  so  much  of  office 
.onder,  that  ofiice  seeking  is  a 

is  it  so’  What  hidden  charm  surrounds  the  public 

Why  do  you  see  men  surrender  lucrative  business  and  fairly 

occupations  to  struggle  tor  the  tew.  -“f 
ing  positions  or  places  under  our  government . The  reason  . 
eh  at  it  is  better  higher,  nobler,  easier,  and  more  profitable  t 
trk  lorsoZ’thau  toi  a part.  Just  as  it  ‘o  jork  or 

a corporation  than  it  is  to  work  tor  a smgle  employer.  Thus 
it  is  that  generally  we  find  labor  preferring  corporation  to  pn 
yato  Im  4ment,'and  government  to  -P-ation,  because  th^ 
-renter  the  employer  the  better  the  condition  df  the  employea. 

" This  instinct  of  the  people  to  prefer  government  employ- 
ment will  be,  sooner  or  later,  gratified;  for  there  shall  ye  be  a 
Ty  when  ea^h  and  every  person  will  think  and  labor  only  or 
the  whole,  and  there  will  be  no  private  or  personal 
in  all  the  land-when  every  necessity  will  he  Socialistic  n it 
character  and  control,  and  we  will  have  a nation,  not  of  p 
/ vate  interests,  but  for  the  people,  by  tHe  People  The  idea  of 

the  collective  management  of  the  postoffice  is  the  thin  point 
of  the  Socialists’  wedge,  and  Socialists  will  soon  drive  the  wedge 
• clean  home  into  every  other  public  necessity.  ^ na- 

lu  tact,  the  postage  stamp  ot  the 
tional  labor  check-confined,  and  therctore,  crippled  and  limit 
" to  tl  postal  department.  All  that  would  be  necessary  to 
make  the  postage  stamp  a genuine  national  eheck  wo^^ 

be  for  the  government  to  pay  its  postal  emp  oy  locrni 

with  postage  stamps;  and  to  make  its  postage  stamps  a lega 
tender  for  everything,  as  well  as  for  carrying  a letter,  and  lo- 
the  miracle  would  be  worked,  and  with  enough  of  these  stamps 
Z government  could  employ  the  unemployed  ot  the  nation  ana 
With  their  use  alone  socialize  every  department  of  society. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

TELEGRAPH. 

The  telegraph  lines  of  the  nation  are  to  it  what  the  nerves 
are  to  the  body.  It  is  a piece  of  crude  absurdity  for  these  lines, 
or  public  nerves,  to  be  controlled  by  different  individuals  for 
different  objects  from  different  parts  of  the  countiy,  instea  o 
being  controlled  by  one  general  head,  one  general  brain,  and  or 
one  single  interest-the  nation.  Being  the  nerves  of  the  nation, 
they  should  belong  to  it  collectively,  and  be  controlled  and  di- 
rected from  its  central  executive  station  at  Washington.  s 
these  lines  are  controlled  and  directed  at  present,  our  nation  re- 
sembles the  condition  of  a man  whose  nerves  are  not  under  his 
brain  control;  bQt  under  the  control,  as  it  were,  of  different  con- 
flicting portions  of  his  anatomy,  converging  and  crossing  in  all 
directions;  and  instead  of  conveying  the  necessary  intelligence 
from  the  center  to  the  parts  of  the  structure,  conveying  confused^ 
controls  from  the  different  parts  themselves,  producing  spas- 
modic, exhaustive  action,  convulsing  and  racking  his  frame  with- 
movements  purposeless  and  contrary  to  his  own  volition-  a pan- 
demonium of  brain  forces  scattered  through  a cataleptic-racke 
body  This  is  the  present  economy  of  our  telegraphic  sjstem. 
And  if  it  were  to  be  continued,  catalepsy,  private  as  well  as  pub- 
lie  would  inevitably  end  the  drama  of  this  national  man,  whose 
feet  legs,  body,  arms,  and  hands  are  beyond  the  control  of 
his  head-in  fact,  who  is  out  of  his  head.  When  the  industrial 
departments  of  America  are  governmental,  as  they  should  be„ 
when  transportation  and  distribution  are  Socialized,  as  they 
should  be,  then  Washington  will  be  the  central  point  of  gen- 
eral direction  of  the  circumferential  departments  of  construc- 
t-on and  reports  from  these  extremities  will  all  converge  and 
center  there,  producing  the  general  knowledge  necessary  at 
headquarters  to  direct  the  entire  structure;  then  the  telegraph, 
being  Socialized,  will  serve  its  national  function  of  conveying, 
as  do  the  nerves  of  the  body,  the  intelligences  between  the  di- 
lective  and  productive  parts  of  the  social  structure;  then  so- 
ciety  will  find  itself  moving  with  an  understanding  and  pur-- 

pose. 

Under  government  telegraphy  we  would  have  our  messages 
at  cost  price,  as  we  now  do  our  government  mail.  The  operators 
would  have  shorter  shifts  and  better  compensation,  and  tele- 
graphy would  ascend  immeasurably  as  an  important  adjunct  of 
civilization.  Being  governmental,  one  of  the  powerful  factors 
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influencing  legislation  would  then  be  removed  from  existence,  a 
vast  vortex  through  which  flows  our  public  wealth  into  private 
coffers  would  be  removed  from  power,  to  no  longer  corrupt  our 
public  agents  and  control  election  returns.  The  present  vast  ac- 
cumulations of  millions  by  telegraph  proprietors  have  all  been 
collected  through  excessive  rates.  If  these  rates  had  been  based 
upon  actual  cost,  the  millions  which  have  been  thus  made  would 
have  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  people.  Every  telegrap 
operator  should  be  an  advocate  of  the  government  telegraph 
svstem  proposed  herein,  because  the  government  would  increase 
the  service  manifold,  add  improved  features  and  more  system- 
atized working.  This  would  increase  the  demand,  and  open  up 
broader  opportunity  to  the  operators,  not  to  mention  better  pay 
. and  less  hours.  Every  one  who  loves  the  future  greatness  of 
America  should  work  to  this  end— should  work  for  national  te  - 
egraphy.  Under  national  control,  innumerable  improvements 
now  held  in  abeyance  would  be  added  features— features  now 
suppressed  by  the  unprogressive  “dollar.”  Every  electnciM 
who  loves  his  or  her  science  should  lend  their  enthusiasm  to 
this  issue.  Come,  let  us  Socialize  our  lightning. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


NEWS. 

Under  the  present  system  of  newspaper  monopoly,  preserved 
through  vast  fortunes  invested,  there  can  be  no  independent 
press  in  the  populous  metropolitan  centers.  An  independent 
newspaper  is  totally  out  of  the  question.  True,  there  may  be  a 
large  daily,  in  a large  city,  independent,  as  far  as  its  individual 
proprietor  is  concerned,  to  a certain  limited  extent,  but  the 
extent  of  its  independence,  even  so,  is  limited  indeed,  consid- 
ering the  wealthy  patronage  and  corporation  advertisements, 
all  of  which  force  the  paper  in  the  pursuance  of  these  private 
interests,  in  the  advocacy  of  a line  of  duty  detrimental  to  the 
public  good. 

In  examining  into  the  condition  of  the  press,  we  remember 
journal  after  journal  which  appeared  and  disappeared— journals 
which  entered  upon  the  arena  of  journalism  with  every  augur  of 
success,  wdth  seemingly  a sufficiency  of  backing,  and  yet,  which 
after  a few  brief  editions,  went  down  into  the  bottomless  pit 
of  newspaper  failures.  People  who  believed  in  their  doctrines 
and  principles — people  who  were  heart  and  soul  in  favor  of  ev-  ^ 

ery  idea  advocated  in  their  columns,  strange  to  say,  when  it 
came  to  subscribing  for  such  papers,  turned  and  subscribed  foi 
the  sheets  of  those  whom  they  deemed  “the  enemy.”  Now,  why 
was  this?  Why  did  they  not  support  the  papers  of  their  own 
Ideas?  The  reason  is  they  subscribed  for  the  papers  whose  ed- 
itorial principles  they  detested  because  such  papers  contained 
the  telegraphic  news  of  the  world.  They  must  have  a news- 
paper. The  journals  of  their  own  ideas  were  not,  and  could 
rot  be,  this.  Now,  why?  Because  of  our  individual  telegraphic 
monopoly.  The  Associated  Press  dispatches  are  not  available 
to  reformatory  journals.  Only  concerns  of  immense  corporate 
and  individual  wealth  figuring  up  into  the  millions  can  tap  the 
wires  of  information  and  publish  its  contents  to  the  millions. 

So  the  reformatory,  enterprising  press  of  popular  ideas  is 
everywhere  handicapped  at  the  outset,  and  doomed  to  sti  uggle 
along  with  few  subscribers,  and  yet  fewer  advertisers,  for  busi- 
ness will  not  advertise  where  people  do  not  subscribe.  And  thus 
it  is,  no  telegraphic  news,  no  subscribers;  no  subscribers,  no  ^ 

advertisers:  no  advertisers,  no  reform  metropolitan  journal;  ^ 

and  no  reform  metropolitan  journal,  no  reform. 

The  remedy,  and  the  only  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs 
whereby  this  monopoly  of  news  would  be  annihilated,  whereby 
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the  poorest  paper  in  the  land  would  receive  telegraphic  dis- 
patches at  the  same  cost  precisely  as  the  richest,  whereby  the 
^ sources  of  information  would  be  open  to  every  journal  in  the 

land  alike,  and  closed  to  none,  whereby  the  news  would  be  de- 
livered at  cost  price,  and  so  become  available  to  the  slimmest 
editorial  purse,  lies  in  government  telegraphy!  Ay,  my  coun- 
trymen, if  you  would  have  a free  press,  you  must  have  a free 
telegraph  system,  run  by  the  country,  run  for  the  people  at  cost 
price,  and  open  to  each  and  all.  If  you  had  this,  then  your 
struggling  reform  paper  would  come  out  with  the  daily  tele- 
grams in  the  morning,  and  your  reform  thinker  would  find  his 
reform  journal  a newspaper  as  well  as  a reform  journal.  Then 
your  reformer  would  patronize  his  own  ideas,  and  our  cities 
would  soon  have  the  freest  and  most  independent  press  ever  pub- 
lished for  a free  and  independent  people. 

There  is  no  more  powerful  engine  for  good  or  evil  in  all 
the  world  than  the  press.  If  it  were  only  for  this  one  truth 
alone,  if  it  were  only  for  the  freedom  of  the  press  from  its 
present  monopoly  of  news  through  individual  wealth,  and  con- 
sequent crushing  out  of  honest  journals — if  it  were  only  foi 
this,  we  repeat,  alone,  we  should  have  a government  control  of 
telegraphs;  we  should  have  the  information  of  the  v/orld  con- 
I ..rolled  by  the  people. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


TRANSPORTATION . 

As  the  telegraph  lines  are  the  nerves  of  the  republic,  so 
the  railroad  lines  are  the  steel  sinews  moving  its  substance; 
the  former  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  intelligence,  the  latter 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  its  substance,  and  the  people,  who  are 
the  being  of  the  republic.  That  these  two  functions  are  vitally 
public  in  their  nature  for  the  working  of  the  entire  being,  and 
in  no  manner  private,  should  force  its  understanding  into  the 
dullest  perception.  That  the  telegraph  lines  or  nerves  should 
be  controlled  by  the  entire  body  and  managed  from  one  central 
point  of  the  general  intelligence;  that  the  railroads,  or  national 
sinews  of  steel,  are  also  vitally  public  in  their  nature  for  the 
working  of  the"  entire  being,  and  in  no  manner  private;  that 
they  should  also  be  controlled  by  the  entire  being  and  managed 
from  one  central  point  of  the  general  intelligence,  as  the  tele- 
graphs—is  also  apparent,  if  the  being  is  ever  to  move  accord- 
ing to  rational  concert  of  action,  wherein  all  parts  are  directed 
and  moved  from  one  general  identity,  yielding-the  full  power  and 
full  accomplishment  of  that  power,  viz.,  itself— the  being— the 
whole.  Any  body  whose  parts  act  differently  from  this,  whose 
parts  act  in  antagonism  to  its  parts,  whose  parts  act  in  antag- 
onism to  its  whole,  their  real  self,  such  body  must  of  itself  go 
to  pieces,  dissipate,  and  finally  cease  its  unity,  and  its  parts  also 
cease  their  unity,  as  they  merely  receive  their  life  from  the  col- 
lective being,  which  they  have  thus  failed  to  recognize,  strength- 
en and  assist.  This  is  the  analysis  of  the  fall  of  empires,  and 
the  death  of  nations  and  their  peoples. 

A nation,  therefore,  should  be  patterned  in  its  economy  after 
the  natural  arrangement  of  man’s  being.  Its  several  depart- 
ments should  be  thus  organized,  and  its  basis  of  action  be  the 
complete  development  of  each  and  every  portion  of  itself  into 
a perfect  harmony  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  in  which  the  good 
of  the  parts  can  only  find  existence. 

Now,  this  must  not  be  mistaken  for  a smile,  metaphor,  al- 
legory nor  illustration;  for  it  is  the  thing  itself;  for  man  in  his 
concrete,  is  merely  himself  again  in  collective  form. 

As  the  telegraphs  are  the  nerves,  and  the  railroads  the  sin- 
ews of  motion,  so  is  money  the  blood  of  the  nation,  and  per- 
forms for  it  precisely  the  same  duty  as  the  blood  performs  in  the 
individual;  and  thus,  being  also  vitally  generic  in  its  nature  for 
the  operation  of  the  entire  being,  and  in  no  manner  private,  it 
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should  also  be  controlled  by  the  entire  being,  and  managed  from 
one  central  point  of  the  general  intelligence,  as  the  telegraphs 

^ and  railroads. 

Thus  the  central  or  governmental  point  is  formed  from  the 
collective  wisdom  and  love  of  the  being,  and  animated  for  its 
general  good.  Thus  moved  for  that  end,  and  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  this,  it  receives  instructions  from  the  parts,  and 
sends  instructions  from  its  centralized  intelligence  through  its 
telegraphs  (nerves).  These  instructions,  thus  received  and  thus 
transmitted,  are  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  railroads  (sm- 
ews) in  their  movements  of  the  body.  Thus  you  have  the  anat- 
omy of  man  and  his  government  the  same. 

Thus  the  national  telegraphs  would  direct  the  movements, 
and  railroads  perform  the  movements,  of  the  general  substance 
of  the  nation  throughout  itself  to  each  and  every  part,  conveying 
intelligence  and  moving  substance  accordingly  everywhere.  Thus 
they  woud  be  organized  upon  the  basis  of  their  natural  functions 
and  for  their  natural  designs.  And  thus  man  would  make  his  so- 
ciety as  nature  has  made  him  the  man.  Society,  pattern  thy- 
self by  nature.  In  a nation  thus  patterned  after  man,  even  as 
its  telegraphs  (nerves)  transmit  instructions,  and  its  railroads 
(sinews)  give  motion  to  its  substance,  so  would  its  labor  cur- 
^ rency  (national  blood)  apportion  unto  each  part  the  exact  por- 

tion of  wealth  which  that  part’s  individual  action  called  for. 
Thus  the  exact  degree  of  effort  each  one  put  forth  for  the  whole 
would  be  returned  to  each  one  in  whatever  species  of  wealth 
each  one  desired,  through  the  just  measurement  of  each  one’s 
effort  by  this  apportional  principle  of  just  exchange  or  money 

of  Socialism. 

The  aim  of  Socialism  is  justice  to  Labor.  And  in  justice 

to  Labor,  is  justice  to  All. 

Who,  then,  can  be  opposed  to  Socialism? 

Who  is  it  that  will  acknowdedge  that  he  is  opposed  to  jus- 
tice? 

The  just  need  not  be  afraid  of  justice.  Even  justice  to  the 
bad  is  a real  friend— an  angel,  though  in  disguise.  Nor  would 
this  work  inequality,  in  the  raising  up  of  those  who  demon- 
strated through  their  efforts  for  the  whole  that  they  loved  so- 
ciety. Love  would  be  elevated  and  strengthened,  instead  of 
hate,  as  now.  Nor  need  any  imagine  that  the  weak  would  go 
to  the  wall;  for  never  does  love,  never  does  justice  crush  the 
weak;  for  where  these  two  reign,  justice  sinks  itself  in  love, 
and  love,  knowing  no  possessions  of  her  own,  yields  all  and 
ever  the  most  to  the  weakest,  making  the  weak  strong,  and 
the  strong  just.  Thus  a society  so  constituted  would  soon  have 
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no  weak,  but  would  rapidly  unfold  a perfect  expression  of  its 
social  greatness  in  every  individual  of  its  harmonious  circle. 

The  same  principles  being  applied  to  railroads  would  de- 
velop extraordinary  results.  The  immense  revenues  now  flow- 
ing from  the  general  public  into  private  reservoirs  would  be 

ended. 

Railroads  being  run  for  the  nation,  and  not  for  profit,  we 
would  run  them,  therefore,  on  the  cost  principle,  and  fares  and 
freights  would  be  regulated  not  to  leave  immense  margins  over 
the  wages  and  material  outlay,  nor  the  conventions,  legisla- 
tures, congress,  senates,  newspapers,  courts,  juries,  and  attor- 
neys fixing  outlay,  but  simply  the  cost  of  the  labor  outlay  only 
—the  legitimate  outlay  for  building,  equipping  and  running  the 
road.  When  through  Socialism  this  outlay  becomes  the  basis 
of  freights  and  fares,  travel  and  transportation  will  be  within 
the  reach  of  all;  for  the  freighter  and  farer  will  not  have  added 
upon  his  cost  of  legitimate  charges  interest  upon  bonds,  cor- 
ruption or  judicial  expenses,  press  and  political  purchasing, 
private  service  funds,  and  immense  dividends  added  thereto  upon 
this  unnatural  pyramid  of  these  unnatural  expenses  of  this  most 
unnatural  system  of  transportation. 

Again,  with  railroads  as  in  the  Socialization  of  every  pub- 
lic institution,  all  this  enormous  pyramid  of  exaction  would  re- 
main in  the  pockets  of  the  public,  and  not  flow  into  the  hands 
of  the  few;  nor  would  you  find  a community,  as  you  find  ours 
today,  with  the  labor  and  trade  of  the  people  representing  mil- 
lions in  deeds,  bonds,  mortgages,  bills  of  sale,  credit,  farms, 
houses,  materials,  clothing  and  food  yes,  representing,  and 
speaking,  and  writing,  and  calling  for,  and  demanding  mil- 
lions upon  millions,  and  scarcely  a dollar  within  sight,  sound, 
or  travel.  Oh,  idiotic  civilization,  why  not  become  civilized? 

Behold  the  thoroughfarv,s  of  thy  great  cities;  along  them, 
on  each  side,  rent  and  Interest  racked  shop  keepers.  They  are 
each  made  to  pay  dear  for  the  use  of  their  premises;  yet  be- 
fore their  very  eyes  ply  the  busy  street  cars,  taking  in  thou- 
sands of  dollars  from  the  general  circulation— and  using  collect- 
ive property  to  do  it — and  each  day  those  five  cent  pieces  are 
exchanged  for  the  public’s  “twenties”— and  each  day  the  pub- 
lic’s five  cent  pieces  are  again  taken  in. 

And  so  the  corporation  drag-net  continues  its  unending  ab- 
sorption of  the  circulating  medium,  and  so  the  amount  of  money 
in  circulation  is  continually  kept  at  zero,  and  the  unpatronized 
shop  keepers  wonder  at  the  dullness,  and  marvel  why  people 
do  not  buy.  Some  attribute  the  dullness  to  the  elections,  some 
to  the  Fourth  of  July,  some  to  the  crops,  some  to  the  weather. 
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and  some  to  the  moon.  Scarcely  any  attribute  it  to  the  sim- 
ple, real  cause;  That  the  public  have  no  money. 

If  these  street  car  private  corporations,  using  public  prop- 
erty for  private  interest,  were  to  be  abolished,  and  in  their 
place  the  municipality,  stepping  in  the  direction  of  Socialism 
were  to  own  and  run  these  roads,  a car  absorbing  $50  per  day 
out  of  circulation  would  be  a thing  of  the  past,  and  not  one 
car  would  absorb  one  single  cent  from  circulation,  and  coiild 
be  run  better  and  cheaper  than  ever  before.  The  cars  could 
be  run  at  cost  price,  and  the  fares  reduced  to  the  amount  nec- 
essary to  pay  a good  compensation  to  the  employes,  whose  hours 
could  be  reduced  by  increasing  the  number  of  shifts,  and  thus 
1 educing  the  time  of  these  overworked  men  to  the  very  lowest 
number  of  hours  allowable  at  the  moment.  Thus  the  public 
would  have  cheap  fares  and  the  employes  better  pay  and  hours, 
and  the  shop  keepers  receive  the  benefit  of  the  public’s  loose 
change,  which  would  flow  to  their  stores  in  the  purchasing  of 
vrares.  Let  the  shop  keepers  and  the  employes  we  have  men- 
tioned lend  their  every  aid  to  bring  into  fruition  this  con- 
dition of  affairs  by  spreading  these  truths  through  the  masses. 
But  the  street  cars  are  not  the  only  means  of  the  impoverish- 
ment of  the  multitude  by  drag-netting  the  money  out  of  cir- 
culation. Private  illumination  companies,  and  in  most  munic- 
ipalities private  water  companies,  perform  the  same  function  of 
paralyzing  municipal  business;  and  when  we  examine,  a com- 
uiunity,  and  perceive  the  vast  sums  being  daily  extracted  from 
circulation  by  these  private  controls  and  managements  of  pub- 
lic necessities,  it  is  really  a wonder  that  there  is  money  enough 
remaining  at  any  time  in  circulation  to  perform  the  necessary 
purchasing  and  business  transactions  of  the  people. 

If  all  light,  water,  and  car  departments  of  our  cities  were 
public  properties,  as  their  nature  and  their  urgency  demand 
they  should  be,  and  were  run  upon  the  cost  principle,  extract- 
ing no  more  than  their  real  expenses  demanded,  the  business 
of  every  city  so  protected  would  advance  out  of  this  general 

stagnation. 

But  if  this  is  so  in  regard  to  municipal  affairs,  how  much 
more  so  does  it  apply  to  the  gigantic  land,  water,  oil,  metal,  tel- 
egraph, railroad,  money,  and  other  vast  continental  private 
controls  of  the  country’s  necessities.  In  fact,  society  is  in  a 
tyap— caught  fast  in  the  toils  of  those  who  claim  to  own  its 
necessities.  The  way  out  of  this  rat  trap  is  the  way  we  got  in. 
The  people  got  in  through  entering  the  door  of  private  con- 
trol. They  must  pass  right  back  from  this  private  control, 
back  to  their  natural  collective  rights.  The  way  out  is  easy. 
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All  they  have  got  to  do  is  to  walk  out;  for  nothing  can  stop 
them  if  they  choose  to  walk  out;  and  in  a little  while,  by  the 
signs  on  the  moon,  I am  satisfied  they  will  RUN  out. 

Run  out — from  allowing  a few  individuals  to  run  railroads, 
telegraph,  and  the  money  of  seventy  millions  of  individuals.  Run 
out — from  allowing  the  earnings  of  seventy  millions  of  individu- 
als to  go  into  the  pockets  of  seventy  individuals.  Run  out — from 
allowing  less  than  seventy  individuals  to  run  the  president,  con- 
gress, senate,  conventions,  parties,  literature,  land,  water,  oil, 
gas,  electricity,  railroads,  telegraphs,  ships,  manufacturing, 
trade,  commerce,  banks,  mines,  and  the  entire  dictionary  of 
seventy  millions  of  people. 

I should  think  any  people  WOULD  run  out  from  such  a 
senseless  ape  trap  as  this — run — no,  JUMP — out  of  it! 

As  soon  as  the  people  do  jump  from  under  it,  or  run,  or 
walk,  or  meander,  or  get  from  under  it  by  any  possible  process, 
they  will  behold  an  era  not  equaled  by  the  fancied  future  of 
the  upturned  eye-balls  of  the  heaven-over-there-ist;  they  will 
behold  the  full  richness  and  splendor  of  Socialism,  evolved  by 
the  concerted  action  of  a united  people. 

Let  us  commune  further  upon  this  theme. 

“Can  we  build  national  railroads  with  a system  of  national 
labor  checks? 

“It  is  the  only  process  whereby  you  can  build  a national 
lailroad.  Mexico  endeavored  to  build  a national  railroad  with 
individual  finance.  The  result  was,  she  built  a portion  of  the 
road,  heavily  bonded  to  capitalists,  who  furnished  their  indi- 
vidual gold  for  its  construction.  The  fares  and  freights  are  not, 
therefore,  based  upon  cost,  but  include  a heavy  interest  on  these 
individuars  bonds,  whose  holders  receive  an  immense  revenue 
from  this  ‘national*  road  of  Mexico,  without  trouble  or  cost  to 
themselves,  while  at  the  same  time  the  principal  of  the  debt  re- 
mains, the  amount  of  which  principal  they  will  therefore  draw 
over  and  over  again,  without  decreasing  a cent  of  the  original 
debt;  thus,  in  fact,  virtually  owning  the  road,  which  road,  al- 
though termed  ‘national,*  is  national  only  in  name. 

“To  build  a national  road,  let  our  treasury  issue  national 
labor  certificates  for  labor  received  in  the  construction  of  the 
load.  Then  let  the  treasury  receive  these  certificates  for 
freights  and  fares  along  the  railroad  as  it  extends  its  lines. 

“A  dollar’s  worth  of  freights  or  a dollar’s  worth  of  fares  is 
equal  to  a dollar’s  worth  of  anything,  gold,  silver,  lead,  or  any 
other  metal,  and  would  be  readily  received  anywhere;  and  cer- 
tainly so,  if  made  receivable  by  the  government  for  govern- 
ment dues  of  any  kind,  and  also  made  legal  tender.  These  cer- 
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tificates  in  a brief  period  would  be  received  back  Into  the  treas- 
ury in  payment  for  freights  and  fares,  and  thus  the  national 
railroad  would  in  a short  time  earn  itself,  without  borrowing 
a single  pound  of  gold,  lead,  silver,  tin,  nickel,  or  any  other 
species  of  metal. 

“Thus  you  would  build  a railroad  national  in  deed  as  well 
as  name,  and  you  would  not  attempt,  as  Mexico  has  attempted, 
viz.,  to  build  a house  with  another  man’s  bricks,  upon  another 
man’s  land,  and  then,  having  put  a sign  upon  it.  reading,  ‘This 
is  MY  house,*  proceed  to  pay  him  rent  regularly  every  month 
for  living  in  what  YOU  fondly  IMAGINE  to  be  your  own  house. 

“Would  you  destroy  these  national  labor  certificates  issued 
for  building  the  road  after  they  had  been  received  back  by  the 

government  for  freights  and  fares?’ 

“That  would  be  immaterial.  You  could,  if  you  wished  to 
destroy  a useful  certificate  which  had  built  a railroad  for  you, 
but  if  you  did  not  so  wish,  you  could  again  issue  them  for  the 
construction  of  other  public  necessities  or  institutions,  and  so 
keep  them  being  issued  out  for  labor  and  material,  and  returned 
BACK  to  the  treasury  in  receipt  for  services  rendered  by  these 
institutions  to  individuals.  You  w^ould  then  have  in  these  na- 
tional labor  certificates  a perfect  national  currency,  upon  whose 
current  would  flow%  uninterrupted  and  unimpeded,  the  entiie 
w^ealth  of  the  nation,  natural  and  automatic.** 

“Would  this  also  apply  to  national  telegraphs?*' 

“Whatever  is  truth  applies  .to  the  w^hole.  Truth  is  univer- 
sality. The  national  certificate  of  labor  is  truth,  and  applies  to 
every  part  of  the  nation— builds,  runs,  and  rules  everywhere 
under  civilization  civilized,  or  SOCIALISM.” 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 


ELECTRICITY. 

Electricity,  this  great  agent  of  mind,  this  mightiest  of  ser- 
vants, this  genie  of  a greater  Aladdin’s  lamp,  is  about  supply- 
ing the  race  with  its  inexhaustible  force.  Genius  stands  already 
at  her  fabled  cave  of  mystery  and  liberates  this  long  unknown 
and  unrecognized  power. 

Illumination,  transportation,  telegraphy,  photography,  sur- 
gery»  horticulture,  agriculture,  metallurgy,  and  manufacture 
throb,  pulsate,  gleam,  and  glow  in  this  marvelous  current  of 
existence. 

Electric  science  with  every  step  of  her  discoveries  dissipates 
our  distances  and  lessens  our  hallucination  of  time,  drawing 
men  closer  and  closer  in  the  physical,  and  suggesting  affinitiza- 
tion  in  the  spiritual.  Where  ponderous,  ear-rending  mechanism 
pounded  the  rocks  to  release  the  metal,  she,  with  her  irresistible 
yet  unseen  current  instantaneously  separates  the  ore.  Where 
the  smut-begrimmed  engineer  seized  the  heavy  throttle,  she 
but  softly  touches  a tiny  button,  and  the  heavy  steed  of  steel 
receives  its  life,  not  from  a smoking,  hissing,  fussing  steam,  but 
from  a noiseless,  silent  energy.  And  yet  this  strange  power, 
that  has  taken  its  place  at  the  head  of  all  known  forces,  which, 
without  fuel  or  expense,  hies  with  its  burdens  swifter  than  a 
bird’s  flight;  this  last  and  greatest  progeny  of  thought;  this 
seventh  daughter  of  science,  which  dips  her  wand  down  into  the 
impossible  and  presents  miracles  until  miracles  become  common 
— will  yet  outstrip  her  past  achievements.  Your  ponderous  ext- 
gines  will  fade  away,  unnecessitated  by  her  disintegrations  and 
reafflnitizations.  Your  barren  rocks  will  change  into  most 
precious  things;  agriculture  shall  cease — for  the  earth  shall  blos- 
som at  her  touch;  manufacture  she  wnll  render  automatic;  and 
your  web  she  will  shuttle  in  the  silent  loom  of  her  mysteries, 
unwet  by  the  tears  of  an  imprisoned  childhood,  unmoistened 
by  the  tears  of  a slave.  Heaven  bless  her  footsteps:  She  comes 

to  relieve  from  pain — latest  born  handmaid  of  liberty! 

And  to  think.  O brothers  and  sisters,  that  this  power,  bound- 
less as  the  depths,  and  universal  as  heaven’s  own  love,  to  re- 
lieve the  oppressed  of  earth — that  it,  too,  is  to  be  the  tool  of 
flat-foreheaded  individualism — to  think  that  individualism  pro- 
poses to  bottle  it  up  in  illumination,  telegraphy,  transportation, 
and  every  other  expression  of  itself,  for  individual  profit,  and 
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sell  it  out  as  it  once  sold  man  upon  the  block,  until  the  march 
of  the  nation’s  battalions  cried,  “Stop!” 

And  so  shall  it  be  with  electricity.  We  shall  yet  place  it 
above  the  plane  of  “profit,”high  upon  the  plane  of  justice,  w'here 
it  shall  not  be  for  the  egotistical  enrichment  and  glory  of  the 
few,  but  for  the  welfare  of  the  nation’s  millions.  For  in  and  of 
itself  its  character  is  so  superlatively  grand  in  process  and  ex- 
pression that  it  is  of  the  universal,  and  comes  upon  the  theater 
of  action  simultaneous  with  Socialism,  and  Socialism  shall  yet 
administer  upon  this  most  socialistic  of  the  sciences  and  extend 
the  benefits  of  its  applications  and  products  to  me  proprietor- 
ship of  all  and  the  exclusion  of  none. 

The  great  public  institutions  to  which  this  power  is  now 
applied  are  socialistic  in  every  feature,  are  socialistic  in  every 
use  and  nature,  and  even  as  they  stand  today  could  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  government  control  and  suffer  not  the  slightest 
jar  in  the  machinery  or  economy  of  the  present  arrangement. 
They  would  run  under  government  control  more  smoothly  than 
under  individual,  and  receive  a greater  sustenance  through  out 
unitized  wealth  than  they  now  receive  from  private  monopoly. 

And  this  MUST  BE,  if  individual  liberty  or  collective  liberty, 
is  to  longer  prevail.  For  if  profit,  with  its  single-visioned 
prayer,  is  to  be  allowed  to  bend  even  the  lightnings  to  its  lust, 
it  will  then  wield  a weapon  such  as  tyrants  never  scourged  hu- 
manity with  before,  and  such  as  humanity,  after  having  once 
allowed  it  to  control,  will  find  itself  unable  to  resist,  and  history 
will  again  repeat  the  story  of  a people  lost  upon  the  shores  of  a 
sea,  and  existence  again  have  to  wait  until  love  brings  forth  an- 
other race,  and  cries  unto  wisdom.  “Try  again.” 


II 

II 


V 


n 


114 


CIVILIZATION  CIVII.IZED. 


i 

r 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 


HOW  SHALL  WE  BECOME  SOCIALIZED? 

The  first  thing  is,  the  education  of  the  people  up  to  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  principle  and  the  truths  of  co-operation  the 
understanding  of  the  whole,  the  comprehnsion  of  the  function 
of  the  parts,  and  the  function  of  the  parts  correlated  as  one; 
that  the  function  of  the  parts  is  to  produce;  of  the  whole,  to  di- 
rect. When  THEY,  the  people,  discern  that  they  are  not  going 
to  he  hurt,  hut  benefited,  when  THEY  perceive  that  THEY  are 
going  to  get  justice,  then  their  mind  opens  to  the  search  of  ways 
and  means  to  accomplish  the  idea.  Now,  then,  for  this  educa- 
tion we  have  the  public  press,  we  have  literature,  and  public 
meetings;  and  for  the  ways  and  means  of  putting  nationaliza- 
tion into  practice,  we  have  the  public  ballot. 

We  need  to  determine  the  first  point  of  attack  upon  the  ene- 
my’s works.  Any  general  would,  of  course,  determine  a CER- 
TAIN point,  yet,  nevertheless,  he  would  be  open  to  change  that 
point  of  attack  if  circumstances  altered  the  case.  The  individ- 
ual control  of  gold  and  silver  today  is  the  center  of  the  enemy, 
because  gold  and  silver  control  the  life-blood,  or  the  exchange 
principle,  of  the  nation.  Anything  in  that  direction,  therefore, 
meets  with  the  most  vehement  individual  defense,  supported 
by  an  innumerable  soldiery  of  ignorant  infatuitlsts,  who  suffer, 

yet  who  would  die  for  what  they  suffer  for?  Therefore  let  us  move 

on  some  more  popular  point  of  action.  The  railroads  and  tele- 
graph systems  are  the  first  great  points  upon  which  we  must 
concentrate  our  full  strength.  They  must  be  Socialized 

The  features  common  to  transportation  and  the  administra- 
tion of  its  departments  naturally  quicken  public  understand- 
ing; the  plain  and  simple  character  of  their  vast  operations 
ever  presents  a public  study— and  even  so  with  telegraphy  as 
with  transportation.  Let  us  send  our  increasing  legions  there. 
Let  our  apostles  harp  and  harp  on  the  socialization  of  railroads 
and  telegraphs;  let  us  elect  Socialists  to  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tion, constituted  as  it  is  to  advocate  and  introduce  measures 
therefor.  Let  us  reveal  to  the  many  the  vast  openings  for  labor 
in  the  national  inauguration  of  national  trunk  lines  from  ocean 
to  ocean— the  engagement  of  engineers,  the  employment  of  sur- 
vevors,  the  setting  to  work  of  every  idle  man  at  living  rates 
building  the  road.  Let  us  enlist  commercial  communities  m 
the  general  advantage  consequent  on  the  increased  employment 
of  labor,  and  the  increased  advantage  to  their  several  cities. 
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Let  the  first  national  road  be  as  superior  to  anything  of  the 
old-fashioned,  little,  present  individual  institutions  as  the  whole 
is  to  the  part.  We  ought  to  have  a national  railroad  from  New 
York  to  San  Francisco,  taking  freights  and  fares  at  cost  price, 
with  the  wealth  of  the  road  running  into  the  pockets  of  those 
who  employ  the  road  and  those  who  perform  the  labor  on  the 
road,  and  not,  as  it  is  now,  running  into  Individual  bank 
bank  accounts.  Apply  the  same  tactics  to  the  telegraphs.  Truth 
must  prevail.  The  people  will  soon  perceive  the  Idea. 

We  must  not  propose  to  buy  any  existing  Individual  road. 
WE  MUST  PROPOSE  TO  SET  THE  IDLE  MILLIONS  TO 
WORK  building  a superior  road  of  their  own.  We  will  get  one 
or  two  Socialists  elected  to  congress;  we  so  far  will  have  done 
nothing  as  yet,  but  merely  started.  Soon  we  will  get  two,  three, 
and  scores  of  Socialists  in  congress.  We  must  not  abuse  them 
if  they  are  unable  to  do  what  they  cannot.  We  will  keep  on, 
and  as  the  multitude  awaken  to  the  truth,  lo,  we  shall  have  con- 
gress! In  the  meantime,  let  the  present  postollice  and  other 
public  employes  be  inoculated  with  Socialism,  our  elixir  of  na- 
tional life.  THEY  are  now  undergoing  an  object-lesson  and  are 
ready  to  receive  the  light.  Stand  against  any  more  use  of  our 
public  thoroughfares  for  private  profit.  Stand  against  any  re- 
grant of  raiiroa'd,  or  illumination,  or  water,  or  any  other  fran- 
chise, to  private  individuals.  Demand  that  the  nation  shall  So- 
cialize money.  Reveal  to  the  citizen  that  seventy  miilions  of 
people  with  their  total  wealth  is  better  and  safer  to  make  a 
deposit  with  than  an  individual.  Open  the  bank  of  society, 
wherein  you  can  transact  business  one  day  and  not  the  next  day 
find  your  bank  suspended.  The  Nation  stays,  and  is  always  at 
home;  is  the  oldest,  the  most  reliable,  and  wealthiest  citizen; 
and  the  only  person  we  should  bank  with. 

When  we  have  socialized  the  railroads  and  the  telegraphs, 
we  will  have  also  socialized  our  finance;  for  you  cannot  build  a 
PUBLIC  institution  on  borrowed  or  PRIVATE  capital.  You  can 
BUILD  the  institution,  but  you  will  find  that  the  private  capital 
with  which  it  was  built  has  a death-grip  upon  it;  that  you  are 
no  better  off  than  renting  a private  structure;  that  you  have 
changed  rent  into  interest,  and  imagine  yourself  free;  that  you 
have  painted  your  house  a new  color,  changed  Its  number,  and 
imagine  that  you  have  moved.  No;  to  build  a building  of  your 
own,  you  must  build  it  with  and  out  of  your  own  material.  For 
society  to  build  its  own  railroads  and  its  own  telegraphs,  it  will 
have  to  build  them  with  its  own  money;  will  have  to  build  these 
national  institutions  with  the  national  labor  certificate  issued  for 
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labor  and  material,  and  received  back  again  In  freights,  fares. 

and  telegraph  rates. 

Thus  when  we  have  social  railroads  and  telegraphs  we  will 
have  the  national  certificate  and  the  real  national  bank.  The  re 
mainder  will  be  down  hill  running;  the  first,  up-grade.  The  re- 
mainder will  reveal  individualism  on  the  stampede.  All  water 
companies,  light  companies,  and  such  will  circle  into  the  vor- 
tex Street-cars  wiil  become,  first,  municipal,  then  na^mn  . 
The  grain  of  the  country,  as  the  railroads  are  socialized,  will  oe 
handled  and  warehoused  in  the  national  warehouses.  Socialism 
will  then  have  behind  it  a force  of  two  miliion  of  the  ’ 

best-fed,  best-clad,  best-housed,  and  best-evoluted 
sun  ever  looked  and  smiled  upon.  The  socialization  of  the  rail- 
roads, the  telegraphs,  and  the  banks  will  give  us  this  army.  An 
nothing  can  withstand  a well  paid,  fed  clad,  and  treated  soldier.. , 
with  superior  intelligence  in  their  heads  and  superior  love  in 
their  hearts.  There  is  nothing  in  the  world  that  can  resis  s 
an  army  today.  With  this  grand  national  guard  we  wo^ild  per- 
form the  last  cope  d’etat,  and  the  land,  and  the  a^r,  ^ 

would  be  declared  the  republic’s.  Then  up  would  go  the  palaces. 

and  into  the  palaces  would  enter  THE  PEOPLE! 

The  plan  of  our  attack  must  be  TO  SET  THE  PEOPLE  TO 
WORK-thus  secure  an  army  of  the  national  employed,  and  pro- 
ceed upon  the  enemy’s  works.  The  building  of  national  ran- 
roads  will  benefit  the  individual;  the  building  of  the  national  tel- 

graphs  will  benefit  the  individual;  the estabUshing  of  the  natmna^ 

labor  bank  will  benefit  the  individual.  Reveal  these  benefit, 
these  individuals,  and  that  forms  your  recruiting  policy. 
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COULD  MONEY  BE  ABOLISHED'.’ 

Could  money  be  abolished  altogether,  and  society  do  with- 

out  it?  ^ X 

If  society  were  to  reach  an  altitude  of  moral  understanding 

whereby  its  members  perfectly  recognized  that  their  own  eleva- 
tion in  reality  e.xclusively  depended  upon  their  Individual  effort 
to  elevate  society;  that  such  effort  singly  and  alone  builds  up 
and  enriches  the  individual-first,  in  broadening  and  deepening 
his  spiritual  nature;  second,  in  raising  and  enriching  the  nec- 
essary societary  environments;  that  only  through  these  two 
mentioned  mediums  can  the  mind  and  body  of  any  person  ex- 
pand unto  real  happiness,  wealth,  or  power  here  or  elsewhere- 
then  a society  composed  of  persons  having  reached  such  alti- 
tude of  understanding  and  such  morality  would  have  no  use  tor 
money  or  proportionalizing  principle  in  order  to  apportion  their 
general  wealth.  Each  peson  of  such  community  would  find  his 
labor  a labor  of  love,  and  would  feel  just  as  a mother  now  feels 
in  her  effort  for  a dearly  beloved  child.  This  sentiment  in- 
spiring the  effort  of  all.  each  pouring  out  his  best  energy  every- 
where for  the  general  wealth,  the  general  wealth  would  soon 
reach  unparalleled  proportions,  and  the  pro  rata  of  each  would 
become  more  than  the  boasted  individualistic  fortunes  of  ancient 
or  modern  millionaire.  Then  the  situation  would  become  re- 
versed; and  as  you  have  beheld  brothers  or  friends  striving  to 
see  who  would  first  pay  each  other’s  fare  upon  the  cars.  3’ou 
would  then  behold  the  dominant  aim  of  man  to  be  to  see  who 
would  give  the  most  to  a brother,  nor,  as  now,  who  will  take 
the  most  from  a brother.  Then  each  person  would  have 
the  entire  wealth  of  society  at  his  back,  and  the  general  wealth 
being  so  tremendous,  none  would  want  for  aught.  Thus,  in  such 
state,  all  distributing  or  apportionalizing  mediums  would  be  su- 
perfluous, and  money  would  cease  its  existence.  But  this  would 
be  a reign  of  love.  And  man  must  pass  through  a reign  of  jus- 
tice previous  to  this— a school  of  commercial  truth— a state 
which  he  has  never  yet  passed  through,  or  he  would  now  be  en- 
joying the  plane  of  affairs  we  have  above  described. 

Justice  is  as  a vestibule  to  the  temple  of  love— love’s  previous 
condition.  WE  MUST  FIRST  ESTABLISH  A JUST  PROPOR- 
TIONALIZING MEDIUM.  WHEREBY  EACH  MEMBER  OF  SO- 
CIETY WILL  RECEIVE  A VOUCHER  FROM  SOCIETY  RE- 
COGNIZING AND  DECLARING  THE  JUST  DEGREE  OR  PRO- 
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PORTION  OF  THE  GENERAI.  WEALTH  WHICH  THE  HOLD- 
ERS ARE  ENTITLED  TO  ACCORDING  TO  THE  KXA.C1 
EFFORT  THEY  HAVE  INDIVID UAI.LY  PQT  FORTH.  This 
establishes  a just  state  of  exchange,  and  through  this  just  state 
man  will  take  on  that  higher  justice  called  love,  to  which  lustice 
finally  becomes  barbarous  in  comparison.  Then  the^  abolition 
of  money  will  become  a positively  established  fact;  for  it  will 
then  be  established  at  the  center,  or  in  the  mind  of  every  indi- 
vidual. Then  the  general  wealth  will  remain  general.  For 
then,  society  will  have  educated  itself  up  to  justice  through  a 
just  money;  and  once  educated  up  to  justice.  It  will  have  no 
further  use  for  its  educational  instrument,  “money,  which, 
like  a book  once  learned,  will  then  be  laid  aside. 

Thus  the  socializing  of  money  will  prepare  the  necessary  con- 
dition of  society  whereby  money  will  be  ultimately  abolished— 
a condition  impossible  without  the  previous  establishment  of  a 
Socialistic  form  of  exchange. 

Today  we  find  that  those  who  produce  the  wealth  are  with- 
out the  wealth.  This  state  of  affairs  could  not  exist  save  through 
the  present  capitalistic  form  of  money,  whereby  labor  is  given  a 
few  worthless  pieces  of  shining  metals  for  all  the  vast  wealth 
which  it  creates.  It  is  the  savage  and  the  glass  beads  over  again, 
and  it  is  the  modern  savage  standing  bereft  of  his  birthright 

through  an  unjust  exchange  over  again. 

It  is  man  that  gives  gold  and  silver  THEIR  VALUE  hy 
HIS  USE  of  them;  the  more  he  uses  them  the  more  their  value. 
The  use  of  gold  and  silver  as  an  exchange  medium  by  man  is 
the  reason  of  their  present  value;  if  man  were  to  cease  this  use, 
and  the  government  labor  certificate  was  to  replace  the  gok, 
and  silver  money  of  capital— 0 what  a change!  Gold  and  silver 
would  fall  to  their  commodity  value— about  one  hundredth  o 
their  present  price.  So  the  savage  gave  the  worthless  beads 
value  (a  value  which  existed  merely  in  his  innocent  enrapture 
over  their  glitter,  glow,  and  color,— which  glitter,  glow,  and 
color  cost  him  his  broad  acres,  and  sent  him  forth  homeless) 
so  we,  too,  poor  savages,  child-like,  exchange  our  wealth  for  the 
glitter  and  glow  of  metals,  and  find  ourselves  homeless  as  our 

brother  savages  of  the  beads. 

This  present  system  of  money,  which  takes  the  broad  acres 
of  the  red  savages  and  the  broad  wealth  of  the  white  and  the 
black— this  exchange  of  shining  beaus  and  metals  for  so  la 
wealth  and  labor— is  what  we  term  an  unjust  system  of  ex- 
change. But  a system  of  exchange  whereby  hour  is  exchanged 
for  hour,  equivalent  for  equivalent,  where  beads  nor  metals 
cannot  rob  us  unsophisticated  Indians,  but  are  replaced  by  an 
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honest  instrument  through  which  an  unfair  advantage  cannot 
IZeU  is  what  we  term  a just  system  of  exchange,  and  which 
we  will  analyze  and  fully  explain  later-a 

comprehend  in  order  to  bring  about  a means  WHF^^\ , UN 
DER  our  present  FORM  OF  AFFAIRS,  WITHOUT  O^Fa  - 
?SNmCi  SOCIETY,  WITHOUT  ROUT,  DISTURBANCE  OR 
REVOLUTION,  BUT  AS  CALMLY  AND  AS  PEACEFULLY  A„. 
THE  PLANT  UNFOLDS  TO  TREE,  THESE  PRESENT 
TUTIONS  CAN  EACH  ONE  BE  EVOLUTED  INTO  SOCIALIb-  ; 
if  capitalism  will  allow  it-if  not,  then  it  will  come  through 

^^^°And°  after  the  revolution,  and  we  live  in  the  Social  Republic. 
Then  labor  will  have  the  money  of  labor  based  on  labor  am. 
the  injustice  to  labor  will  be  ended-but  until  then,  there  is  work 
-work  to  be  done,  and  a cause  to  be  won-the  cause  of  So- 

cialism. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 


THE  VAGABONDS. 


A TALE 

Revealing  the  Instruments  through  which  l,he  government  may 
be  transformed  from  Capitalism  to  Socialism. 

The  seed  we  do  sow 
Will  flourish  and  grow, 

Though  falsehood  and  tempest  pursue; 

And  Time  shall  undo 
The  false  and  untrue; 

And  Truth,  like  a star 
Through  mists  and  the  dew, 

Will  light  up  the  darkness  below. 

The  Homeless,  Houseless  Vagabonds- -The  Sage — The  Man  with 

the  Hooked  Nose— The  Man  with  the  Fat  Pannch— The 
Tramp  Murderers — The  Riot — The  People — The 
Remedy — The  New  Civilization. 

They  were  tramps. 

They  met  upon  the  dusty  road,  beneath  a willow  whose 
branches  shaded  the  silvery  waters  of  a spring. 

They  stood-  a weaver,  tailor,  hatter,  shoemaker,  and  car- 
penter. 

In  the  hollow  of  their  j^alms  they  gathered  up  the  waters  to 
quench  their  thirst— then  drank  again  to  quench  their  hunger. 

Then  spake  the  weaver,  saying:  — 

“Friends,  you  are  ragged.  My  brother  the  tailor  and  I 
weave  cloth  and  make  garments.  We  have  traveled  one  thou- 
sand miles  seeking  a chance  to  weave  and  sew.  You  want 
clothes.  We  want  to  make  clothes.  What  prevents  us  from  cov- 
ering you  with  linen  and  broadcloth?” 

His  hearers  answered  not,  but  gazed  upon  the  sun,  the  wa- 
ters, and  the  land. 

They  thought  in  silence;  — 

“We  are  ragged.  This  weaver  and  this  tailor  w^ould  like  an 
opportunity  to  clothe  us,  yet  cannot.  What  is  the  matter? 

Then  spake  the  shoemaker,  saying:  — 

“Gentlemen,  your  unprotected  feet  are  bruised  and  soiled 
from  contact  with  the  roads.  I am  a shoemaker.  I have  trav- 
eled one  thousand  miles  seeking  a chance  to  make  snoes  for 
somebody.  You  w^ant  shoes.  I want  to  make  shoes.  What  pre- 
vents me  from  making  and  you  from  having?” 
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THE  VAGABONDS. 

They  answered  not,  but  again  they  thought; — 

“We  are  shoeless.  This  shoemaker  would  make  shoes  for 
us.  What  prevents  him?  What  is  the  matter?” 

Then  spake  the  hatter: — 

“Gentlemen,  you  are  without  hats.  I have  traveled  one 
thousand  miles  to  get  a chance  to  make  hats.  You  want  batS.  I 
want  to  make  hats.  What  prevents  me  from  making  and  you 

from  having?” 

With  their  idle  palms  they  shaded  their  eyes  from  the  noon- 
day sun,  and  answered  not,  but  thought:  — 

“What  is  the  matter?” 

Then  spake  the  carpenter,  saying:  — 

“Gentlemen,  you  are  houseless.  No  roof  protects  you.  Vou 
sleep  upon  the  roads  or  in  the  fields.  I am  a carpeniei.  I have 
traveled  one  thousand  miles  seeking  a chance  to  build  houses. 
You  want  houses.  1 want  to  build  houses.  Wnat  prevents  me 
from  building  and  you  from  having?’' 

They  marveled  much;  then  slowly  answered. 

“Yes,  but  to  build  houses  you  need  the  necessary  mriterials, 

You  have  them  not,  neither  have  we.” 

“Materials?  Gentlemen,  did  you  say  you  needed  materials-” 
inquired  a merchant,  who,  in  passing,  had  heard  the  remark. 
“I  am  a merchant,  I have  materials  of  every  nature  for  building 
and  manufacture.  If  T do  not  find  a market  erelong,  I shall  be 
ruined.  The  times  are  hard.  Several  large  firms  have  failed. 
It  seems  as  though  no  one  needed  materials  for  shoemabing, 
hat-making,  clothing  or  building.  I am  delighted  to  find  that 
at  least  you  need  them.  Come,  give  me  your  order  immediately.” 
They  shook  their  heads  and  answered:  — 

“Nay.  Though  we  need  your  materials,  and  you  need  to 
supply  us,  neither  can  be  of  advantage  to  the  other.” 

The  shoemaker  gazed  at  his  ragged  coat,  the  tailor  at  his 

broken  shoes. 

A person  approached.  His  features  w^ere  darkly  browned 
with  out-door  toil;  he  wore  a kindly  and  intelligent  expression. 
He  addressed  the  gathering,  saying:— 

“Brothers,  do  you  not  hunger?” 

They  answered: — 

“Several  have  not  tasted  food  since  yesterday.  But  why 
do  you  ask?” 

“Because  in  yonder  granary  1 have  grain;  in  my  orchard, 
luscious  fruits;  in  ray  cellar,  cool,  delicious  creams.  I am  anx- 
iously seeking  whoeA'^er  need  these  sweet  necessities  of  life. 

They  answered: — 

“Y"ou  anxiously  seek;  we  seek  more  anxiously.  Yet  had  you 
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ten  thousands  times  as  much,  and  were  we,  who  need,  ten  thou- 
sand times  as  many,  your  grain  must  mildew,  your  fruit  must 
rot,  your  cream  must  mold,  and  we  who  need  must  need. 

“What!”  exclaimed  the  farmer,  “can  you  not  take  from  off  ^ 

, my  hands  this  year’s  produce?  I shall  he  ruined.  My  barn  and 

t house  need  repairing.  Myself  and  family  need  clothes,  shoes, 

, and  other  necessities.  I am  in  debt  and  mortgaged.  I SHAl.L 

LOSE  MY  HOME.  You  say  you  hunger— the  world  hungers. 

Why  should  the  world  hunger  and  my  produce  roi— making  me, 

the  producer  of  wealth,  a pauper?” 

“Indeed,  these  are  strange  times,”  said  the  merchant, 

“Each  possesses  the  other’s  want;  and  although  we  are  all  in 
possession  of  all,  we  are  all  in  want  of  all.  What  is  the  matter?” 

By  this  time  a vast  concourse  had  gathered;  among  them 
men  and  women  of  every, clime  and  nationality.  Some  were 
1 ragged  and  of  soiled  garments;  others  of  better  form  of  dress; 

many  appeared  as  people  who  had  followed  the  piofessions  for 
a livelihood.  All  alike  bore  sorrowful  countenances,  and 
seemed  weary  and  worn.  Presently  a person  of  thoughtful  ex- 
pression addressed  the  multitude  saying:  “Yes,  comrades,  ve 

have  everything  in  this  fair  land,  and  yet  today,  how  many  of  us 
have  traveled  foot-sore  and  weary?  I am  a civil  engineer.  I 
have  here  the  plans  and  details  of  a railroad.  My  friend  here,” 

' and  he  pointed  to  a young  man  beside  him,  “is  a surveyor  who  ^ 

. would  like  to  survey  the  lines  for  its  construction.  Materials 

are  everywhere  in  abundance,  and  you  here  possess  the  skill  and 
strength  to  complete  and  operate  the  road.  I understand  that 
there  are  many  here  who  seek  such  employment,  and  1 am  sure 
that  there  are  many  of  you  who  understand  the  several  branches 
of  railroad  and  telegraph  construction,  and  who  would  like  to 
carry  out  these  plans  and  surveys,  and  set  to  work  immediately 
building  the  grandest  system  of  railways  and  telegraphs  the 
world  has  yet  known.  Now,  then,  railroads  being  In  demand, 

here  is  the  opportunity.” 

' Immediately  an  immense  tumult  arose,  and  the  gntheiine, 

i which  had  now  swelled  into  a countless  sea  of  people,  swayed  as  a 

storm  at  sea,  aud  amid  the  uproar  you  could  hear  the  words 
! “I  understand  the  business;”  “I  understand  the  work, 

“Hire  me”;  “Engage  me;”  "Give  me  work”;  “Give  me  a con- 
tract;” and  the  immense  throng  crushed  around  the  engineer. 

Waving  his  hand  in  token  of  silence,  the  loud  clamors  sub- 
sided, and  he  said:—  4« 

“Nay,  good  people.  I myself  am  seeking  an  engagement  or  y 

contract.  This  being  a grand  opportunity  to  build  a railroad, 

I material  and  labor  plenty,  and  railroads  in  demand,  I thought 
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there  might  be  some  one  in  this  vast  number  to  employ  me.” 

“Bah!”  they  cried,  and  with  threatening  scowls,  drew  away 

from  him  as  he  replied: — 

“How  can  I hire  people  to  build  a railroad?  Don 

ceive  I am  as  insolvent  as  the  old  tramp  over  there?  an  e 
pointed  to  a mass  of  dilapidation-“as  these  well-dressed  indi- 
viduals like  myself.  OUR  wealth  is  confined  solely  to  om-  ap- 
pearance. Is  there  no  one  here,  then,  vho  can  engage  my  rien 

the  surveyor  and  me?” 

Then  there  arose  a loud  laugh  of  derision,  and  an  editor, 
whose  paper  had  failed  because  his  patrons  were  unable  to  pay, 
and  one  w'ho  wrote  MUCH  on  such  questions,  said:  My  friend, 

you  are  looking  for  capital.  Capital  builds  railroads,  not  ^ labor. 
We  represent  labor.  We  can  do  nothing  in  the  premises 

“Yes  ” remarked  an  electrician  who  thoroughtly  understood 
telegraphy  and  its  several  associated  branches,  T am  here  t . e 
same  as  you  all-tied  up  for  the  want  of  something  to  do  It 
appears  to  me  if  we  were  all  set  to  work  right  here 
we  would  soon  have  each  other  supplied,  and  it  would  not  take 
quarter  of  our  time  to  do  it.  either.  But  we  cannot.  It  is  out 
of  the  question,  for  we  have  everything  to  do  it  with  but  one 

thing,  and  that  thing  is—” 

“Capital!”  interrupted  a thousand  throats. 

And  the  electrician  continued:  “Ay,  indeed, 

strange  times.  EACH  POSSESSES  THE  OTHER  S WANTS 
and  although  we  are  IN  POSSESSION  OF  ALL,  - 
ARE  ALL  IN  WANT  OP  ALL.  You  say  we  only  need  capital. 

What  is  capital?” 

Then  from  the  vast  concourse  went  up  the  word: 

**lVtonev^  ** 

“Ah  ” they  exclaimed,  “if  we  had  MONEY!  Then  we  could 
purchase  the  farmer’s  food  and  the  merchant’s  materials  while 
fn  turn  they  could  purchase  our  manufacture.  Thus  could  each 
exchange  labor  for  labor,  bringing  plenty  and  happiness  to  aU. 

Zneyr  interrogated  the  farmer.  "What  is  MONF.r  that 
IT  Should  stand  between  starvation  and  food,  labor  and  wealth, 

humanity  and  happiness!” 

“Ay,  what  is  money  that  it  should  be  your  Ido  . g 
added  a voice  beside  them. 

“Money?  poor  metal  worshippers;  what  is  money.  Kno 
then  O slaves!  you  have  chiseled  an  idol  from  out  the  rocks 
and,’kneellng  before  it.  have  proclaimed  it  money!  Victims  of 
a metallic  superstition!  What  has  gold  or  silver  more  to  do 
with  you  than  other  substances?  As  your  deluded  sires  believed 
in  the  divinity  of  kings,  even  so  you,  their  sons,  do  now  believe 
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in  a divinity  of  metals.  Here  you  stand,  possessing  all  and 
everything  necessary  to  your  life  and  comfort;  yet  you  stand 
idle,  perishing,  famishing — and  for  what?  Nothing,  save  a rule 
or  measure  to  measure  the  excnange  of  your  labors.  This  meas- 
ure is  but  a scale  which  you  have  termed  ‘mills,  cents,  dimes, 
and  dollars.’  You  will  not  stamp  this  rule  or  scale  upon  some 
suitable  material  on  hand,  but,  like  a carpenter  insane,  you  cry: 

‘I  have  the  materials  and  skill  to  build  me  a house,  and  need  me  a 
rule  to  work  by;  but  I will  fashion  my  rule  on  gold  and  silver, 
or  else  not  build  at  all.*  And  thus  you  bond  your  land,  your  life, 
your  child  unborn,  unto  some  capitalist  for  his  metal's  loan, 
and  build  a house,  not  for  yourself,  but  for  the  capitalist.” 

The  vagabonds  listened  to  this  strange  utterance  with  as- 
tonishment It  seemed  to  them  blasphemous.  Thej'  shrank 
away  from  the  stranger  with  dislike  and  fear.  He  had  denounced 
gold  and  accused  them  of  superstition.  They  answered:  — 

“Nay.  We  worship  not  the  metal.  Money  Is  the  great  ne- 
cessity. We  stamp  and  base  our  money  upon  gold  and  silver 
only,  simply  because  they  are  the  scarcest  and  therefore  the  most 
precious  of  metals.” 

“If  money  is  a NECESSITY,  and  gold  and  silver  ar^^  SCARC- 
ITIES, then  gold  and  silver  are  unfiited  for  money;  for  that 
which  is  necessary  should  never  be  confined  unto  that  which  is 
scarce.”  was  the  answer. 

“The  fool  would  have  us  work  FOR  A PIECE  OF  PAPER,” 
said  one.  “Would  pay  for  our  labor  with  paper  instead  of 
money,”  said  another. 

They  laughed,  and  with  derision  asked:  — 

“Would  you  have  us  labor  and  receive  a piece  of  paper  in 

payment?” 

“Yet  you  labor  and  receive  a piece  of  metal  in  payment,” 
suggested  the  stranger. 

“But  what  would  redeem  a paper  money?”  they  asked. 

“What  now  redeems  yourgold  and  silver?” was  the  rejoii  der. 

They  answered  not. 

“Is  it  not  labor?”  w^as  the  suggestion. 

“Yes,”  they  answered. 

“Then,  since  it  is  labor  which  redeems  all  money,  labor 
should  be  the  basis  of  all  money.  You  should  change  this  golden 
rule  for  a LABOR  RULE.** 

“Ah!  but  the  metals  pay  us.  and  paper  would  not.** 

“Money  never  pays  you;  it  is  but  the  representative,  not  the 
pay.  You  are  never  paid  until  you  receive  a full  equivalent 
wealth  for  the  wealth  you  have  given.  IT  13  THIS  DE- 
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UJSION  THAT  MONEY  PAYS  YOU  BY  WHICH  YOU  ARE 

““4™  we  must  have  a value  to  measure  values.  A dollar 
.oust  be  stamped  on  some  material  worth  a dollar,  or  otUer  v.se 

how  could  it  be  a dollar?  ...  ^ rvf 

‘Would  the  carpenter’s  rule  be  more  a rule  if  made  of  =.old, 

or  less  a rule  if  made  of  some  cheaper  material?” 

They  answered  not. 

“Would  the  merchant’s  scales  weigh  better,  or  P - 

or  quart  pots  measure  better,  if  made  of  gold  or  silver: 

-"t°this  measure  he  stamped  on  gold  or  silver 

only?” 

They  answered  not.  4.^  *>,0 

“Why  should  the  carpenters  rule  he  equal  in  value 

house  erected  by  its  scale? 

Thev  answered  not.  ^ . . 

■•Why  should  the  material  out  of  which  the 
made  be  equal  in  value  to  the  fluid  measured,  or  declare  -t  not 

quart  pot?** 

-rtarwTsWper  you  are  mad.  Money  shonld  be  ,be  mere 
tool  of  manhood  and  v.rt.,e.  Behold,  yon  have  mads  manhood 

and  virtue  the  tools  of  money. 

“How  have  you  done  this?”  they  inquired. 

The  sage  turned,  and  with  a gesture,  pointed  to  ^he  ro 
There  before  them,  stood  a gorgeous  equipage,  diavn  by  a spar 
of  shin!;it  well-fed  steeds,  radiant  in  gold  and  silver  trapping^ 
Upon  the  front  and  rear  of  the  affair  sat  a driver  . 

dL  in  liverv.  Reclining  upon  luxurious  cushions  lollen  a f - 

peonage  clad  in  linen  and  broadcloth. 

Ltures  of  this  person  were  a nose  hooked  like  a bir.  . f prey 
and  two  little  eyes  that  looked  out  at  the  tramps  like  ti.c 
spiders.  Turning  to  the  vagabonds,  the  sage  cried  aloud. - 
“Behold!  the  high-priest  of  your  metallic  superstition. 

The  vagabonds  no  sooner  beheld  this  person  than  tho^ 
bowed  low  and  reverently  for  they  perceived  him  to  he  a rUt  n of 
great  responsibility  and  influence;  in  fact,  a central  pilUi  Oh 

society,  religion,  order,  and  law. 

■■Gentlemen,”  said  thla  person  softly,  “1  think  I h«r  y 

mention  money?  Yon  must  work  to  get  money.  Why  don  t you 

work?” 

They  lowered  their  eyes,  and  answered. 

“We  have  traveled,  sir,  one  thousand  miles  in  search  of  em- 
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‘*Ah!  Wliat  a great  thing  is  xny  gold  and  silver!  You  see 
you  starve  without  it.  It  feeds,  clothes,  and  gives  yoti  a place 
to  sleep.” 


“Nay!”  rejoined  the  sage.  "Your  gold  and  silver  give  these 
people  nothing,  though  they  give  you  everything.  All  they  need 
is  NATIONAL  LABOR  CURRENCY — a measure  to  measure  the 
exchange  of  their  labors.  Were  they  to  stamp  that  measure  upon, 
THEIR  OWN  PAPER,  instead  of  upon  YOUR  GOLD  AND  SIL- 
VER, your  paper  bonds  and  mortgages  would  become  but  mem- 
ories of  a past  savagery.  They  would  then  labor  for  themselves, 
and  not,  as  they  do  now,  for  you  through  your  metals.” 

“Gentlemen!”  cried  the  man  with  the  hooked  nose,  “this 
fellow  who  has  just  spoken  is  stark  crazy.  Such  fellows  are  up- 
setting Russia,  Germany,  and  Spain,  and  are  trying  to  blow  up 
the  landlords  of  Ireland.  He  is  against  capital,  my  friends!  Why, 
if  you  listen  to  him,  you  will  soon  lose  respect  for  the  sacred 
institutions  of  your  great-grandfathers.  He  is  a nihilist,  a com- 
munist. a Socialist,  a fenian,  a woman-rightist,  a land-leaguer, 
an  abolitionist,  a free-thinker! 

The  tramps  shrank  away  from  the  sage;  for  they  strongly 
suspected  his  connection  with  the  Evil  One.  They  were  educated 
to  believe  in  the  man  with  the  spider  eyes. 

“He  would  drive  my  gold  and  silver  away  from  you,  and 
leave  you  and  your  poor  wives  and  children  to  starve  and  to 
wander  around  naked  like  wild  beasts.  And  the  man  with  the 
hooked  nose  wiped  a tear  from  his  spider-eyes. 

They  scowded  upon  the  sage,  and  cried:  “Shame,  shame, 

shame!” 

“Gentlemen,  you  want  money;  good,  heavy,  shining  gold; 
something  you  can  see  and  feel!” 

“Yes,  yes!”  they  cried  eagerly;  “something  that  is  heavy 
and  shining — that  w^e  can  all  see  and  feel!” 

“Well,  in  my  great  safe,  in  ray  strong  vault,  I have  good, 
heavy,  shining  bars  of  gold!” 

“Ah,  ah!”  they  all  sighed;  and  some  bowed  their  heads  rev- 
erently. 

“I  take  it  to  your  mint,  and  you  put  your  stamp  upon  it, 
and  then  it  is  money!” 

“Yes,  yes!”  they  cried  eagerly. 

“You  see  it  is  worth  just  as  much  as  your  stamp  =’ays  it  is, 
and  so  iPs  honest  money?” 


“0  certainly!”  they  said. 
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‘But  why  take  it  to  the  mint  if  it  is  worth  as  much  without 

their  stamp?”  interrupted  the  saye. 

“O  he  is  stark  crazy!”  cried  the  man  with  the  hooked  no.e. 

•‘He  don’t  understand  the  great  money  cuestion.” 

“No,  not  him;  the  crank!”  they  cried. 

“I  will  now  show  you  the  great  money  question,  said  the 
man  with  spider  eyes.  “I  will  take 

and  your  government  ST.iMPS  my  gold  and  MAKES  it  monel , 
:°d  uL.lhen  your  government  wants  'mild  a shm  - 

o«ce,  or  capilol,  I and  tapltol 

BONDS  you  to  me,  to  huua  i,ne  suip,  i 

“THEN/’  continued  the  man  with  the  hooked  no.-^e,  ‘ yma 
want  -money’  for  PRIVATE  building  or  manufacturing  oi  fc 
ne  and  f^  business  and  loan  you  the  money  and  you 
n/vourself  to  me  individually,  as  your  government 
honded  Z to  me  collectively;  and  you  pay  me  tribute 
on  public  bonds  and  on  private  mortgages,  and  I buy  up 

the  laud,  water  ships,  X-to  tork, 

rrworrmo?wortha“u  you  want  tor  twelve,  tourteeu,  ms- 
Tu  aid  eighteen  hours  a day;  and  then  after  awhUe  I top 
loaning  and  make  everyone  pay  up,  and  they  can  d 
I foreclose,  and  I take  anything  you  may  h^e  saved,  and 

thine  STOPS,  and  you  all  get  a good  rest. 

“Ah!”  they  cried,  “but  why  do  you  not  keep  us  working  AI,  . 

"'''^‘B™use”  my  friends,  you  make  enough  to  last  the  .^olc 
year  round.  You  overstock  the  market;  I have  to  wait  until 

is  used  up  before  I can  work  you  again. 

“Do  you  not  perceive,”  said  the  sage,  - h in- 
silver he  gives  you  for  your  toil  you  end 

duced,  together  with  ^he  gold 

toTlI^IeVS;  trtrj?ruth  ot-the  remarks.  The  light 
Iega“  to  hrelk  In  upon  their  toll-stunted  brains.  They  cried:  - 
have  given  us  hut  enough  tot  our  support  during  our 
toll-the  slave’s  reward.  At  the  end  ol  SB  months,  wi  h s x 
month’s  idleness  staring  us  In  the  face,  »hat  are  we  going  d,^- 
you  having  everything,  and  we  having  nothing . 

“Ah  my  friends.”  answered  the  man  with  the  spider  eyes, 
“you  don’t  understand  over-production.  I am  capital,  you  are 
labor  My  gold  and  silver  keeps  you  from  starving  for  six 
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months  You  could  not  e.vpect  me  to  keep  yon  from  starving  a 
WHOLE  year.  Be  grateful;  he  thankful.  Read  what  economy 
tells  vou  about  bread  and  water.  One  dollar  a day  for  six  months 
ought  to  keep  you  for  one  year  on  bread  and  water.  Economy, 
my  friends,  is  the  great  solution  of  over-production.  ’ 

“I  cannot  perceive  how  economy  would  benefit  the  commun- 
ity. Is  not  the  opposite  the  truth-that  the  more  they  consume 
the  greater  the  demand  for  their  production,  the  more  a people 
spend  the  more  the  employment  they  create,  the  better  tlie  times. 
Their  money  thus  circulated  brings  to  others,  and  thus  truly  to 
themselves.  Strange,  indeed,  is  the  doctrine  that  meanness  and 
sordidness  is  the  foundation  upon  which  society  must  erect  its 
pillars.  Yet,  O,  mommon.  this  you  do  and  are  doing  un  o e 
people,  the  while  informing  them  that  the  more  they  inake  the 
less  they  should  eat;  or  the  more  a people  produce  the  less  t cy 

should  consume.”  . 

“Stop'  stop' !’■  Yelled  the  man  with  spider  eyes.  You  mu 

all  go  crazy  thinking  on  these  DEEP  questions.  These  subjects 

are  for  capital  not  for  labor.  • . , • i 

“Ah.  did  they  hut  do  a little  more  of  their  own 

they  would  enjoy  a little  more  of  their  own  wealth.  The 
greater  the  nobility  of  thought,  the  less  the  servility  of  labor. 
Their  ignorance  is  their  wretchedness;  their  hope  of  redemption, 
their  advancing  thought.”  As  the  sage  uttered  those  words,  a 
second  carriage  halted  upon  the  road.  Lolling  upon  its  CJ 
ions  sat  a plump,  somber,  broadcloth-clad  indlv.dua.  with  a 
ponderously  developed  paunch,  fattened  with  the  good  things  of 
life.  He  gazed  upon  the  wretchedness  of  the  tramps  corap  .- 
cently.  and  rolling  his  eyes  upward  until  their  whites  resern- 
bled  two  hard-boiled  eggs,  he,  from  the  bottom  of  lus  paunc  i. 
breathed  a sigh  redolent  with  wine,  roast  chicken, 
tered  toast,  and  fragrant  teas,  and  droning  heavily  through  his 
nose,  addressed  the  homeless,  houseless  vagabonds. 

“Poor,  unhappy  mortals!  What  a blessing  it  is  to  know  that 

the  poorer  we  are  on  earth,  the  greater  the  treasures  we  lay  up 
in  heaven;  that  ’tis  harder  for  a rich  man  to  enter  the  gates  than 

for  a camel  to  pass  through  the  eye  of  a needle.  Ah. 

The  man  with  spider  eyes  became  delighted,  and  cried;  “Yes 
yes  my  friend:  that  is  the  doctrine!  These  tramps  have  the  best 
of  me-  they  ought  to  be  satisfied.  Here  in  this  life  for  a e^ 
rea^'l  have  eLything;  then  THEY  have  everything  in  the 
NEXT  life.  What  a beautiful  doctrine!”  Here  the  sacred  man 
again  sighed  from  the  bottom  ot  his  paunch,  and  droning  throug 
hfs  nose'again  comforted  the  vagabonds:  “Blessed  are  they  who 

weep.  Ah!  Blessed  are  they  who  suffer.  Ah. 
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“Obey  them  who  rule  over  you!” 

“Verily,”  cried  the  sage,  “you  both  have  one  philosophy,  viz.: 
starvation — bread  and  water  for  over-production;  rags  and  ar 
empty  stomach  for  salvation— a philosophy  which  neither  of 
you  seem  to  practice,  since  you  both  prefer  a warm  coat  and  a 
full  body.”  A dark  thought  overspread  the  face  of  the  man  with 

the  fat  paunch,  as  he  replied: 

“This  man  is  a heretic,  an  infidel,  a disturbing  element,  a 
creator  of  discontent.  There  were  times  when  the  FAITHFUL 
would  compel  such  as  he  to  regard  the  souls  of  others,  even  din 

he  not  regard  the  safety  of  his  own.” 

“Yes,  yes!  my  sacred  friend,  we  would  thumbscrew  him  and 
break  him  on  the  wheel — ha,  ha,  ha!  yes,  break  him  on  the 
wheel!”  And  the  features  of  the  man  with  the  spider  eyes  be- 
came frightful. 

A shudder  convulsed  the  sage.  In  the  lightnings  of  thought 
he  saw  pictured  the  mangled  form  of  a murdered  sire.  There  in 
l is  brain  it  stood — a bloody  corpse  lashed  to  a wheel;  the 
crushed  bones  protruding  through  the  lacerated  flesh.  Why  not 

make  the  wheel  a sacred  emblem? 

The  vision  was  gone.  The  good  man  BLESSED  the  tramps 

— and  leisurely  drove  away. 

The  carpenter  gazed  after  the  departing  carriage,  and  slowly 
said:  — 

“I  have  often  thought  whether  there  could  be  a worse  hell 
than  tramping  one  thousand  miles  hunting  for  a chance  to  live 
—an  outlaw  for  the  statutory  crime  of  poverty— with  hunger 
gnawing  at  your  breast  and  suicide  at  your  brain.  'Ihis  has  been 
my  hell.  I,  who  have  builded  a hundred  homes,  yet  who  have  no 
place  wherein  to  lay  my  head.  What  has  plundered  me  of  all  the 

wealth  my  labor  has  produced?” 

“Ay!”  added  the  vagabonds;  “what  has  plundered  us  all?” 

“Gold  has  plundered  you;  this  gentleman  with  the  hooked 
nose  has  received  the  plunder,  and  our  friend  with  the  fat 
paunch  has  made  you  contented  with  being  plundered,”  answered 
the  sage.  As  they  thought  of  the  wealth  their  years  of  toil 
had  produced,  their  scanty  recompense,  and  deplorable  condi- 
tion, anger  and  rage  succeeded  indignation.  Passion  darkened 
their  minds.  The  tiger  lying  dormant  in  their  natures  awoke, 
demanding  blood.  Their  fingers  clutched.  They  eyed  the  throat 
of  the  man  with  the  hooked  nose— it  was  white!  Like  the 
growl  of  the  beast  ere  it  springs,  their  voices  grew  hoarse  and 
sullen;  then  breaking  into  an  angry  roar,  they  cried;  “Down 
with  him!  Down  with  the  thief  and  robber!”  They  seized 
the  horses,  they  tore  the  driver  and  footman  from  their  perch 
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and  trampled  them  under  foot;  and  in  a moment  the  man  with 

the  hooked  nose  was  a prisoner. 

During  the  first  moment  of  attack,  the  man  with  the  hooked 
nose  had  touched  one  of  the  many  wires  which  hung  stretched 
from  pole  to  pole  along  the  road,  and  conveyed  a signal  to  his 
vast  army  of  retainers  or  men  at  arms,  who  prowled  constantly 
.around,  and  whom  the  man  with  the  hooked  nose  fed  from 
a slight  portion  of  his  stealings,  clad  in  his  livery,  and  who, 
therefore,  were  ready  in  return  to  kill  and  slaughter  for  him 
at  command.  These  were  the  professional  tramp-murderers, 
and  they  carried  deadly  tools  necessary  to  their  trade.  Their 
principle  one  was  a long  steel  tube  through  which  they  pro- 
jected a leaden  ball.  On  the  end  of  this  tube  they  had  fastened 
a long,  sharp  dagger,  adapted  and  arranged  for  disembowling 
and  stabbing  men,  women  and  children  whom  over-production 
had  made  hungry  and  hunger  had  made  riotous.  In  a moment 
all  would  have  been  up  with  the  vagabonds,  for  the  tramp- 
murderers  knew  their  duty  and  were  never  slow  to  execute  it; 
but  as  spreads  the  tempest  and  overcasts  the  heavens,  so  had 
spread  the  news  unto  the  people;  as  the  storm  cloud  bursts 
and  hurls  down  its  resistless  avalanche,  even  so  rushed  the 
people  upon  the  scene,  a vast,  uncontrollable  multitude,  moving 
of  themselves,  impelled  by  curiosity,  wonder,  impulse  and  fury 
— an  innumerable  host,  whom  over-production  and  starvation 
had  brought  to  discontent. 

The  sacred  man  with  the  fat  paunch  met  the  host  upon  the 
loadway.  They  seemed  to  him  a vast  flock  of  sheep  who  had 
broken  from  their  corral.  He  had  been  their  pastor — called  him- 
self “their  shepherd,”  and  they  “his  flock.”  He  tried  in  vain 
to  turn  them  backward.  He  knew  full  well  their  united  and 
assembled  wrath.  He  exhorted  them  as  of  old.  He  pictured 
to  them  the  horrors  of  perdition  should  they  interfere  to  save 
their  brethren  and  • attack  authority.  They  were  living  in  a 
worse  hell  than  he  predicted.  He  ordered  them  to  return  to 
their  homes.  Alas!  they  had  no  homes  to  return  to. 

He  informed  them  that  physical  force  would  only  endanger 
their  cause.  That  the  only  way  for  the  slave  was  the  way  of 
peace.  That  they  must  never  rise  to  regain  their  freedom.  That 
freedom  was  only  won  by  submission  to  slavery.  That  slaves 
must  only  use  their  physical  force  for  their  masters,  but  never 
to  free  themselves. 

But  his  teachings  of  peace  stayed  their  fury  no  longer.  They 
had  broken  from  his  control.  The  wrath  of  the  Lamb  had  come. 
And  now  there  was  war — the  war  of  Labor  against  Capital. 
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For  when  a poor  man’s  son  needs,  it  must  be  said. 
Become  a convict  to  obtain  his  bread; 

When  a poor  man’s  daughter,  to  obtain  a crust. 

Must  fall  a victim  to  a rich  man’s  lust — 

Then  perish  patience!  Angels,  shut  your  eyes! 

Come,  conflagration!  Light  the  outraged  skies! 

Let  red  Nemesis  seize  the  hellish  clan. 

And  chaos  end  the  slavery  of  man! 

Onward  they  came  to  release  their  brethren.  The  tramp- 
murderers  loaded  their  tubes  with  their  deadly  leaden  messen- 
gers, which  for  centuries  had  proved  effectual.  But  starving 
science  had  armed  starving  humanity  with  a deadlier  missile. 

A poor  student  in  his  wretched  garret  had  wrung  from  nature’s 
secrets  a combination  outrivaling  all  previous  m.ethods  of  mur- 
der. A youth— a fair-haired  boy— a white  blossom  of  cycles  of 
progression,  with  features  such  as  sculptors  vainly  study  to 
chisel,  whose  Apollo  limbs  contrasted  strangely  with  his  coarse 
and  rude  apparel,  rushed  to  the  front.  There  was  a stillness; 
then  from  the  awful  spell  the  multitude  heard  from  the  tramp- 
murderers  the  word: 

“Fire!” 

The  youth  staggered.  A golden  curl  nestling  in  front  of 
his  spacious  brow  had  fallen  to  the  ground.  Quick  as  the  ligbA- 
ning  he  raised  his  arm,  and  with  the  words,  “For  liberty!”  hurled 
a small  glass  globe.  There  was  a flash— a deafening  detona- 

ticn. 

Earth  and  the  firmament  leaped,  and  then  a rain  of  fall- 
ing debris — chaos! 

Slowly  the  vapors  rolled  aside.  Where  had  stood  the  tramp- 
murderers  and  the  youth  now  yawned  a black,  unsightly  and 
smoking  chasm — a reeking  hole  of  death.  Murder  had  de- 
voured itself. 

During  all  this  the  sage  had  looked  on,  a calm,  observant 
spectator.  To  him  it  was  merely  the  natural  effect  or  result 
of  a cause:  the  brutality  of  the  oppressor  arousing  the  brutality 
of  the  oppressed — that  was  all.  Reflex  action;  crime  destroying 
crime;  error  stinging  itself;  retributive  justice!  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  eternal;  nothing  endures  save  truth! 

The  man  with  the  hooked  nose  had  escaped  the  holocaust 
and  was  again  a prisoner.  The  hirelings  who  had  menaced  the 
life  of  the  people  were  gone;  their  destruction  was  self-pres- 
ervation. Their  former  master  was  now  a prisoner,  defense- 
less, powerless,  and  menacing  nothing;  his  destruction  would 
be  murder.  Truth  knows  no  revenge;  with  her  all  action  ceases 
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with  necessity.  The  tramps  turned  to  the  sage,  and  pointing 

VO  their  prisoner,  asked; 

“What  shall  be  his  death?  He  denounced  you,  and  would 
have  had  us  break  you  on  the  wheel.  He  has  robbed  us,  starved 
us,  made  us  wanderers  upon  the  earth.  His  accursed  and  in- 
human greed  hath  driven  our  sons  and  daughters  into  crime,  our 
brethren  into  asylums  and  prisons,  or  mouldering  in  suicide  or 
liauper’s  graves.  Murder  and  theft  are  upon  his  head.  And 
with  one  accord  they  cried; 

“Kill  him!  Kill  him!” 

The  sage  motioned  them  off.  They  instinctively  obeyed. 
They  knew  not  why,  but  they  felt  in  him  the  master — Reason. 

He  spake: 

“Spare  the  man,  but  destroy  the  system.  His  death  would 
alter  nothing.  One  among  you,  more  selfish  and  more  active 
than  the  rest,  would  rise  to  take  his  place.  Destroy  the  system 
by  which  he  reigned,  and  no  one  can  take  his  place.  You  made 
his  gold  and  silver  a lever  to  purchase  your  manhood,  then 
demanded  to  be  purchased.  He  purchased  you,  and  you  com- 
plain; rather  turn  your  wrath  in  upon  yourselves,  and  if  you 
nsust  murder,  murder  your  own  ignorance.” 

Then  turning  to  the  man  with  the  spider  eyes,  he  added: 

“Go!  Thy  occupation  is  gone.  Thy  power  to  do  evil  is 
at  an  end.  The  people  have  awakened.  They  think.  From 
their  increased  intelligence  springs  their  increased  freedom. 
Capitalist  depart  into  shades  of  a past  perdition.” 

The  capitalist  departed.  The  people  had  spoken.  His  reign 

was  at  an  end. 

And  now  the  tramps  who  had  pronounced  the  sage  crazy, 
denounced  him,  ridiculed  him,  and  sighed  in  their  ecstatic  wor- 
ship for  the  gleaming  metal  as  it  enslaved  them,  now  cried: 
“Down  with  the  golden  calf!  Let  us  have  a money  of  our  own 
— a money  representing  the  people — a national  labor  currency! 
They  gathered  around  the  sage,  a vast  assemblage.  Among 
them  were  the  representatives  of  many  nations,  who  had  fied 
from  European  tyranny  to  better  their  condition.  They  had 
found  merely  a new  land  governed  by  old  systems.  To  them 
the  words  “country”  and  “fiag”  had  no  significance.  What  dif- 
ference does  it  make  to  the  slave  what  soil  he  tills,  or  w’hat  flag 
waves  above  his  starvation  and  bondage?  Slavery  had  ground 
down  their  fathers  in  the  old;  slavery  had  ground  them  down 
in  the  new. 

The  glass  ball  of  science  that  had  swept  away  the  paid- 
lings  of  this  slavery  had  cast  up  hillocks  here  and  there,  and 
upon  one  of  these  stood  the  sage,  amid  the  people.  All  eyes 
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were  turned  upon  him.  All  had  heard  of  his  philosoph.v.  First 
they  had  persecuted,  then  disputed,  then  doubted,  then  inves- 
tigated, examined,  and  helieved-no!  comprehended.  Wuh  this 
comprehension  began  the  dawn  of  a new  liberty.  The  wor 
everywhere  is  possessed  of  as  much  liberty  as  it  comprehends. 

No  more — no  less.  Hail,  education!  The  sage  spoke. 

“With  intelligence,  you  could  have  avoided  this  bloodshed 
and  destruction.  But  your  fury  of  ignorance  is  done.  Your 
passion  hath  torn  down:  your  reason  must  build  up.  You  mus 
build  a system  wherein  man  will  be  the  master  of  money,  or 
whatever  controls  your  money  controls  your  liberty  and  life. 

There  was  no  empty  applause,  their  hands  lay  folded  on 
their  breasts,  their  lips  moved  not;  for  the  subtle  and  silent 

process  of  reason  was  at  work. 

Then  one  whose  back  was  bowed  and  crooked  with  toil, 

whose  work-misshapen  hands  were  hard  and  calloused  as  the 
beast’s  hoof,  a builder  of  marble  palaces,  who  dwelt  in  a damp 

cellar,  addressed  the  sage,  saying. 

“Comrade,  thou  who  has  shown  us  the  cause  of  this  pov- 
erty, suffering  and  crime,  tell  us,  we  pray  thee,  the  remedy. 

Answer  us  these  questions;’’ 

“What  shall  free  the  people?” 

“A  money  representing  labor.  A national  labor  cuiieucj. 

“Who  shall  manufacture  this  money?” 

“The  people,  through  the  government.’ 

“What  shall  be  the  base  of  its  issue’’ 

“Labor,  received  by  the  government.” 

“Why?” 

“Any  form  of  money  demanding  labor  from  the  people  where 
no  labor  has  been  received  by  the  people  is  robbery. 

“What  is  money?” 

“Money  is  the  exchange  stamp  of  the  government. 

“What  is  the  nature  of  this  stamp?” 

Its  nature  is  that  of  a certificate,  or  voucher  denoting  a de- 
gree of  value  received.  The  proposition  is  then,  that  for  the 
government  to  issue  its  money-stamp  upon  any  material  to  an 
individual,  empowering  him  to  demand  labor  from  the  people 
without  itself  having  first  received  an  equal  labor  from  him  for 
ihe  people  is  robbery.  This  is  the  base  of  our  present  finan- 
cial system— something  for  nothing.  That  which  gets  some- 
thing for  nothing  is  called  ‘capital.’  That  which  gets  nothing 
for  something  is  called  ‘labor.’  To  be  right,  you  must  begn-i 
right.  You  must  adopt  a principle  by  which  not  one  dollar  of 
the  people’s  money  can  ever  pass  from  the  government  into  the 
possession  of  an  individual  without  his  first  having  honestly 
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earned  it.  The  government  stamp  represents  a degree  of  labor. 

If  I can  procure  that  stamp  from  the  government  without  giv- 
ing labor  equal  to  its  face,  with  it  I can  procure  something  from 
the  people  which  I have  never  earned.  Only  give  me  enough 
of  these  stamps  and  I can  become  a millionaire  without  having 

earned  a dollar.” 

“Ah,  but  if  the  government  places  its  stamp  upon  the  cap- 
italist’s  gold,  does  he  not  pay  the  government  the  cost  for  plac- 
ing its  stamp  on  his  gold?” 

“No,  he  pays  the  government  nothing.  The  government 
places  its  money  stamp  upon  his  gold  free,  and  turns  his  gold 
into  money  free.” 

“Ah,  but  is  not  each  piece  of  his  gold,  equal  in  its  intrinsic 
value  to  the  stamp  that  the  government  places  on  its  face?” 

“No,  gold  has  no  intrinsic  value.  Whatever  value  gold  has 
is  given  to  it,  or  attached  to  it  by  yourselves— the  value  is  not 
in  the  thing — but  is  conferred  upon  the  thing,  whatever  it  is, 
by  yourselves.” 

“But  when  the  capitalist  pays  us  gold  for  our  labor,  has  not 
the  labor  to  dig  the  gold  cost  him  as  much  as  the  labor  we  give 
him  for  the  gold?” 

“The  gold  he  gives  you  for  your  labor  costs  him  nothing. 

“Has  not  the  labor  to  dig  the  gold  from  the  earth  cost  him 
as  much  as  the  labor  we  give  him  for  the  gold?” 

“No,  it  costs  the  capitalist  nothing  when  labor  digs  the 
gold  from  the  earth  for  him — and  it  costs  the  capitalist  nothing, 
when  the  government  turns  the  gold  into  money  for  him.” 

“When  the  capitalist  wants  gold  he  gets  labor  to  dig  the 
gold.  He  then  takes  a wagon  load  of  the  gold  to  the  mint. 
The  government  places  its  money  stamp  upon  the  gold  and  turns 
it  into  money  for  him  for  nothing— by  turning  the  gold  into 
money  the  government  gives  each  piece  of  the  gold  an  extra- 
ordinary and  fictitious  value,  so  that  with  a single  piece  the  cap- 
italist can  pay  for  the  labor  that  has  produced  the  whole 

wagon  load.” 

“Labor  has  dug  the  wagon  load  of  gold  for  the  capitalist 
for  nothing.  The  government  has  turned  the  wagon  load  of 
gold  into  money  for  the  capitalist  for  nothing.  And  the  wagon 
lead  of  gold — the  wagon  load  of  money — now  belongs  to  the 
capitalist — and  is  now  his  capital  with  which  to  control  the 

world.” 

“For  the  grain  of  gold  that  he  gave  back  to  labor,  for  pro- 
ducing the  gold,  cost  him  nothing. 

“The  secret  is,  that  you  give  the  capitalist  the  gold  that  has 
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cost  you  your  labor,  and  that  the  capitalist  gives  you  the  money 

stamp  that  has  cost  him  nothing.” 

“No  wonder  capitalism  wants  money  based  upon  gold. 

“The  whole  world’s  justice  hangs  upon  this  one  pom  . up 
ihe  point  of  what  money  is  based  upon;  whether  money  is  ase 

upon  gold  or  based  upon  labor.  to 

“If  money  is  based  upon  labor,  then  each  one  must  labor  to 

get  the  money  stamp  from  the  government-each  one  must  la- 
bor to  have  money.” 

“But  if  money  is  based  upon  gold,  then  the  capitalist  gets 
the  money  stamp  from  the  government  without  having  per- 
formed any  labor.” 

“And  this  is  the  beginning,  and  the  continuance  of  the  sy. 
tern,  whereby  the  capitalist  becomes  a millionaire  without  havi  g 
r!erformed  any  labor-and  whereby  they  who  perform  all  the 

labor  have  become  poor.” 

“And  this  is  how  labor  is  robbed  by  capital. 

“And  this  is  the  system  to  he  reformed  by  labor;  by  labor 
making  labor  the  basis  of  money;  so  that  whoever  receives  the 
money  stamp  from  the  government  must  labor  for  So^ern 
ment  before  they  have  received  the  money  stamp-so  that  they 
who  have  money  will  have  money  through  their  lahor-and  that 

they  w^ho  labor,  will  have  money. 

“Then  there  will  be  no  capitalist  an  1 no  poor 
will  have  money  unless  they  have  labored,  and  no  one  who  has 

labored  will  be  without  money.” 

“Then  will  there  be  a Socialistic  form  of  government-with 

neither  poor  or  rich-and  the  opportunities  of  one  and  all  wil 

be  equal.”  - „ 

“The  capitalistic  form  of  money  is  issued  for  go 

“The  Socialistic  form  of  money  is  issued  for  labor.” 
“Capitalism  is  based  on  gold — on  injustice. 

“Socialism  is  based  on  labor — on  justice.” 

“But  why  do  the  millions  place  their  stamp  upon  this  metal 

cf  the  capitalist?” 

“Because  they  are  possessed  of  a superstition.  They  believe 
the  metal  has  an  intrinsic  value,  and  is  especially  designed  to 

measure  and  represent  the  labor  of  the  world. 

“Where  do  they  get  such  a superstition  as  this  from. 

“From  their  savage  ancestors  who  once  wore  it  through 

their  lips,  ears  and  noses;  who,  childlike,  ® ' ' 

ter  and  color.  Our  mothers  wear  it  through  their  ears, 

fathers  wear  it  through  their  brains. 

“What  would  be  a just  money?” 
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“A  just  money  would  be  the  government  exchange-stamp, 
issued  for  labor  received — a national  labor  currency. 

“Explain  the  manner  of  its  issue  and  circulation. 

“The  government  is  the  whole;  an  individual  the  part.  For 
any  labor  received  by  the  whole  from  a part,  or  by  the  govern- 
ment from  an  individual,  a paper  measure  of  that  amount  would 
be  given.  If  the  labor  was  twenty  dollars,  a twenty  dollar  cer- 
tificate would  be  given.  The  base  of  this  money’s  issue  would 

then  be  labor  received.” 

“What  would  cause  it  to  flow  from  the  treasury  to  e 
people?” 

“The  labor  of  a part  for  the  whole.” 

“What  would  cause  it  to  flow  from  the  people  back  to  the 

treasury?*'*  ^ . 

“The  labor  of  the  whole  for  a part,  where  the  people  used 

public  institutions,  such  as  mail,  telegraph,  railroad.  THUS 
EACH  PERSON  WOULD  REDEEM  IT  FOR  THE  WHOLE,  AND 
THE  WHOLE  WOULD  REDEEM  IT  FOR  EACH  PERSON. 
Thus  it  would  circulate,  distributing  wealth  from  the  treasury 
out  among  the  people,  and  from  the  people  back  into  the  treas- 
ury even  as  the  blood  flows  from  the  heart  to  the  extremities, 
and  back  again  to  the  heart.  The  treasury  would  then  be  to 
the  nation  what  the  heart  is  to  an  individual,  and  this  national 
labor  currency  would  become  in  reality  the  nation’s  blood. 

The  sage  continued: 

“The  true  government  of  man  is  that  which  is  forme  a er 
i-.an  himself.  A nation’s  currency  should  perform  for  its  peo- 
ple what  the  life  current  performs  for  the  individual— should 
circulate  life  and  wealth  to  every  part  of  the  structure;  for  i 
wealth  accumulates  in  any  one  part,  wart  must  palsy  the  re- 
mainder. Therefore,  any  form  of  money  which  favors  one  per- 
son more  than  another,  or  aids  the  abnormal  enrichment  of  one 
class  and  the  consequent  impoverishment  of  another,  must  in 
time  necessarily  produce  national  congestion  and  death.” 
“What  would  be  the  amount  issued?*' 

“The  demand  for  labor  would  determine  the  amount  issued. 
The  amount  issued  would  be  the  labor  performed.  The  wealth 
created  by  the  labor  performed  would  be  the  basis  of  the  money 

in  circulation.” 

“What  would  stop  an  over-issue?” 

“An  over-issue  would  be  impossible.  This  money,  being  is- 
sued  for  labor  received,  could  not  get  in  excess  of  the  wealth 
in  existence.  How  could  you  over-issue  a money  only  issued  for 

labor?” 

“Would  it  not  fluctuate  in  value?” 
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“That  would  be  impossible,  being  a measure  of  values,  not 
u value.  Values  might  fluctuate.  This  measure  would  simply 
measure  their  fluctuations.  Butter  might  go  up,  or  butter  might 
go  down;  gold,  silver,  brass  or  lead  might  go  up  or  down;  this 
would  fixedly,  steadily,  measure  their  rise  and  fall,  even  as  a 
carpenter’s  rule  measures  a board,  let  it  shrink  or  swell. 

“What  effect  would  it  have  on  gold  and  silver  money . 

“The  law  is,  decrease  of  use,  decrease  of  value.  If  a su 
stance  were  discovered  superior  to  leather  for  making  shoes, 
and  were  to  replace  leather  for  that  use,  leather  would  become 
a drug  in  the  market  and  fall  to  zero.  The  decrease  of  the  use 
of  gold  and  silver  by  sixty  millions  of  people  for  the  purposes 
oi  money  would  decrease  its  value  correspondingly.  The  calves 
who  worship  the  golden  calf  would  be  astonished  at  the  wonder- 
ful precipitation  of  their  idol  by  our  national  labor  currency. 

“Would  it  abolish  usury?” 

“Money  being  a necessity,  a people  who  place  their  money 
stamp  upon  gold  and  silver  must  borrow  and  pay  tribute  to  the 
owners  of  these  metals  for  the  use  and  possession  of  their  own 
stamp.  Again,  money  being  a necessity,  a people  who  give 
away  the  right  of  placing  their  money  stamp  upon  paper  to  any 
‘ person  or  corporation  must  borrow  or  pay  tribute  to  that  per- 
son or ‘corporation  for  the  use  of  their  own  stamp.  This  is  our 
present  system  of  money— a system  fathered  by  ignorance,  and 
resulting  in  usury.  To  abolish  usury,  stop  giving  away  your 
stamp,  and  you  will  not  have  to  borrow  it.  Reverse  the  sys- 
tem. Place  your  stamp  upon  your  own  paper,  issue  it  for  labor 
received,  and  the  power  to  absorb  your  wealth  through  your  own 
stamp  will  end.  Then  none  can  be  possessed  of  more  money  than 
the  market  value  of  the  labor  they  have  performed,  and  of  whmh 
their  money  would  be  the  true  and  just  representative.  Being 
the  representative  of  labor,  and  not  a value,  it  would,  in  order 
to  get  value,  seek  labor  and  science.  The  safes  would  open. 
Today  labor  and  science  are  compelled  to  seek  money.  The  safes 
are  shut.  A money  which  seeks  labor  and  science  employs  labor 
and  science,  hence  beautifies  and  improves.  A money  which 
labor  and  science  have  to  seek,  degrades  and  disfigures.  Labor 
and  science,  being  sought,  rise  in  value— become  elevated.  e 
elevation  of  labor,  the  freedom  of  labor;  the  destruction  of  wage 
slavery-modern  serfdom.  Thus  the  national  labor  currency, 
from  its  nature,  would  be  a money  to  spend,  not  to  hoard.  Money 
should  be  to  spend.  Go,  white-headed  patriarch,  ye  of  the 
spacious  brow,  learn  truth  from  the  babe.  Thy  little  chi  , 
obeying  the  instinct  of  its  nature,  teaches  you  the  true  and  nat- 
ural use  of  money-to  spend.  Yet  for  centuries  you  have  plant- 
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parsimony  into  the  mind  ot  youth,  poisoning  budding  human- 
ity, instilling  into  fair  and  sympathetic  thmight  » 

o,  sordid  selhshness,  teaching  thy  children  to  cha  n th«r  ““U 
and  civilisation’s  flight  unto  a miser  s chest  >>'  S<>“’  _ 

cried  to  the  young;  ‘Save  the  pence,  the  pounds  will  take  care 
of  themselves,’  and  for  fear  they  would  not  hoard  inflict 

usury  upon  their  brothers,  you  have  stamped  your  fiat  upon 
your  brutalizing  idol,  and  compelled  generations  to  either  oar 
oi  starve  Thus  you  have  made  one  child  a millionaire,  and 

a million  children  paupers.”  this 

“Would  there  not  be  millionaires  and  paupers  under  th 

‘"“‘■•r’moncy  which  sought  labor  would  yield  no  profit  on  la- 
bor. The  power  and  the  motive  to  hoard  being  destroyed,  there 

could  not  be  either  millionaires  or  paupers.  ^ 

“What  effect  would  it  have  on  land  monopoly. 

-Land  and  money  are  the  two  great  necessities.  Both 

should  be  controlled  by  the  people.  Today  they  are  controlled 

snouij  u interest  of  the  people  being  superior 

by  the  individual.  The  interest  oi  tne  m the 

to  the  individual,  every  necessity  and  convenience  effecting  the 

people  should  be  possessed  and  run  by.  through,  and  in  the  m 

toest  ot  the  people.  The  goal  ot  Socialism  is  universal  co-op-  t 

Iration  This  is  the  great  battle.  Each  morning  s sun  discovers 

humanity  nearer  together.  From  each 

a freer  and  more  united  brotherhood.  The  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem of  civilization  is,  one  for  all  and  all  for  one.  One  in  land, 
one  in  money,  one  in  interest,  one  in  brotherhood,  one  in  gov- 
ernment. one  in  Justice,  one  in  love.  Capitalism  and  landlordism 
are  the  same.  Destroy  the  monopoly  of  money,  and  you  destroy 

the  monopoly  of  land.  Destroy  the  profit  on  ^ 

<.troy  the  profit  on  labor  and  land  monopoly.  The  theft  of  la 
bor’s  domain  becomes  unprofitable.  Study  this  last  proposi- 
tion, and  the  more  you  look  at  it  the  bigger  it  will  grow,  and 

the  closer  the  two  great  questions  will  become  one. 

“Ah!  but  land  touches  the  question  of  production;  money  but 

touches  the  question  of  distribution.”  * 

“Check  distribution  and  you  check  production.  Whatever 

controls  the  distribution  of  a people’s  wealth  among  them,  con- 
trols the  production  of  their  wealth.  Any  form  of  money  creat- 
ing a moLpoly  of  money  must  create  a lack  of  money  among  ^ 

the  many.  The  many  not  having  the  medium  to  purchase  th  ^ 

production,  the  production  accumulates  in  the  hands  of  the  i - 
ferent  producers,  the  market  becomes  overstocked,  and  further 
production  ceases.  Thus  the  people  starve,  while  the  ^a^ 
are  bursting  with  grain;  the  warehouses  are  filled  with  clothing. 
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while  the  people  are  ragged;  the  houses  are  «“Pty,  while  the 
people  are  homeless.  Thus  the  producer  becomes  id  e.  Thu 
the  land  of  the  farmer  becomes  unprofitable,  and  falls  at  last 
into  the  hands  of  the  capitalist.  Thus  distribution  controls  pro- 
duction. Thus  capitalism  absorbs  your  homes. 

They  asked:  “Would  not  the  solution  of  land  monopoly  ^ ^ 

the  division  of  the  land  among  the  people,  giving  each  a farm . 

“He  who  advocates  the  democracy  of  a million  petty  faim 
is  traveling  towards  primitive  civilization-the  borders  of  sav- 
agery-fences! A million  little  farms  mean  a million  little 
petty  interests,  primitive  antagonisms,  divided  and  laborious 
production.  If  landlordism  is  wrong,  you  cannot  lessen  th 
wrong  by  dividing  its  proprietorship,  by  parceling  an  evil  out 
unto  the  millions,  and  thus  transforming  a greater  wrong  into 
so  many  lesser  evils.  No.  no!  Socialism  is  greater  than  your 
little  propositions.  We  are  marching  on  through  centralization 
towards  Socialism.  A million  little  farms  would  mean  a million 
little  petty  landlords,  each  even  more  intolerant,  supercilious,  ar- 
rogant, and  grinding  to  the  improvident  and  unfortunate  spring- 
ing up  beneath  them  than  they  whom  they  now  cry  o^t  against 
-the  democracy  of  the  devil.  No!  Progress  is  aggregating  the 
lands;  shall  aggregate  the  lands.  Aggregation  of  lands  is  right, 
in  this  aggregation  we  are  taught  a united 

tern  of  production.  It  is  the  selfish  monopoly  of  the  advantages 
and  benefits  of  aggregation  which  we  must  throw  o , no 
aggregation.  Socialism  will  adopt  the  aggregated  system-many 
lands  in  one.  Cast  off  the  exploiting  of  its  benefits,  and  exten 
them  unto  all.  The  aggregation  of  lands,  like  labor-saving  ma- 
chinery, is  at  present  working  you  hardship.  Through  this  ar  - 
ship  you  will  be  lashed  by  the  scourge  of  pain  at  last  mto  a 
proper  comprehension  of  the  problems  of  labor-saving  machinery 
and  the  aggregation  of  lands.  Then  you  will  perceive  that  that 
which  should  be  a universal  blessing  has  ^ been  transforme 

into  a universal  curse  through  capitalism. 

“Then  you  will  arise,  dispel  capitalism,  embrace  the  system 
of  aggregation  of  lands,  railroads,  telegraphs  and  manufactures 
and  extend  its  blessings  unto  all.  Then  your  many  farms  will 
gradually  become  one  farm,  your  many  factories  become  one  fac- 
tory your  many  stores  become  one  store.  Then  this  gray-headed 
lie  ‘Competition  is  the  life  of  trade.’  will  explode,  as  all  lies. 
Then  there  will  be  no  competition,  no  toiler  trying  to  cheapen  his 
toil  no  tradesman  trying  to  undersell  and  starve  his  neighbor. 
Then  production  will  be  freed  by  a just  distribiition-a  just  dis- 
tribution obtained  by  a just  system  of  money,  and  all  througn 
intelligence,  the  liberator/  ” 
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‘‘What  effect  will  this  system  of  money  have  on  taxation? 
“Taxation,  interest,  rent,  and  profit  on  labor,  are  but  differ 
ent  species  of  the  same  theft.  All  evils  are  of  but  one  evil;  all 

truths  of  but  one  truth.  Taxation  is  robbery. 

“What!”  they  exclaimed,  “taxation  robbery?  How  cou 

there  be  a government  without  taxation? 

“Under  a national  system  of  labor-money,  there  would  be, 
could  DC,  no  tamtion,"  was  the  rejoinder.  “The  government  is 
the  people.  WHY  SHOULD  THE  PEOPLE  PAY  TAXES  TO 
THEMSELVES?” 

“It,  indeed,  seems  strange  and  preposterous,  they  at- 
firmed. 

“If  you  were  in  government  employ,  and  haa  done  the  p 
pie  a twenty-dollar  service  of  any  nature,  the  government  would 
give  you  a twenty-dollar  labor  certificate  on  the  people.  You 
would  take  this  labor  certificate  to  the  people,  and  they  would 
cash  it  in  twenty  dollars  worth  of  flour,  or  any  other  article  you 
wished.  They  would  then  have  given  you  twenty  dollars’  worth 
of  flour  for  the  twenty  dollars’  worth  of  labor  you  rendered  to 
the  government,  would  they  not?” 

“They  would.” 

“Then  where  would  the  government  be  in  debt,  or  have  to 

raise  a tax?”  he  inquired. 

“Nowhere,”  they  answered,  with  surprise. 

“Thus  the  national  labor  certificate  would  not  only  abolish 

tax,  but  tax  collector  as  well.” 

“But  the  stamp  upon  gold  and  silver  and  bank  notes  is  placed 

upon  them  by  the  government;  and  why  is  there  taxation  to- 
day?” asked  several. 

“It  is  because  the  government  has  given  away  its  money 
stamp  to  persons  and  to  corporations.  It  places  its  stamp  upon 
the  materials  of  individuals  instead  of  upon  its  own  certificates, 
and  must  therefore  collect  tax  in  order  to  get  back  a sufficiency 
of  its  own  stamps  to  employ  its  own  labor.  When  a nation  gives 
away  its  money-stamp  to  the  owners  of  metals  or  to  corpora- 
tions, it  compels  the  citizen  to  borrow,  and  itself  to  tax.” 

“What  effect  would  this  system  of  national  labor  money  have 

on  railroad,  telegraph  and  other  monopolies?” 

“Millions  of  men  idle  is  so  much  wealth  lost  to  the  nation. 

This  national  labor  currency  would  enable  the  nation  to  employ 
these  men  to  enrich  and  benefit  the  whole.  From  the  financial 
heart  of  the  nation  would  fiow  national  labor  currency  enough 
to  set  these  idle  men  to  work  building  the  grandest  railroad  sys- 
tem the  world  ever  dreamed  of.  The  base  of  these  national  la- 
bor certificates  issued  would  be  labor  received;  the  value  re- 
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ceived  would  be  the  railroad.  As  though  by  the  wave  of  a 
magician’s  wand,  you  would  behold  twelve  hroad-gauge  steel 
tracks  reaching  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco,  traversed  by 
thousands  of  trains  of  palace  cars,  drawing  a free  people  at  gov- 

ernment  cost.” 

“Does  this  not  draw  too  much  on  imagination? 

“Socialism  is  more  magnificent  than  imagination.  The  mag- 
nificence  of  our  present  railroad  system  was  created  by  less  than 
10%  of  our  idle  labor.  Issue  national  labor  certificates  and  set 
the  whole  100%  to  work,  and  we  will  have  one  hundred  times 
the  magnificence.  Our  twelve  steel  tracks  could  be  fianked  by 
a carriage  drive  and  walk  fifteen  hundred  feet  wide,  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  beautified  by  luxuriant  foliage  the  entire 
distance,  illuminated  by  the  electric  light,  and  probably  called 
National  avenue.  Electricity  and  national  labor  certificates  go 
together  National  labor  certificates  would  build  us  a splendid 
national  telegraph  system,  and  our  five  million  tramps  would  be- 
come gentlemen,  sending  messages  at  government  cost  price. 
Our  public  institutions  would  steadily  increase  on  every  hand, 
gradually  merging  the  government  into  an  organization  of  all 
for  one,  one  for  all— national  co-operation— Socialism ! ” 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  remarks,  the  tramps  cried:  “Who 

art  thou,  that  unravels  the  secret  of  human  misery  and  happi- 

IIGSS?*^ 

But  he  had  gone.  The  people  dispersed  from  whence  they 
came.  The  tramps  were  again  alone  by  themselves.  The  even- 
ing skies  reflected  in  the  glassy  waters  of  the  spring,  and  as  the 
tramps  reached  down  to  drink  they  beheld  that  a strange  beauty 
had  been  added  to  their  features;  for  as  the  spring  reflected  their 
features,  even  so  their  features  reflected  their  minds,  now  il- 
lumed by  a divine  idea — a national  labor  currency  throug 
which  we  can  proceed  to  Socialize  our  public  institutions  one  by 
one  until  all  are  Socialized. 

THE  END. 
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